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FUTURE MEETINGS

Saturday 15™ May

Swarm Prevention and
Control

2.30 pm at the Heatherton Park
Divisional Apiary

Tony Richards from West
Somerset will give us some
sound advice

Saturday 22" May

Queen Rearing using the
Opatchdé met |

2.30 pm at the Heatherton Park
Divisional Apiary

David Morris will demonstrate a
simple way to raise selective
gueens

Saturdays 5" & 12" June

Preparing for the BBKA Basic
Exam

2.30 pm at the Heatherton Park
Divisional Apiary

Simon Jones will take you
through this straight forward
and useful exam

S.B.K.A. pay the entrance fee of
all successful candidates

A qualification that will improve
vour beekeeping

May 2010
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You will see in this editionreference to three activities that have recer
been undertaken by the Divisiomamely the auction, work at theiagy and the
begimers course. | believe we are very fortunate in having so many a
members and members qualified and willing to impart their knowledge tc
newcomers to the craft.

When commencing beekeeping, the one book that is recommended

al |l ot hers has been t hehelat€led Hb@pentho
only recently passed awa@ver 100,000 copies have been sstildwide and it
is not surprising it has been cal

point of referene ever since | gained my copy in 19He was also the join
aut hor of 6The Beekeeper OBcyclBmnedda 1
B e e k e éo@th ohvghighl regard as classics.

In this issue | have copied out of interest, the front page of thestBi
Bee Journal for April 1936. You will see that there is another advert for Ta
on the front. The magazine folded um 199 despite one of theregular
contribubrsin previous years, being a cert@avid Morrisfrom Somerset!

An event that will e with us before we know it is the Taunton Flow
Showwhich includes the Taunton Division and Somerset County Honey St
My reason for reminding you is fwopeyou will put a few jars of honey to on
side andperhaps consider entering the wax and cook#agses. You will
appreciate that such entries can seldom be prepared the night dredotteat in
any case@ractice makes perfdctThe full list of classes ar® be foundin the
centre pages of the SBK2010Year Book.

Finally, our congratulations to Adam Robbins and Anne
Halpin, two members of our committee, upon their recent nuptials. |
wi || avoid all t h e along evith all thel adhere
members of the Taunton BKA wish you both every success in the
years ahead.

David Morris Editor

o Natig,
& 7
~ > National Honey Showg St Georges College,
< w Weybridge, Surrey
ey, 00" 28" to 30" October 2010


http://www.somersetbeekeepers.org.uk/

HIVE WATCH

You will no doubt have
obsrved as you went around th
countryside that it has been a good yj4
for the dandelion Some fields haveg
appeared as a mass of yellow ahdy
are particularly welcome if you have
bees within flying distance. Th
dandelion not only provides a
abundancefopollen but also produces
nectar with a high sugar content. Up
opening your hives, any fresh brig
yellow wax will have resulted from th
bees working the dandelion. If you a
fortunate to get some surplus honey
can tell you that it granulates thi a
smooth texture quite quickly. It has
glucose tastsimilar to Lucozade and i
ideal for seeding with other coars
honeys later on in the year. If allowe
to grow in orchards whilst the trees a
blossoming, then the bees will go to t
dandelions n preference to the frui
trees.

Bees that have been taken to t
Oil Seed Rape will quickly expand an
strong colonies should be watched f
congestion Making Nucs early will
help to alleviate the swarming tenden
and possibly provide you with a hey
producing colony for the July flow an
certainly for the heather.

Finally, | like to put two or
three empty supers on at a time
provide extra room. If the colony i
average, then one or twaf the supers
can be put over the crown board wi
the Pater Escape hole left open. TH
bees will then come up into the super
as and when required and at the sa
time, it helps the bees to retain th
brood nest at the required temperature

NEW MEMBERS

We continue to welcome some more
new members and trust they will
enjoy attending some of our
meetings in the year ahead

Neil Arnold
Buckland St. Mary
Joan Coombes
Taunton
Elaine Falkingham
Henlade
Jean Lillywhite
Tonedale

Richard Morgan
Bridgwater

Tamsyn & Robbie Simmonds
Wellington

Mr H. Berridge
Bampton
Gillian Lowe
Churchingford
Andrew Perry
West Buckland
Carol Keyworth
Wellington
Mr D Dodd
Taunton
Yvette Wells
Norton Fitzwarren
Keith Tregidgo
North Petherton

Mary Rankin
Combe St. Nicholas

Valerie & Albert Coakes
Creech Heathfield

Mark Coray
Wellington

That brings the number of new
members to have joined us this year
to 34.

2010 AUCTION REPORT

The Annual Auction of beekeeping equipment organised by
Taunton Beekeepers was held om&ay 28' March at the Ruishtor
Village Hall. There were 198 items put under the hammer cove
almost every aspect of beekeeping.

This event has become one of the major events of
beekeeperds year i n Somerset
surrounding counties. This year, with the continuing interest b
shown in beekeeping, there were many present who were looki
get started with their first hive.

Bidding was briskly conducted by the regular auctioneer G
Harries, ably assisted yan Basterfield who held up almost eve
it em. The oO6paper wor kdéd was u
Garner.

The success of the event would not have been possible wi
the team of workers, many of whom were present throughout the
arrangingthe collection and labelling of incoming items, providi
refreshments, organising a raffle, helping purchasers collect
goods and finally ensuring th

The Taunton Beekeepewgere able to add over £400 to the
funds thatwill help to bring the building of new headquarters
Heatherton Park a step nearer.

Press release of the event issued by David Morris (editor)

Bee photography

Those wishing to take photographs of bees, or wanting to see bees in
more detail could do worse than visit this web site
www.thehoneygatherers.com and go to the stock photos section. Eric
Tourneret calls himself i The Bee Photographer, with very good
reason. The photographs were taken in many parts of the world, but
most are from his native France. There are hundreds of incredible
shots of every aspect of bees, bee life and beekeeping, including
pests and predators. Identifying the queen shoul dn 6t be
once you have seen the detailed shots, which include rival virgin
gueens establishing superiority.

From the May edition of Somerton Newsletteithanks Stewart


http://www.thehoneygatherers.com/

HIVE STAND

A simple hive stand for temporar
(rape) or permanent sitean be made
from two wooden rails i.e. 4 X :
inches set about 20 inches apart w
two braces. This then gives a 2 in
alighting board and can be made
take up to three hives. If only tw
hives are placed the third space c
be used when undertakin
maripulations or siting a nucleu
hive. | find a good lightweighi
support for these stands are 9 in
insulation blocks.

Miln Priscott

HAVE YOU CHANGED
YOUR E MAIL

ADDRESS?
WE WOULD LIKE TO THINK OUR

RECORDS REMAIN ALMOST
100% CORRECT

NUCLEII FOR SALE

J OHN RENDLE | -S
SI ZI NGO AND S
SURPLUS NICS AND OTHER
EQUIPMENT THAT HE HAS, FOR
SALE TO TAUNTON MEMBERS.
EACH SALE WILL SECURE A
DONATION TO T.B.K.A. PLEASE
TELEPHONE JOHN ON 0188¢
254914 FOR MORE DETAILS AND
AVAILABILITY

2010BEGINNERS
COURSE

During Marchthere were
five O6chal k an
Neroche Village Hall deved to
our Beginners/Introductory
course. A final practical sessio
was held in April at the
Heatherton Park Apiary.

The numbers attendin
averagd over 50 per session an
it is heartening to know that th
interest in beekeeping over tf
past few yearshtows no sign of
abating. Many of them hawv
joined the Division.

As far as the Division i<
concern, | believe the res¢
success was in the fact th
NINE different members were
involved in covering the nine
different modules and that near
all of them had a BBKA
qualification. This clearly
indicates the use to which exa
successes can be used to -
advantage of others. Our than!
must go to:

Jenny Gammon
Simon Jones
Barbara Drakeford
David Pearce
Anne Halpin
Rosemary & Eleanor Burgess
David Morris
Andy Coles
Ed

COMMITTEE SNIPPETS
With no more money coming from Bridgwater College, we will hé
to make a modest charge in future for our Intiidry and Continuatior
Courses. In the six years since its inception, Taunton have benefit
the tune of £23,400. The total across the county has been £151,5¢
we owe Ken Edwards hugethank you for his expertise and work
securing such sums.

1 The new toilet facilitiesare now in operation. Amongst those worki
in the pouring rain on Easter Saturday morning were Simon Jones,
Sanderson and hisoys, Malcolm Drakeford, Daviéearce Andy Coles and
Adam Robbins. A good lunch was provided Aypanda Smale€resswell and
her husband. It was Amanda | gather who was allowed the first flush ¢
opening ceremony!

1 The annual auction was again a success and again we have mem
the committee to thank for their commitment. (See the copy of egsmeport
in this Beelines for more information).

1 Note for your diary. The Hog Roast and Waggle Dance will be he
on 28" June. See programme card for further details.

3 g & g 53 ~ T z Y L3
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Heatherton Parkas itwasintheedr y 1 9 16e@rl§ S0 years ago
Picture passed on to me by David Charles



SOME KILL OR CURE REMEDIES FOR BEE STINGS

1 To stop the smarting of a bee sting apply somela@aded and
thinned with urine.

1 A bee sting treated with ammonia and whisky will relieve you in

measure.

Cure a bee sting by covering it with earwax.

Immediate relief from a bee sting can be secimedovering it with

a piece of lean raw meat.

1 If you are stung by a bee, use hahntrn: if bittenby a snake get
drunk.

1 If you would prefer to treat bee stings naturalige fresh cow
manure. Others suggest smeamvith mud or clayi lesssmelly!

1 If any person should b&ung by a bee or otharsect, rubsome
spirits ofturpentine on the place, atite pain will nearly cease in
one minute.

1 Rub the bee that has stung us, or any otheraseand the wound.
This is making the body thentidote to the tail.

1 An old English Apiarian advises a person wias bee stung, to
catch as speedily as possibleother bee, and make it sting on the
same spot!

Thanks to Warwickhire BKA via e bees

= =4

Shaking the bees in
front of the hive from:

Managements of Out-
Apiaries

by G.M. Doolittle
Published by A.l. Root

Co. Medina Ohio
1913



