....... : g X,
SA Y
z «@wﬁf—-

Newsletter April 2026

Committee members:
Pat Coleman (President), Ken Jeanes (Chair),
Chris Andrews (Vice Chair & Programme Secretary), Mike Craddock (Treasurer), Anne Collyer (Secretary), Jane Jeanes (SBKA
Trustee), Tony Johnstone, Jeremy Lee (Apiary Manager), Brian Magor, Hannah Thwaites and John Wood

Welcome to our April Newsletter

Thank you to all who have contributed to this month’s issue and we welcome any ideas for future issues. Please let
me have articles, notices etc by the 25" of the month for inclusion in the next issue.

As ever, if anyone needs more information or has a question to ask, please do not hesitate to contact me and | will
put you in touch with someone who can help.

Anne Collyer, Branch Secretary SESBKA

sesbkasecretary@gmail.com 07803 243643 Presscombe, Shepton Montague, Wincanton, BA9 8JG

Lionel’s April Bee Notes

For further information please contact Lionel: email [horler934@talktalk.net

| have checked four of my colonies this week as the weather was fine ‘shirt sleeve’ weather. I'm glad to report they
were as | expected except that the nuc from last year had drone brood along the bottom of one frame. They had
one empty frame so they were not short of room so | guess they may be thinking of changing their queen and | will
have to keep a close eye on that colony. | did plan to go through my other hives last Tuesday but the weather had
changed with the temperature down to 8° C so that has been put off until another day.

We have distributed lots of Yellow Legged Asian Hornet traps around our area in our attempt to catch any YLAH
gueens that may be flying up from Dorset. If anyone needs anymore bait or traps, | can supply more and soon | will
be able to supply posters which | hope can be put up around the area to alert the public of our problem and teach
them also to be on the lookout for this pest.

Our branch has been active this month having our dinner and a talk from Eleanor Burgess plus the frame making for
beginners at Shepton Montague. Then the beginners have their first taste of live bees at Hook Valley Apiary on 11
April.

/ e Entries for The Royal Bath & West Bees & Honey Show are now open.\
BATH &\)‘/Eﬁ Just click on the links below for more information.
oS Please note online entries only and entries close midnight on May 4.

B&W Show Honey Show Entry 2026
B&W Honey Show Schedule
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Castle Cary In Bloom 2026

Nicky Bolton

Last year you may remember that Cary in Bloom hosted a very successful scarecrow festival. This year
the theme of Cary in Bloom will be ‘Paint the Town Yellow’. This means that there will be a Sunflower
Trail that visitors can follow around the town. If you wish to make, grow, paint, knit one and show it
there will be entry forms available at the Market House. If you’re arty and wish to have your work
displayed at Art Display at the Market House during the first two weeks in July entry forms will be
available at the Market House.

There will be a Community Garden at the Newt in the Four Seasons Garden for the whole of July. We are
invited to plant a pot which will represent our organisation. The pot will be provided. | have requested a pot, so please
think about how we would like to plant up it up.

On 11th July there will be a Sow, Grow and Bloom Festival celebrating Cary in Bloom and the people and organisations that
make the town thrive. The festival will be community led, family friendly and rooted in local participation, with a strong
emphasis on horticulture, the environment and community involvement which are the judging criteria for Britain in Bloom.
This event will also be a fundraiser for the Pavillion Project alongside support for local charities and organisations. | have
requested that we have a stall at the event as it will be a useful event to garner support for beekeeping, but it will also be
an opportunity to share the risks that the yellow legged hornet poses both locally and nationally. Stall holders will pay a
small pitch fee and retain the remaining funds raised on their stall. The Newt has agreed to match fund money raised by
individual organisations.

So please any help for the above two events would be much appreciated. Thanks, Nicky

2026 Programme of Events

Chris Andrews, Programme Secretary christopherd.andrews@hotmail.co.uk

Please see below list of events confirmed so far. All apiary visits are weather dependent and | will keep you updated
regarding any changes.

Don’t forget that you will need to sign in at all apiary visits and supply an emergency contact number. If you have an
‘EpiPen’ please make sure you bring it with you and make a note on the sign-in sheet.

For those going to visits at the Branch Apiary please note warning from Jeremy Lee:

To note, the entrance from the road has washed out a lot over the winter. Be very careful as you pull in as a
deep trench & low cars will bottom out. Coming from either direction, slow down and indicate as far from the
approach as possible as cars travel at silly speeds up & down the road & don’t realise there is a gateway there
(unsigned). Kind regards, Jeremy Lee

Thursday 9*" April 7.15pm: Hive Pests with Catherine Fraser. The Market House, Castle Cary 7.15 for 7.30pm start.
Catherine will be focusing on wasps
Saturday 11*" April 11.00am Apiary Visit Hook Valley Branch Apiary. This is primarily for new members, beginners and
anyone who would like to help with those starting beekeeping. If you need to borrow a bee suit please let Anne know
(sesbkasecretary@gmail.com). Full details have been sent separately to those on the course and also who have already
volunteered as potential mentors
Saturday May 16" time thc Hook Valley Apiary open to all hopefully making splits
Saturday 23" May Shepton Montague Plant Sale — Volunteers needed please to help run the stall, selling honey and honey
products, engaging with the public re Asian Hornets and all bee related issues.
Thursday 28t — Saturday 30" May Royal Bath & West Show. Entry show details above. Details to follow regarding
volunteers required for stewarding in the Honey Show Tent
Saturday 6% June timings tbc Annual Bee Safari led by bee inspector Donald Mudie. We will be visiting the apiaries of
Mike Craddock, Jeremy Lee and Brian Magor.
Saturday 4" July timings tbc Apiary Visit to Abigail Booth
Saturday 11th July Sow, Grow and Bloom Festival celebrating Cary in Bloom — see item from Nicky Bolton above.
Saturday 17*" October SESBKA Honey Show The Market House, Castle Cary. 10.30 to 1pm
Thursday 12t November 7pm AGM The Market House, Castle Cary
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News from the Apiary

Jeremy Lee, Apiary Manager

Finally, the rain stopped! | have a hidden well under our patio and it overflows when the surrounding hills can no longer
support the ground water. | have to set up a series of hosepipes and use good only fashioned physics to drain it away. This
year, | needed 7 hose pipes to keep the levels down just to keep on top of it so many trips to the hardware store.

However, the wet weather did not stop the bees from expanding. Their 'yearly calendar’ relies on the length of daylight and
the queen starts her year’s work pretty soon after the winter equinox. Although with warming climates, maybe she never
stops at all. | opened my colonies for the first time during the brief period of warmer weather a fortnight ago to find every
one had at least 5 frames of sealed brood, all on the larger 14/12’s brood frames. Every colony was also still heavy with set
ivy honey that was accumulated during the early autumn which | fear will have to be removed just to give the queens laying
space. We are still early spring and the weather can get pretty chilly so | won’t remove it just yet.

The same week using the brief window in the weather, Brian, myself and Jeremy C (having delivered his beautiful new hive
stands) carried out the first apiary inspections. A similar story with 7 of the 9 colonies advancing well. Sadly, a promising
new queen from last season had (judging by the number of bees) recently faded away and the colony was starting to
produce drone cells. Quick thinking by Brian, we moved a weaker queen right colony to the hive location and shook out the
failed colony - hoping to give the queen right one a ‘leg up’. A bit of a risk in terms of the shaken out bees from the
queenless colony not accepting their new queen but there were just too many bees to, in effect, write off and dwindle
away. Life is all about some form of risk for reward and we felt that risk was worth it. Drone laying colonies are always
problematic. The rest of the colonies were just checked for eggs and if the queens presented themselves, inserted queen
excluders above them and checked the levels of stores.

Fingers crossed for the weather, we look forward to welcoming newcomers at the apiary to their first experience of bees in
early April. A good chance also for any mentors to come forward and meet their new charges. | adopted Lionel as my
mentor 10 plus years ago (I didn’t give him a choice) which was invaluable to me at the start of my journey. | have also
found mentoring rewarding so | would encourage those on the fence to sign up.

Apologies for all not to be present at the frame making workshop but your hard work will be very useful in the upcoming
months.

Rhubarb, Ginger and Honey Jam

My favourite jam recipe! (adapted from a BBC goodfood recipe)

1kg pink rhubarb — trimmed weight
1lkg sugar

100gm honey

Zest and juice of 2 lemons

50gm stem ginger, finely chopped
4cm piece fresh ginger, finely grated.

Wash the rhubarb and slice into 2cm pieces. Place in a large glass bowl and add rest of the ingredients.

Stir the mixture thoroughly, cover with a cloth and leave for about 2 hours to allow the sugar to dissolve into the rhubarb
juices, stirring occasionally.

Scoop the fruit and all the juices into a preserving pan and set over a medium heat. Stir until all the sugar has completely
dissolved and bring to the boil. Continue to cook at a fairly swift pace until the rhubarb is really tender and the conserve
has reached a setting point —about 15 minutes.

To test for a set, drop1/2 teaspoon of the jam onto a cold saucer and leave for 30 seconds, then gently push it with the tip
of your finger. If the jam wrinkles, setting point has been reached. If not, continue to cook for a further couple of minutes
and try again.

Remove from the heat and leave for 2-3 minutes before carefully pouring into warm sterilised jars. Seal immediately.




Skep Making

Would you like to learn how to make a skep? If so,
please let Anne know sesbkasecretary@gmail.com .
Depending on numbers interested we will arrange

Bookings open 8pm zsth Jan! some skep making sessions.
(55 Spaing 2026

Harper Adams University, Shropshire, TF10 8NB

Poly Nuc Amnesty!!

. @ i y Do you have a poly nuc borrowed from the apiary last year? If so,
Friday 17'" — Sunday 19*" April 2026 please get in touch with Jeremy Lee to arrange return. Thank you

Trade Show Saturday 18t

20+Lectures & 70+Workshops/Seminars
Wristband ticket prices held at 2023 prices

Trade Show only tickets just £6 on the day EQUipment available tO BorrOW

Programme, FAQS & Bookings: The following equipment is available for members to borrow — please
www.bbka.org.uk/springconvention contact Jeremy Lee. jgwlee@me.com

1 x 8 frame electric radial extractor

2 x 3 frame extractors

1 x Wax melter

1 x Uncapping machine and tray

2 x settling tanks

BBKA News

BBKA April Talk

The next in our monthly series of Zoom talks is: 'The big three, and one ugly cousin' by Jamie Ellis on
Tuesday 21st April at 7pm. Jamie will discuss the top three issues that plague honey bee colonies and
how to address them.

Dr. Jamie Ellis is the Gahan Endowed Professor of Entomology in the Entomology and Nematology
Department at the University of Florida. He has a BS degree in Biology from the University of Georgia
(USA) and a PhD in Entomology from Rhodes University in South Africa. At the University of Florida,
Jamie has responsibilities in extension, instruction, and research. Regarding his extension work, Jamie
works with assorted clientele through diverse programming such as the UF/IFAS Bee College and the
UF/IFAS Master Beekeeper Program. As an instructor, Jamie supervises PhD and masters students.
Currently, Jamie and his team have over 30 active research projects in the fields of honey bee
husbandry, conservation, and ecology.

Zoom link: https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/81233819992?pwd=DYMZxTImJjpRCLIjYjvbIixgybQQdSZ.1
Meeting ID: 812 3381 9992 Passcode: 527929

A recording of this talk will be available on the BBKA Member Hub for those unable to watch live
together with recordings of all previous talks.

Kind regards,

Richard Oliver

BBKA Trustee & Chair of E&H Committee
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'‘Asian Hornet Watch' App

The best way to report any sightings is via the 'Asian Hornet Watch' app.

The home screen of the App allows users to check similar species and report a
sighting. A photo is requested as key to identification. Date and location are
auto completed and brief comments can be included. A reminder about
personal safety is also included. Reporting can lead to investigation and nest
destruction which is vital for eradication.

The Asian Hornet Watch app is available for both android and iPhone — please
click on the link below for more information about the Asian Hornet and how to
download the app.

https://www.bbka.org.uk/identify-report-asian-hornet
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And Finally........

In the hive it's all go. When the sun is shining it's like Heathrow or any other international airport.
Take-offs and landings happening at the same time. According to one visitor the coolest bees are the
ones that fly straight into the hive with their cargo of nectar and pollen without making a landing on
the board. The more experienced beekeepers who come to visit often say there is much that bees can
teach us humans, although that is more often with reference to the structure of the bee colony than
landing techniques.

To quote Maurice Maeterlinck: "the individual is nothing, (her existence conditional only, and herself,
for one indifferent moment,) a winged organ of the race. Her whole life is an entire sacrifice to the
manifold, everlasting being whereof she forms part."

Maurice Maeterlinck 1862-1949. Belgian writer and poet awarded the Nobel Prize for in Literature
1911.

Pat Coleman
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