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Newsletter June 2026

Committee members:
Pat Coleman (President), Ken Jeanes (Chair),
Chris Andrews (Vice Chair & Programme Secretary), Mike Craddock (Treasurer), Anne Collyer (Secretary), Jane Jeanes (SBKA
Trustee), Tony Johnstone, Jeremy Lee (Apiary Manager), Brian Magor, Hannah Thwaites and John Wood

Welcome to our June Newsletter.
Chris Andrews is busy planning the Annual Safari on Saturday June 6th, and full details are in the newsletter. This is an ideal
opportunity to meet and quiz Donald, a very experienced beekeeper and local bee inspector. Itis an all-day event with a ‘bring
your own’ picnic lunch at Jeremy Lee’s home apiary. All members are very welcome for all or part of the day. Please note
Chris’s new email address as shown in the ‘Events’ section.

Members have been busy supporting local events. Ken and
Lionel went to Teals Open Day, Ken, Jane, Lionel and Chris
took the stand at Shepton Montague Plant Sale and |
visited Bruton Primary School to talk to years 3 & 4 about
bees and their role in pollination. Great fun and lots of
excellent questions!

next month’s issue but in the meantime a huge
thank you to Lionel, Jane, Ken, Nicky and James for
organising the stand and all those who volunteered
to help over the three days. Plus, of course, Guy
Clothier, who once again put on a fantastic display
of skep making

If any members are asked to give talks or support local events — please let me know so that | can include all events in the
annual charity engagement report submitted to Somerset BKA.

Also in this month’s newsletter is an article by Hannah Thwaites regarding free bee training — yes, it really is free!

NB Lionel Horler has changed his email address to lhorler934@gmail.com

Thank you to all who have contributed to this month’s issue and we welcome any ideas for future issues. Please let me have
articles, notices etc by the 25 of the month for inclusion in the next issue.

As ever, if anyone needs more information or has a question to ask, please do not hesitate to contact me and | will put you in
touch with someone who can help.

Anne Collyer, Branch Secretary SESBKA

sesbkasecretary@gmail.com 07803 243643 Presscombe, Shepton Montague, Wincanton, BA9 8JG
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2026 Programme of Events

Chris Andrews, Programme Secretary christopherdandrews1957 @gmail.com

Please see below list of apiary visits, talks and events the branch is attending confirmed so far. All apiary visits are weather
dependent, and | will keep you updated regarding any changes.

Don’t forget that you will need to sign in at all apiary visits and supply an emergency contact number. If you have an
‘EpiPen’ please make sure you bring it with you and make a note on the sign-in sheet.

Saturday 6" June - Annual Bee Safari led by Bee Inspector Donald Mudie. We will be visiting the apiaries of Mike
Craddock, Jeremy Lee and Brian Magor. See detailed programme below

Saturday 18" July - Apiary Visit to Abigail Booth Wincanton 2pm NB CHANGE OF DATE

Saturday 11th July Sow, Grow and Bloom Festival celebrating Cary in Bloom, Donald Pither Memorial Field, Castle Cary
12.00 - 18.00

Thursday 13" August ‘Showing Honey’ with Suzie Perkins, (Judge for our Honey Show this year) The Market House Castle
Cary, 7.15pm

Thursday 17t September ‘Making Mead’ with Bridget Knutson The Market House, Castle Cary 7.15pm

Saturday 17*" October SESBKA Honey Show The Market House, Castle Cary. 10.30 to 1pm

Thursday 12" November 7pm AGM The Market House, Castle Cary

SESBKA Annual Bee Safari

You are all invited to join the Annual Bee Safari on Saturday 6th June. This is led by Bee Inspector, Donald Mudie, and is an
ideal opportunity to look at other apiaries and quiz Donald about all bee-related issues. If you are unable to stay the whole day
please feel free to join in when you can and stay for as long as you can. Bring a picnic and the lunch stop will be at Jeremy Lee's
apiary.

Please make sure that your Bee suits are clean and that you bring clean gloves and wellies.

Please let Chris Andrews know if you plan to attend, need to borrow a suit and/or can bring a cake.

(Please note correct address this time!!) christopherdandrews1957@gmail.com
Timetable for the day:

10am Mike Craddock's Apiary, Horsington Sandpit Cottage, Meads Lane, BA8 ODJ Postcode: BA8
0DJ : https://what3words.com/interacts.glee.technical

Sandpit Cottage is situated down a single track, no-through road, which is only accessible via Stowell Lane and NOT from the
main A357, in Horsington. Stowell Lane is the first right hand turn when coming from Wincanton, after passing the Grange on
the left and exiting the village 30 mph speed limit.

If travelling from Templecombe, just before you reach the village 30 mph limit, turn left into Stowell lane, signposted “Stowell”.
After driving only 600 metres on Stowell Lane, turn sharp right at the fingerpost signed ‘Stowell 1 %4’ and drive down to the

end.

Parking is available at the end of the lane on two driveways and a lay-by, but if it's dry and you have an SUV or 4x4, then feel
free to turn right and park up into the field.

11.15 - 11.30 To Jeremy Lee's Apiary The Dairy House, Whitcombe Farm, Corton Denham' DT9

41X  ///trickling.obiliging.approach

From Sandpit Cottage go back to Stowell Lane and turn left, turn left onto A357. Turn left on Hardings Lane and follow through
Holton Village, follow road and join the A303. Leave the A303 signed to South Cadbury. Turn left and then turn right at the top
of the road toward South Cadbury. Go through the village and keep on this road. Turn left onto Kembers Hill, in approx. 300m
turn left into Whitcombe Farm Lane.

Followed by picnic lunch

14-15 to 14-30PM Brian Magors Apiary, Little Lattiford, Lattiford Estate, BA9 8AH ///liked.helpfully.touched

Turn Right out of Whitcombe Farm onto Kembers Hill and go back toward South Cadbury. Turn right opposite The Camelot Pub
into Compton Road. Follow this road for several miles. you will run parallel with the A303 for a time. Compton Road runs into
Anchor Hill. Lattiford Estate is on the right. If you reach the A357 you have gone too far.

16.00PM Finish

Brian has kindly offered to supply tea at the end of the safari so we need volunteers to supply cakes please.
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Lionel’s May Bee Notes

For further information please contact Lionel: email |horler934@gmail.com

NB New email address

The weather cannot be relied on to keep to the seasons we used to know. Although mostly the days have been warm and
sunny there has been torrential rain and even some hail storms and still the nights have been cold when the bees seem to
enjoy a lie in and only appear when the sun shines. The hedgerow and garden plants seem to be very early producing lots
of nectar and pollen to encourage the bees to rear young and build up stores very early. Add to this that there is a lot of
Rape in my area this year which is another problem for me.

All of the above keeps the bees very busy and | am taking off more honey than | ever have at this time of the year and the
bees make it known that they don’t like it. They are behaving as they usually do in July/August.

This is the first time | have had problems with Rape honey, | collected it as soon as the Rape flowers died back, spun it from
the frames and then had to warm the honey before it would go through the strainer and now | have buckets of honey
granulating already. How do people present Rape honey in a liquid form for sale?

So, what with the angry bees when | take the honey and the problems when extracting and bottling it | think | much prefer
my old multifloral honey, it much more suits the quieter lifestyle | am used to.

Congratulations again to Jeremy Lee and his gang at Hook Valley, | hear the meetings with the beginners are a great success
and are increasing the knowledge of our new members.

The Branch was represented at the Teals Farm Shop charity day this month talking to the public and educating them about
honeybees

Asian Hornets are still being found in Dorset and a nest was discovered in Derbyshire this month so please KEEP ALERT and
inspect your traps daily.

/ Cary In Bloom \

For further information please contact Nicky Bolton azores14.nb@gmail.com

Hi all, ‘Cary In Bloom’ is building up momentum. The town is beginning to think about sunflowers so we can paint the town
yellow. In terms of the beekeepers, | have committed us to filling a pot with plants that represent beekeeping, so any idead
would be gratefully accepted. The filled pot has should be dropped off at The Creamery at the end of June.

The big event of the summer will be the Sow, Grow and Bloom festival on Pithers Field on 11th July. This is a summer
festival to celebrate Cary in Bloom and the people and organisations that make the town thrive. It is planned to be a
community led, family friendly festival with a strong emphasis on horticulture, the environment and community
involvement. The event will act as a fundraiser for the Pavillion Project alongside support for local charities and
organisations. We have a pitch booked for our stall. | feel it will be important to have a presence there as we can hopefully
garner support from local people to join our branch. We can also spread the word about the risks the yellow legged hornet
poses. It can also be an opportunity to sell beekeeping products.

Please let me know if you can be available to help on the day for some or all of it. If you can’t come along to help, then
come and enjoy the festivities! azores14.nb@gmail.com

An Afternoon Skep Making Class

We look forward to seeing the finished articles!
Thank you to Jeremy C for organising this session
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Honey Ginger Bread &

(@;
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: T 3 oz wholemeal flour
40z margarine 2 oz sugar
8 oz Honey 1 rounded teaspoon
Y pint milk mixed spice 2 level teaspoons ground
2 eggs 2 level teaspoons ginger
50z plain flour bicarbonate of soda

Using a large saucepan, warm together the margarine and honey. Add milk and allow mixture to cool. Beat eggs and add to
cooled mixture. Sieve dry ingredients together in a bowl, add the cooled mixture and mix. Turn into a greased and lined 7”
square tin (editor’s note: | use a 8” x 7.5” silicon square ‘tin’ which works well). Bake on the middle shelf at Mark 2 150°C

(140°C Fan) for 1 % to 1 % hours.

News from the Apiary

Jeremy Lee, Apiary Manager

| write this as the bank holiday weekend’s scorching weather is subsiding. Yet more temperatures records broken and they
say Europe will be experiencing the brunt of global warming going forwards. | had a long taxi journey last August from
Cahor to Toulouse with a driver who spoke no English in 40 plus degree heat. Luckily my rusty French didn’t fail me, but we
established that the centre of France has been getting consistently hotter year on year and the winters get wetter and
wetter. My bees at home have been very busy in the heat but apparently with very little reward. The huge weight increases
of three weeks ago (22kgs a week - biggest daily rise of nearly 4kgs) have subsided and the scales are very slightly going
backwards. There was an article in last month’s BBKA magazine about the traditional June gap. In last year’s dry spell, that
gap went through July and August with virtually no summer honey followed by a large September flow with the ivy. It's
hard to see if there will be any reliable patterns going forwards with very mild winters and hotter summers. As beekeepers,
the rule book seems now very ‘fluid’ and we must all think on our feet, respond to earlier brood development rather than
the more traditional yearly ‘milestones’.

We had a successful apiary visit a few weeks ago. Successful in terms of James demonstrating how to make up nucs by
splitting strong colonies. Less successful in terms of the nucs we had made a few weeks ago from colonies developing
queen cells. It appears the cold snap (and it was very cold after some beautiful early May weather) seriously diminishes the
chances of successful queen mating. Looking through other colonies, we had queen cells that had hatched with no
returning queens. We even marked a queen that was back and mated only to find she had failed 10 days later. The window
is very narrow of her hatching, maturing in the hive before her mating flight/flights. If that weather window closes for a few
days, all bets are off. We will continue to make splits in the hope of furnishing those who want bees to start their
beekeeping journey. If only beekeeping was easy!!

Kind regards, Jeremy Lee 07749809097




The Government Is Funding Beekeeping Lessons - Honestly

Hannah Thwaites hanthwaites@hotmail.co.uk

Did someone say free bee training? Naturally, | assumed there had to be a catch. Free
and beekeeping rarely appear in the same sentence unless somebody’s swarm has
just landed in your hedge.

But after spotting a social media post about something called Hive-Side Training, a
pilot scheme funded by the UK Government under the Healthy Bees Plan 2030,
curiosity got the better of me. The promise of a “practical, hands-on beekeeping
education programme” was enough to lure me in, smoker and all.

A few weeks ago, | headed to Hampshire to attend a session run by Beckys Beezzz's,
and, in short, it was brilliant.

For four hours, 10 of us were given a behind-the-scenes
look at how a large-scale commercial operation actually works. And when | say large-scale, |
mean large. This year alone they’ve already imported in 1,500 Queens from Italy and Denmark
(later in the year the Queens will come from Romania), sold more than 300 nucs, plan to sell
another 350 this season, and still expect to go into winter with around 750 nuc colonies. On
top of this are their honey production apiaries...

It was part theory, part practical, all set against the stunning backdrop of the Andover
countryside. We covered everything from hive inspections and treatment plans to checking Varroa levels using icing sugar
rolls. Interestingly as part of their hive setup, they squeeze 12 frames into a standard National brood box, doing away with
a dummy board.

Part of the day involved pairing up to inspect colonies that had recently returned from pollinating orchards, talking through
what we could see in the brood patterns, stores and overall colony condition. It was hands-on, relaxed and refreshingly
honest - no jargon-filled lectures, just practical beekeeping from people who do it at scale every day.

If you get the chance to attend one of these sessions, I'd thoroughly recommend it. Whether you’re looking to sharpen
your skills, compare notes with other beekeepers or simply spend a day talking about bees without your family glazing over,
it’s well worth the time.

And yes, somehow, it really is free.

Hive-Side Training (HST) at a glance:

* Who it’s for: Intermediate beekeepers (they recommend 3+ years’ experience)

¢ Delivered by: The Bee Farmers’ Association in partnership with the Animal & Plant Health Agency

e Cost: Fully government funded (a refundable £20 deposit is required when booking and returned on the day in cash)

e Where/when: https://hivesidetraining.org.uk/book-training/ Sessions are running across the country until 8th August

I’'m happy for anyone to message me with any questions about the course or want to know more about what to expect

Hannah Thwaites hanthwaites@hotmail.co.uk

/ BBKA News \

BBKA June Talk

The next in our monthly series of Zoom talks is: ‘The Hive in July’ with Jack Silberrad, NBU Regional Bee
Inspector, on Tuesday 16" June at 7pm.

Zoom link: https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/81233819992?pwd=DYMZxTImJjpRCLJjYjvbixgybQQdSZ.1

Meeting ID: 812 3381 9992 Passcode: 527929

A recording of this talk will be available on the BBKA Member Hub afterwards for those unable to watch live.
Kind regards,

Richard Oliver
QBKA Trustee & Chair of E&H Committee /



hanthwaites@hotmail.co.uk
https://hivesidetraining.org.uk/book-training/
hanthwaites@hotmail.co.uk
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81233819992?pwd=DYMZxTImJjpRCLJjYjvbIxgybQQdSZ.1

