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Newsletter March 2026

Committee members:
Pat Coleman (President), Ken Jeanes (Chair),
Chris Andrews (Vice Chair & Programme Secretary), Mike Craddock (Treasurer), Anne Collyer (Secretary), Jane Jeanes (SBKA
Trustee), Tony Johnstone, Jeremy Lee (Apiary Manager), Brian Magor, Hannah Thwaites and John Wood

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2026 with a special welcome to all those who have now completed the six-week
theory course for beginners. We look forward to meeting you all at the various talks and visits organised by Chris
(details later in the newsletter).

Spring is definitely making an appearance, and we have watched our bees all busy collecting pollen, water and
carrying out cleaning duties. However, this probably means that there will be a lot of mouths to feed in the coming
weeks before much nectar is produced so we will be checking stores and feeding more fondant where necessary.
Thank you to all who have contributed to this month’s issue and we welcome any ideas for future issues. Please let
me have articles, notices etc by the 25" of the month for inclusion in the next issue.

As ever, if anyone needs more information or has a question to ask, please do not hesitate to contact me and | will
put you in touch with someone who can help.

Anne Collyer, Branch Secretary SESBKA

sesbkasecretary@gmail.com 07803 243643 Presscombe, Shepton Montague, Wincanton, BA9 8JG

REMINDER Somerset Beekeepers Association AGM
Saturday 7 March 2026

The event is being held at The Crossways, North Wootton BA4 4EU,
approximately 5 miles west of Shepton Mallet. There is a car park at the venue.
Directions will be sent to everyone attending.

The format of the day will be: -
Delegates arrive from 12 noon for lunch at 12.30 (pre booked only by 21/2)
Lecture 2pm to 3pm (Prof. Claire Bethune- A sting in the tail: when beekeeping bites back)
Tea and coffee
3.30pm AGM
Tea and coffee will be provided throughout the day for all attendees, and a bar will be available at the venue.

KPIease let us know if you wish to attend by emailing LorraineDWright@outlook.com /
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THE ROYAL

BATH&WEST Entries for The Royal Bath & West Bees & Honey Show are now open.
Just click on the links below for more information.

Please note online entries only and entries close midnight on May 4.

B&W Show Honey Show Entry 2026
B&W Honey Show Schedule

/
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GIFT AID

Mike Craddock — Treasurer email romibrcr@gmail.com

Dear Member,

Did you know your annual subscription could be worth 25% more to our association at no extra cost to you?

If eligible for Gift Aid, we can reclaim the basic rate of tax from HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC). This means that
for every £10 you pay, we can claim an additional £2:50 to support our charitable work.

To qualify:

e You must be a UK taxpayer.

¢ You must have paid enough Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax
. to cover the amount reclaimed.

4 > e You must complete a valid Gift Aid declaration.

| eThe subscription must be paid from your own funds.

e The membership must not provide significant personal benefits

beyond HMRC's permitted limits.
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By choosing Gift Aid, you increase your support at no extra cost. If you receive an email from the Treasurer during
March, please check your eligibility and complete the declaration if you are willing and able (also shown below).
Thank you for your continued support.

Mike Craddock

(SESBKA Treasurer)

d» GIFT AID DECLARATION

BBKA (Charity No. 212025) & SBKA (Charity No.1081231)
Boost your subscription or donation by 25p for every £1 you pay — at no extra cost to you.

Please tick one:

O | want the British Beekeepers Association and/or Somerset Beekeepers Association to Gift Aid this payment
and any future eligible payments | make.

O | want the British Beekeepers Association and/or Somerset Beekeepers Association to Gift Aid this payment
and any eligible payments | have made in the past 4 years, and all future eligible payments.
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| am a UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year than
the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations to all charities it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

| understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify.

Signature: Date:  /  /

Please notify your Association if you wish to cancel this declaration, change your name or home address, or no longer
pay sufficient tax.


romibrcr@gmail.com

Lionel’s March Bee Notes

For further information please contact Lionel: email lhorler934@talktalk.net

Let’s start by showing my appreciation of all the people who have completed our beginners’ course and then go on to
become useful members of our branch with special thanks to those who now serve on our committee. There is no better
way to show how useful the beginners’ course is, thanks to you all.

On another subject we had a very good Asian Hornet Seminar in Bridgwater in January, many good speakers who updated
us on the numbers last year. 544 sightings- 162 nests destroyed and 21 queens trapped, and yet the message was keep
alert, keep reporting sightings and we can still keep this menace controlled if not completely halted. One of the trade stands
showed all the equipment for catching, tagging and tracking a hornet back to her nest which was fascinating but at £2400 a
bit too expensive for the SE Branch!

We also had our SBKA lecture day in February. As usual a good day with speakers including our own Geoff Blay who gave a
very well researched presentation on how we can expect our bees to behave following climate change and all that entails.
There were also some interesting workshops to get involved with.

| think the Asian Hornet and Varroa are enough for us to worry about without spending time thinking about pests that are
not here yet such as the Small Hive Beetle, Tropilaelaps and the Giant Asian Hornet.

News from the Apiary

Jeremy Lee, Apiary Manager

Once again, my first contribution to the newsletter of the year is written under leaden skies, wet mucky dogs and a garden
that resembles a marsh. Saying that, when the sun has hit my hives at home on the warmer days, the bees seem to come
out as if they are swarming. Not surprising as most will have had to ‘cross their legs’ during the darker months and are
desperate for the loo. Now past mid-February there is almost three hours extra daylight than the 21st of December and the
qgueens in the stronger colonies will be laying well. Now is the time to heft any hives and apply some fondant to any feeling
on the light side. Colonies can soon run out of food once there are thousands of new mouths to feed.

I had a quick check at the branch apiary in the middle of January to make sure that the various storms hadn’t caused any
damage. Gladly, none sustained and even a few bees flying. We tried to make every colony up there as strong as possible in
the autumn by combining any hives that were on the small side. Often, difficult decisions to make as to which queen to
save but you are often condemning the whole colony to starvation if decisive action isn’t taken. As James always says, it is
all too easy to spend 80% of your beekeeping time on 20% of your colonies, often with a negative outcome.

It’s great to see some real enthusiasm in the newcomers from the couple of Lionel’s brilliant beginners’ course on Tuesday
nights that | attended. | think everyone returned the next week after the ‘pests and diseases’ session which shows some
resilience. Hopefully, we can repay that enthusiasm with some productive apiary sessions. We are keen to take queen
rearing to the next step at the apiary with some new methods and mini hives.

Brian and | popped up to the apiary on Saturday 21% as some of you will have seen by the live camera update*.

All nine colonies were flying well and all bringing in pollen. Last year we lost five colonies by the time of the first inspections
in March and hopefully the extra diligence this year with varroa treatments, has made a big difference. We aren’t out of the
woods, but it is an encouraging start. It is sopping wet down there and the Jeep almost didn’t make it out!!

*To log into the live camera update please see instructions below
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*You can log in and look at the apiary yourself via your smart phone.

The camera is live at Hook Valley. If you are interested, try the below instructions. It even works

at night which is useful?? Reolink Go
You can either download the Reolink app to your smart phone or UID: 9527000283T7MWCT
install the same client browser on your laptop/pc/mac. The link — L-
el I below is for MAC/I0S - click the Windows link at the bottom of
]

the webpage below for PC/Windows.
https://reolink.com/my/software-and-manual/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw7KqZBhCBARIsAIl-
fTKIFBPY|lj3v9jJstyUwuYSJSruXNa86TcnuXkN4CQIRMORTVdM7jKkaArLWEALwW wcB

To add the camera to the client/desk top app press the plus sign where it says add camera E

Device UID is 952700025317MWCT username — Apiary Password — Solaruk2024!
On the app scan the attached QR code and same login details.

2026 Programme of Events

Chris Andrews, Programme Secretary christopherd.andrews@hotmail.co.uk

Here is the March 2026 programme update, further events/visits are in the pipeline and will be added as the year
progresses.

Wednesday 11t March You are all invited to the SESBKA Annual Dinner at The Orchard, Galhampton BA22 7BA 6.30pm
This is an ideal opportunity to meet up with members of the branch at an informal event, and you are welcome to bring a
guest. Please can you make your choices from the attached menu and let Chris Andrews know by Sunday 1st March.
(payment made direct to The Orchard on the day) Please email to christopherd.andrews@hotmail.co.uk To see the menu
please click on the link Orchard Inn Dinner Menu 2026.pdf

NB CHANGE OF DATE!! Thursday 12t March Preseason Preparation with Eleanor Burgess. The Market House, Castle Cary
7.15 for 7.30pm start. Please email Chris Andrews if you are planning to come. An ideal opportunity for all members of all
levels of experience to consider actions needed for the start of the season.

Tuesday 24" March Frame Building Course at Shepton Montague Village Hall BA9 8JB (next to St Peter’s Church Lower
Shepton) 7pm — 9pm. Aimed primarily at those on the Beginners Course but open to all who wish to hone their skills!

Thursday 9" April Hive Pests with Catherine Fraser. The Market House, Castle Cary 7.15 for 7.30pm start

Beebase

BeeBase is the Animal and Plant Health Agency's (APHA) National Bee Unit website. It is
) - : - designed for beekeepers and supports Defra, Welsh Government and Scotland's Bee Health
BL’C B a8€ Programmes. BeeBase supports the aims of the Healthy Bees Plan 2030, which focuses on
protecting and sustaining our valuable national bee stocks.

The website provides a wide range of apicultural information for beekeepers, to help keep their colonies healthy and
productive. It provides a wide range of beekeeping information, such as the activities of the NBU, honey bee related
legislation, pests and diseases information which includes their recognition and control, publications, advisory leaflets and
key contacts. Please play your part and help us by signing up to BeeBase here

Why is it so important to register on BeeBase?

As well as containing useful information on beekeeping, BeeBase is a vital tool in the control of bee disease and pests.
Where statutory pests or diseases (e.g. foulbrood) are confirmed, the NBU uses BeeBase to identify apiaries at risk in the
local area and, as a result, conduct surveillance and target control measures effectively. By knowing where colonies are, we
can help you manage disease risks in your area. Such risks include the incursion of serious exotic pest threats such as the
small hive beetle and the Asian Hornet. The more beekeepers who are registered, the more robust our bee health
surveillance is and, crucially, the better our chances of eliminating pests and diseases.

Extract taken from Foulbrood diseases of Honey Bees and other common brood disorders published by the National Bee
Unit
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Honey, seed and oat bars

Ingredients:
3 tbsp honey

150g rolled oats

40g desiccated coconut

100g mixed seeds (pumpkin sunflower, sesame etc - your choice)
2 tbsp chia seeds

80g dried fruit (sultanas, dried cranberries - your choice)

1tsp cinnamon

Pinch of salt

100g butter (or coconut oil for dairy-free)

80g sugar

2 tbsp cacao nibs (optional)

Method:

1. Preheat the oven to 180 °C. Line a 20 cm x 25 cm slice tin with baking paper

Place the oats, coconut, seeds, dried fruit, cinnamon, and a pinch of salt into a large bowl and combine

3. Inasmall saucepan, melt together the honey butter, and sugar, stirring until the sugar has dissolved. Take care
not to let it boil. Pour this over the dry ingredients and mix well to coat everything evenly

4. Tip the mixture into the prepared tin and press it down firmly and evenly into the base. Bake for 20—25 minutes,
until golden

5. Set the tin on a rack and leave to cool for 20—30 minutes. The slice will feel quite soft at this stage but will firm
up as it cools. Holding the baking paper, lift the slice from the tin and leave to cool completely on a rack

6. Once cool, use a large sharp knife to first score, then confidently slice into bars. Store in an airtight container in
the pantry and enjoy within a week
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Poly Nuc Amnesty!!

Do you have a poly nuc borrowed from the apiary last year? If so,
please get in touch with Jeremy Lee to arrange return. Thank you

- o 5
% .
%unpgp W

Harper Adams University, Shropshire, TF10 8NB

Equipment available to Borrow

Friday 17th — Sunday 19" April 2026 The following equipment is available for members to borrow — please

Trade Show Saturday 18th contact Jeremy Lee. jgwlee@me.com
20+Lectures & 70+Workshops/Seminars 1 x 8 frame electric radial extractor
Wristband ticket prices held at 2023 prices 2x3 frame extractors
Trade Show only tickets just £6 on the day 1 x Wax melter
1 x Uncapping machine and tray
Programme, FAQS & Bookings: 2 x settling tanks

www.bbka.org.uk/springconvention
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SBKA News

BBKA March Talk

The next in our series of Zoom talks will be 'Yellow-legged Asian Hornet' with Lucie Chaumeton on Tuesday 17th March
2026, 7pm.

Lucie is a BBKA Trustee, Vice Chair of the YLAH Committee and AHAT Coordinator for North London Beekeepers. She will
be covering YLAH awareness, spring trapping and monitoring.

Zoom link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81233819992?pwd=DYMZxTImJjpRCLjYjvbixgybQQdSZ.1

Meeting ID: 812 3381 9992 Passcode: 527929

A recording of this talk will be available on the BBKA Member Hub for those unable to watch live together with recordings
of all previous talks.

Kind regards, Richard Oliver, BBKA Trustee & Chair of E&H Committee

BBKA News

We have received important updates from DEFRA, which we are now able to share with you:
e a list of the OS grid squares corresponding to nests with a high risk of having produced sexual adults - see the
message quoted below for DEFRA’s definition of high risk
e a map categorising all 2025 nests as high, medium and low risk - see attachment Nest Risk Levels
As we already know, DEFRA will not be carrying out any spring queen trapping in 2026, but they have released this
information so any beekeepers willing to do so can organise some trapping. We have invited NBU representatives to
present at our next YLAH online forum on the 12th March, so the modalities of spring trapping can be discussed further
then, but for now BBKA’s YLAH Committee interprets this to mean:
e using non-kill traps
e only within a 5km range of high and medium risk nests - hibernating queens typically stay close to the nest and the
NBU aimed to have at least 1 trap per km2 last year
e with due regard for the safety of monitors involved, as documented in the Onboarding Guide available on the
Member Hub
e outside the high and medium risk areas : no spring trapping, worker monitoring only later in the year (there is an
increased demand from worker hornets to visit bait stations from mid July onwards)
Finally, we draw your attention to the last sentence of DEFRA’s email below:
'We are asking anyone who traps a YLH spring queen to take steps to kill or prevent release and report it via the Asian
Hornet Watch App or the online reporting form.'
Kind regards,
Warwick Newson - BBKA Trustee and Chair of YLAH Committee
Lucie Chaumeton - BBKA Trustee and Vice Chair of YLAH Committee

Original DEFRA message:

Thank you for agreeing to oversee the spring trapping being carried out by the beekeepers and Yellow-legged Asian Hornet
teams. Please find below a description of the analysis that was done to identify areas where there may be a higher risk of
overwintering Yellow Legged Hornets (YLHs). This was done using data from nests destroyed in 2023 and 2024 to predict
which nests in 2025 released reproductive drones prior to destruction in 2025.

In England in 2025, a total of 32 nests were destroyed on or after 30th September. Fera have calculated that nests had a
probability of producing reproductive drones of between 18 — 50% by this point. Therefore, these areas are considered to
be of higher risk. The grid references for the 1 km squares where these nests were found have been listed. Two of the nests
were located in the same 1 km square and therefore there are only 31 grid references.

High risk nests with 1 km grid references:

We are asking anyone who traps a YLH spring queen to take steps to kill or prevent release and report it via the Asian
Hornet Watch App or the online reporting form.

Thanks once again for your support. Defra Bee Health Policy
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