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Spring continues

It finally looks like a good start to the Beekeeping Season. The weather has
been good for bees, although there are already wasps about, with one bee-
keeper telling me that they have been in attendance around his hives all winter.

Next Saturday (April 5th) sees the start for new Beekeepers’ practical sessions,
and although the numbers were looking exceptionally low, tey have taken a
boost of late, and we’re expecting  20 people at the apiary for the first session.
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Letter from the Chair
What a welcome surprise it has been… the advent of
Spring. The past couple of weeks have been glorious
with the emergence of flowers, planting, beautiful
birdsong and of course the bee activity! Alongside
hope and anticipation for the season, comes a slight
feeling of regret. How I wish I had completed the less
welcome jobs earlier including cleaning, preparation
and organisation of various pieces of hive equipment.
It is nothing new, this feeling of not being in a state of readiness, it happens
every year!

We have a new Branch president! Congratulations to Joe King, who is the
perfect ambassador for our Branch. Joe has been central to so much that is
good about the Somerton and District Branch. A friendly, knowledgeable and
welcoming face who has been instrumental in introducing and helping so many
enjoy the world of Beekeeping.

In the election of a new president there was clear angst amongst those that
voted. To quote some of the comments-
Both Joe and Stewart are very worthy people and it is hard to choose between
them
Both of these gentlemen are perfect for the job
So congratulations to both nominees. There is a clear appetite amongst those
that voted, that you both deserve to be recognised and honoured for all you
have done in the past and continue to do.

I hope everyone who attended the coffee
morning at the apiary last Saturday, en-
joyed it as much as I did. It was good to
see so many members sitting in the Spring
sunshine and enjoying the chance to min-
gle and chat. We had some unwanted
equipment for sale, much donated and in
total the morning raised almost £700 for
the apiary extension. What an excellent
result! Thanks to Alison Clewes for organ-
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ising the morning and all those who assisted.

The apiary extension is progressing well and we now have
a roof! Before too long the sub committee will have the
chance reorganise all of the indoor space and make every-
thing we store more accessible, including the library and
then for the official re-opening!

At our committee meeting this month, we discussed some of the details of this
year’s action plan. This included managing the building project, the beginners
course, education events for membership, the next social event, how to promote
all we do to the public and the possibility of a new annual branch award to
recognise the contribution made by individual Branch members. Richard Lockyer
has volunteered to pick up the reigns of running ‘Eric’s Emporium’. Thanks to him
for offering to do so. This is a Branch service greatly valued by the membership.

Geoff Blay’s talk last Thursday was a reminder, if we needed it, of last year’s
challenging year, weather-wise and how many of us are having to manage the
aftermath, at the start of this season. There were many useful reminders for
beekeepers of all levels of experience. The end of the presentation showed a
photograph of an apiary surrounded by a sea of borage! It inspired me and I am
off to buy some more seeds!

Gillian Islip
Chair, Somerton and District Branch SBKA
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Apiinvert.  Syrup ready to feed  bees.  Unlike sugar solution it requires no mixing, more
readily accepted and less work required for the bees to invert  (not wasting energy),
more close to a natural food.
13kg  1 - 4 boxes  £26 each,  5 + boxes £25 each
Apifonda.  If you are venturing on a Queen rearing project this fondant is what you
need.  Very similar to  Apiinvert, it is a paste not a liquid.  If a colony becomes light
through the course of the winter a dollop of fondant could well be the difference
between life and death of the bees.
1 x 2.5 Kg bag £5.00,  1 box 12.5 Kg £25,  2 + boxes £24 each
The Apiinvert can be fed as a 'gee up' in the spring, emergency feeding during the 'June
gap' and of course at the end of the season when preparing for winter.
National Foundation  Available at excellent prices.
Deep wired,  Shallow wired,  Shallow unwired  and cut comb.

For any of the above please ring :-  07812738793,  01458  272114 ( leave a message )
email  redrascal444@gmail.com
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SWARMS AND SWARM LIST

With the heavy winter losses suffered by a good
few of our members, myself included, there is a
high demand for swarms already. I have been
managing the swarm list for many years, and I
have never seen the demand so high. The swarm
season is a few weeks away yet, but there are 18
names on the list.

If you are a swarm collector and, when the calls
start, need a home for the colony involved,
please bear these 18 people in mind.

Several have lost all their bees, and the reasons are not clear but a long warm
and very damp Autumn has a lot to answer for. Mould can build up easily under
such conditions and bees are very susceptible to  disease involving mould
spores and damp. Confinement to the hive for long periods of time will also
create a perfect breeding environment for varroa mites. In many cases the
coup de grace was delivered by wasps, which were evident well into December,
and I even saw one entering one of my hives on a frosty January 3rd. No, it
wasn’t a queen.

So please swarm collectors, let me know if you have a swarm which needs
relocating and I will liaise with a needy beekeeper.

Stewart Gould
07739 345271
somertonbees@btinternet.com

Missing blow torch

The blow torch used at the apiary seems to have
gone walk about. It hasn’t been seen for several
weeks and is an invaluable tool. If by any strange
circumstance it has decided to come and live with
you, could you let it know that it is needed else-
where, and show it the way home.
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Swarm Bait Hives

Over the years the idea of bait hives has
always seemed attractive. The id
ea of putting out a hive with nice
new clean frames and the bees turning
up to live in it seems a very tidy way of
dealing with the problem of swarming.
So, for several years I did just that, and
my lovely new hive full of frames and
foundation was ignored. Other people
had more luck, and one friend only had to set up his bait hive and then
pop out for a haircut and the hive was occupied on his return.

Jed Marshall, a commercial beekeeper, gave us a talk several years ago
and he mentioned his own very successful bait hive method. Firstly, he
gets them six feet off the ground, usually on the flat roof of a storage
building. Bees find them much more appealing at this height. He sets up
a floor, brood box, crown board and roof, but only puts three frames
into the centre of the brood box. The two outer flanking combs are old
brown brood combs. The smell of old comb is very enticing to scout
bees. The third central frame is just that a frame and no foundation. It
seems the bees draw out a nice comb of wax provided that the three
frames are up against each other. I even hold them loosely together
with a rubber band.

Last year I tried Jed's method and sure enough it worked a treat. As soon
as the bees had moved in, I filled the rest of the deep box with brood
frames with foundation. If you don’t do this fairly promptly you will get
a mass of chaotic wild comb in the hive, which is very annoying. I then
put on a feeder containing a gallon of strong syrup, and before long I had
a happy colony on a brood box of drawn comb. Getting the hive down
off the flat roof was mildly tiresome, but it certainly worked very well.
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Purists would rightly point out that using old comb risks the chance that
if it was contaminated, by disease, you would be spreading it to the new
colony. This is absolutely true, so do use comb from healthy colonies. I
have never had a disease problem personally by this method.

You can always ring me if you would like discuss this method if it is new
to you.
Try it.
Joe King
01749 890357

From our Apiary

Our Vice Chair, David Furse Roberts and I, took advantage
of the good weather we had on the 20th March, to look at
the bees for the first time this year. We were both pleas-
antly surprised. All five colonies that survived the winter
seem to be healthy and thriving. We saw two of the five
queens and all colonies had brood in all stages and eggs.
Of the two queens we saw one was not marked and the other had a very faint
mark, so we need to make sure all queens are marked at the next inspection.
A word of warning though, one of our colonies was so far advanced that we
had to put an empty super on, so if you haven't looked at yours yet, then
perhaps you should as soon as it is possible.

We have now acquired a mixture of bee friendly wild flower seeds to sow on
the area of meadow that is being prepared ready for them. The area has been
rotavated and raked but the soil is mainly clay so it needs to be left to dry out
for a while and raked again. Luckily we are having a lot of dry weather at the
moment, so hopefully the sowing could be done by the end of April. The pond
has been cleared of all the winter detritus and we are looking into a system for
catching the rain water off the roof of the main building, and diverting it to the
pond. Also, a more efficient oxygenating system needs setting up.

The new extension is now moving on at a pace, all the blockwork is completed
and the roof, soffites and guttering are in place. It shouldn't be too long now
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Ever thought of taking the BBKA Basic Beekeeping Assessment?

As you will read on page 3 of the March issue of  BBKA News, taking the Basic
Assessment is a useful step to checking your beekeeping skills and knowledge,
as well as giving you confidence when handling your bees.

Ian Campbell has started a new series in BBKA News from this month to
support those who want to take the assessment this year which is very inform-
ative. So if you are considering taking the assessment this year, let me know so
that l can arrange a mock practical assessment at the apiary.

Suzy Perkins - BBKA Assessor

Mobile:  07914 069 078
Email:  apicrepe.tengore@gmail.com

before work on the interior can begin, in fact it may well have started at the
time of writing this report.

Just the usual reminders now. If you have a yellow legged hornet trap, then it
should be out now! If you don't have one and would like one we have some
at the apiary, which can be collected Tuesdays or on Saturday 5th of April,
when the first beginner's practical is taking place. The apiary team meet every
Tuesday. Please come along if you can, and you will be most welcome,
between 10:00 and 12:00. Eric's Emporium will also be open at the same time,
for frames, foundation and a few jars. A further note on Eric's Emporium, is
that it will gradually be taken over by Richard Lockyer during the next few
weeks, whether it will be called Richards Emporium then or remain as Eric's
Emporium, who knows?

Julian Marter.
07836 655647
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Eric’s Emporium

Supplies available from the apiary

There is a stock of frames, foundation and jars at the apiary which are available
for purchase every Tuesday  morning and on Saturdays when there is a New
Beekeepers’ practical session. The stock of jars is rapidly decreasing and won’t
be topped up until lat July. Check with Eric McLaughlin if you wish to visit.

All frames and foundation are for National hives

DN4 - Deep National Hoffman frames  - £0.75 each
                                                 10 frames  - £7.50
                                                 11 frames -  £8.25

DN4 frames are self spacing Hoffman pattern

Standard wired brood foundation         £1.50 per sheet
                                                                     £15.00 for 10 sheets
                                                                      £16.50 for 11 sheets

SN1 Shallow National frames                   £1.20 each
                                                  10 frames - £12.00
                                                  11 frames - £13.20

Wired Super foundation                             £9.50 for 10 sheets
                                                                         £9.50 or 10 sheets
                                                                       £10.45 for 11 sheets
SN1 frames are straight sided and will need plastic/metal spacers

Honey jars

1 lb (454g) round jars -  metal lids  - 72 per box. £38.88

12oz (340g) round jars - metal lids - 72 Jars per box £42.48 (12 boxes left)

12oz. hexagonal jars - metal lids - 33 jars per tray £15.18 (27 trays left)
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Auction of Secondhand Beekeeping Equipment

Repeated from last month’s issue

Each spring, Taunton Beekeepers hold an auction of used Bbeekeeping Equip-
ment at Ruishton Village Hall.  Ruihton is just off the Taunton - Ilminster road,
and close to Taunton.

It can never be guaranteed what will be there, or if there will be bargains to be
had. That is the way of auctions, but I have born witness to some excellent
bargains over the years. On the other hand, I have seen some real ‘tat’ go for
silly prices.  In the last few years Langstroth equipment has not been popular
and complete hives have been selling for as little as £40.00. Extraction equip-
ment meets mixed reactions. Some years it fetches high prices and on other
occasions it bombs.

There is one way to find out what’s happening this year, and that is to turn up
at Ruishton Village Hall on Sunday April 6th. The auction  starts at 2.00pm, but
viewing is available from around 12 noon. See back page for address.

You can also drop off your redundant beekeeping stuff, but make sure that you
don’t leave it too late. I would suggest around 11.00am as being the optimum
time. Goods are sold in the order that they arrive, and by the end of over 200
lots, punters are losing interest and start to drift away. Those that hang on until
the bitter end either have their eyes on a specific item,  or are looking  for  last
minute bargains.

Visit to Quince Honey Farm
One of our members Sarah Sutton, is organising a trip to the Quince Honey
Farm at South Molton on 14th April (Yes, it’s a Monday). It takes roughly an
hour & a half to get there and there is so much to do. Sarah says it looks like a
fantastic day out, lunch can be bought in the Bee café on site and doesn’t have
to be booked in advance. Lunch is served between 12 and 1430. Sarah suggests
arriving there at 1100 and she is also able to take some people in her car.
The cost is £16.95 per person and there would be a 25% discount if more than
15 people form the group, there is no need to book in advance. Payments can
be made on the day.
If you’re interested please contact Sarah at
somersetreindeer@btinternet.com  for further details.
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Sale of beekeeping equipment  & Desirable Apiary site

1.  Plastic 9 frame manual extractor, gears worn but a repair kit can be
purchased for £15 from EH Thorne - £100, advertised in  Thorne's catalogue for
£530!

2. Brunel microscope 'won' at the Bath & West Show about three years ago I
made the highest bid as you may or may not remember) - £150 ono. - a lot less
than I paid for it - never used.

 3. Box of bits,  like a honey stirrer for soft-set honey. S/S Strainer set plus a
plastic one.

4.  National supers £7, some with drawn comb but wrapped in plastic and
sealed £5, one roof, queen excluders, crown boards, snelgrove boards and
ekes, - deep enough to take 6 litre feeders

5. Six plus small feeders also.

6. A couple of DIY nucs £5ea, and two apideas, one unused, £15ea

7. A couple of tubs of wax blocks (for recycling)

Three adult bee suits - one ladies - and a child's suit (age 8ish)

My last hive was kept in an 'out apiary' at one of the more prestigious houses
in Charlton Mackrell, in lovely grounds with lots of trees and flowers, and of
course the fields beyond, and all the gardens in CM for the bees to feast on -
my bees always produced more than the average crop of honey (and won the
odd prize or two). The owners are keen to have bees and there is a ready to
use apiary for three colonies which I fenced off. There is easy access on a
tarmac roadway and you can come a go as you wish. If anybody would like to
make use of the apiary I'll contact the house owners by way of introduction.
(The 'rent' by the way was a couple of jars of honey occasionally)

Gene Carolan.
 07748 558431
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Swarm Lures and baits

Joe made some very good points regarding swarm bait hives: how and where
to set them up. What he didn’t mention was bait itself.

The hive itself, provided it is guaranteed disease free, with old frames and
propolis, may well be enough to attract a swarm. As he said, a brand new hive
with new frames is unlikely to attract anything.

There are swam lures available to buy.  These mainly consist of  chemicals
found in the Nasonov pheromone - geraniol, geranic acid, citrl, farnesol and
netrol. Well! some of them at least. They are added to a greasy base which
closely resembles vaseline and can be smeared onto the top bars of the three
frames which you place in your bait hive. Some people swear by lemon grass
oil, while others  use Marmite, or peanut butter.

The most important things to remember though, are that you can only catch a
swarm if there is a swarm to be caught, and you can’tattract bees which don’t
exist. Also note that while most of what is written above is factual, it is April 1st

tomorrow.

Our new President

The vast majority of you will be very aware of
who Joe King is, but for those who aren’t, our
new president has been keeping bees for more
than 50 years, and is certainly one of our most
knowledgeable  members. Joe has also served
as chairman of Somerton Beekeepers, and been
one of the ‘Two Amigos’ who have run he Begin-
ners’ courses for the last 15 years.

I really can’t think of a more suitable person to
be elected to this semi honorary post, which also serves to provide an honest
broker, and  sounding board for ideas and a provider of directional guidance
within Somerton Beekeepers, and that’s from the person who he beat in the
election.

Stewart Gould
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President
Joe King

Jk.pilton@btinternet.com
01749 890357

Chair
Gillian Islip

gillianislip@gmail.com
01458 241562

Vice chair
David Furse-Roberts

pruefurseroberts@gmail.com

Secretary
Hazel Mosley

hazel.mosley@icloud.com

Treasurer
Sarah Griffiths

s_e_lund@hotmail.com

Membership Secretary
Alison Dykes

alison.dykes@hotmail.com
Librarian
Vacant

Honey Show sub committee
Richard Lockyer, Matt Goodwin

Newsletter Editor
Stewart Gould
07739 345271

somertonbees@btinternet.com

County Trustee
Suzy Perkins

apicrepe.tengore@gmail.com

Apiary Manager
Julian Marter

julieandjulian@hotmail.co.uk

Extraction Equipment Loan
John Speirs

01458 241831

Social Secretary
Alison Clewes

pansypots@icloud.com

Dates for your diary

1st practical session
New Beekeepers Course

Saturday April 5th - 10.00am
At our apiary

Taunton Beekeepers
Auction of Beekeeping Equipment

Sunday April 6th
Ruishton Village Hall

Cheats Road
Ruishton TA3 5JD

Visit to Quince Honey Farm
Monday April 14th

Visit to Buckfast Abbey Bees
Saturday August 23rd.

Somerton Beekeepers Honey Show
Saturday September 20th

Keinton Mandeville Village Hall

mailto:Jk.pilton@btinternet.com
mailto:gillinislip@gmail.com

