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A bit of sensationalist journalism

It is believed that Yellow legged Asian hornets are hitching lifts on cars and
vans for the journey along the motorway from Portsmouth and Southampton.
They kill as many as 50 bees a day and can be fatal to humans in rare cases. The
invasive species was first sighted in the UK in 2016, but experts warned last
year that they had successfully survived winter for the first time.

Steve Delo, secretary of Basingtoke & District BKA said ‘There had been a
“’huge spike” of these nasty creatures arriving in South Hampshire’, adding
‘We are expecting all hell to break loose’. “The hornets are quite literally
hitching lifts on cars and vans up the M3 into Basingstoke”.

It should be pointed out that not a single Asian hornet has been spotted in
Basingstoke to date - but they are on their way. See page 10
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Letter from the Chair

Our first coffee morning of 2026 was held at the Apiary on Saturday 14t
March. It was good to see some of our newest members (Beginners Beekeep-
ing) as well as some more established members there, and get the opportunity
to have a relaxed time chatting. To be honest, the overall turnout in terms of
numbers (not quality of participant!) was disappointing given the amount of
time taken to prepare for the morning. For those who did not get there, you
missed out on a delicious selection of buns and cakes, some second-hand
bargains and the chance to see our extended apiary building and the grounds
which are coming to life..... Thank you to everyone who supported the morning
through attendance and/or help. Particular thanks to Alison Dykes, Jackie
Mosedale, Eric McLaughlin and Stewart Gould (Chelsea bun provider).

At our committee meeting this month we had updates from those who hold
key responsibilities and discussed various events and projects for the forth-
coming year. There is always something new to learn when sitting on a com-
mittee and this month’s meeting included contingency planning, toilet facilities
and the implementation of the fire risk assessment! All important subjects! We
also discussed planning for the next Winter Talk programme and future events.
As a committee we wish to do what we can to provide services, events, support
and Beekeeping education that our membership want. We wish to hear from
you if you have any suggestions for any of these areas. This includes topics and
suggested speakers for upcoming talks.

On that note, new Beekeeping services, events etc do not have to be organised
by committee members. Do feel free to suggest ways you would like to help.
One new service that has been suggested by Eric is for the Apiary emporium to
be open for an hour on a Saturday each month to enable members, who work
during the week, to purchase frames etc. Watch this space for details.

As Spring unfolds we look forward to the Beekeeping season ahead. | hope
yours gets off to a great start and for those, like me, who suffered winter
losses, | hope you are able to put despondency aside and with the help of
others, start again. This is when being part of a supportive beekeeping group
is at its most valuable!

Gillian Islip
Chair



Click & Collect
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Apiinvert. Syrup ready to feed bees. Unlike sugar solution it requires no mixing, more readily
accepted and less work required for the bees to invert (not wasting energy), more close to a
natural food.

13kg 1-4 buckets £28 each, 5 + buckets £27 each

Apifonda. If you are venturing on a Queen rearing project this fondant is what you need. Very
similar to Apiinvert, it is a paste not a liquid. If a colony becomes light through the course of the
winter a dollop of fondant could well be the difference between life and death of the bees.
1x2.5Kg bag £5.00, 1 box 12.5 Kg £25, 2 + boxes £24 each

The Apiinvert can be fed as a 'gee up' in the spring, emergency feeding during the 'June gap' and of
course at the end of the season when preparing for winter.

National Foundation Available at excellent prices.

Deep wired, Shallow wired, Shallow unwired and cut comb.

email redrascal444@gmail.comndation. National brood and super, 14 x 12 brood available
Eddie Howe email:- redrascald44@gmail.com Mobile 07812 738793
Tel. 01458 272114




From PHYS.ORG

Wild bumblebees serve as key hosts for acute bee paralysis virus. While the
virus appears to cause little harm to bumblebees, infection is usually fatal to
honeybees. Until now, it was assumed that honeybees were the key host for
the virus. By using data from extensive field trials, a team from Martin Luther
University Halle-Wittenberg (MLU) and Georg August University of Gottingen
has now identified the red-tailed bumblebee as the key host for acute bee
paralysis virus. Their study is published in the journal Ecology Letters and could
help inform policies that aim at curbing the spread of such diseases in nature.

Honeybees, wild bees and other insect species are connected by their shared
visits to flowers. "A flowering summer meadow is therefore both a source of
food and a potential site for the transmission of viral infections. This is because
insects searching for food there come into contact with material that may be
contaminated with viruses, such as pollen and nectar," says biologist Professor
Robert Paxton from MLU. Until now, research has assumed that honeybees
serve as primary hosts for various viruses and can thus infect bumblebees and
other wild bees. However, the new study paints a different picture: according
to it, wild bees can also be reservoir hosts for viruses and thus theoretically
contribute to the infection of honeybees.
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This result is based on field data collected by the team at 32 locations in Lower
Saxony and Hesse. The researchers first observed whether different bee spe-
cies visit the same flower species. They also used virus screening of 1,725
insects comprising multiple bee species to analyze how much each bee species
contributes to the spread of various viruses. "To identify the bee species that
contribute the most to the spread of viruses, we used the basic reproduction
number, R? This measure estimates how widely a virus can spread from one
insect to others of the same species," explains Patrycja Pluta from MLU, lead
author of the study. The team calculated precisely for each combination of
virus and bee species how easily a virus can spread and how much each bee
species potentially contributes to the spread of viruses.

The researchers identified the most important host insects for three known
bee viruses. They found that honeybees are the main carriers of deformed
wing virus (DWV) and black queen cell virus (BQCV) at the sites studied.
"However, the main host insect for the acute bee paralysis virus is a wild bee:
the red-tailed bumblebee Bombus lapidarius," says Patrycja Pluta. When hon-
eybees become infected with the virus, they are unable to fly after a short
time, start to tremble and die within a few days. This can lead to the rapid
collapse of an entire colony.

Another finding: the composition of bee species at a location has less influ-
ence on the spread of viruses than previously assumed. In contrast, direct
contact with bees that transmit many viruses plays a decisive role. And this
occurs when visiting flowers. According to Robert Paxton, these findings are
important for understanding how diseases spread in nature and how they can
possibly be counteracted. "The more space and the more diverse food bees
have, the less likely infections are to occur. To minimize the risk of further
spread of disease, more flower strips with many different plant species would
be very helpful, for example," says Paxton.

Thanks to Richard Lockyer



West Country Honey Farm Award

Somerton Branch nominated Richard Bache
for this prestigious award, often referred to as
Somerset’s beekeeping BAFTA, and we were
successful.

This year it has been awarded to Richard
Bache. Richard was born and grew up in
Somerton. After leaving Huish Episcopi
School, he became a Medical Student in Lon-
don, before returning to Somerset to com-
plete his training as a General Practitioner.
Married, with three young daughters, he still devotes a considerable amount of
time to advancing the craft of apiculture within the county. He has been bee-
keeping for 27 years and has been a member of Somerton all that time. As a
young person, Richard shared his beekeeping with his family, hosting apiary
visits for members. Richard has, and continues to make a significant contribu-
tion to beekeeping within the county and nationally, yet doesn’t seek accolades.

Richard undertook some of the BBKA modules whilst still a medical student in
London He later qualified as a Master Beekeeper and went on to be awarded
the National Diploma in Beekeeping in 2021, the BBKA’s highest award. He is an
examinations marker for BBKA module exams He has been a contributor at local
and County Honey Shows He was Somerset BKA Secretary for 6 years He has
been Somerset BKA delegate to the British Beekeeping Association for many
years He is part of Somerset BKA Education Support Group and is one of the
original people to set up the online study groups. He is an excellent tutor. He
has tutored on all the modules Somerset have run, and has been education
contact for the SBKA. He has given talks and beekeeping demonstrations over
many years. He has organised speakers for the County Lecture Day and contin-
ues to be involved in the planning of the Day. He is currently deputy SWBKF
representative. He is an examiner for the Basic assessment and other exams. He
is the Somerset BKA Archivist having taken over from the late David Charles.
David considered that Somerset’s history was in safe hands with Richard. Rich-
ard has been willing to lend his own resources, such as microscopes for County
events. He owns an extensive library of beekeeping books and has a keen
interest in hives used in the past. He writes articles for various organisations
such as the Bee Listener on subjects including Bee stings and emergency man-
agement.

Congratulations - Well deserved!



From the Apiary

For some time now we have had a mouse infestation in the roof cavity of the
Bee Space. We have been in touch with a pest controller and traps have been
set that will catch and not kill the mice. They will then be taken away and
released. The same company will then mouse-proof the Bee Space and hope-
fully we won't have further problems.

Following a survey by a Fire Officer, we have been advised to put all our gas
burners, gas bottles, fuel for the mower, the mower itself, smokers, smoker
fuel and other flammable liquids in to a separate store. To comply with this we
are purchasing a metal 8 x 10 foot shed. The shed will come flat packed and we
will need to lay a paving slab base for it. We will try to do this with a Saturday
work party, so if you have any skills in this area please come along. As soon as
we have the shed we will be in touch with a date.

You may have noticed that we had some good weather in the third week of
March, we took advantage of this and opened up the hives for the first time
this year. Because of the large amount of reported colony losses this year we
were pleasantly surprised to find six out of seven thriving, queen right colo-
nies. One being so large that we have made it a brood and a half and will look
to splitting it later. The only colony we found that may have problems is one
that is showing signs of superseding and it's a worry that the new queen may
not get mated properly, or at all. On the plus side there is plenty of normal
capped drone brood in the other colonies, so if we get good weather all should
be well.

We are now starting to get into the busiest, most interesting time of the
beekeeping year, so if you have the time please come along to the apiary any
Tuesday morning between 10:00 and 12:00 to lend a hand. There are nearly
always some very experienced beekeepers there who could answer any bee-
keeping question you may have, as well as the hands on experience.

If you are on your own and just need some social interaction then you are
welcome too, but we will give you something to do. Hot drinks and biscuits are
always available for free. Eric's Emporium will also be open for frames and
foundation, where you can buy just one frame or several packs if you so wish.

Julian Marter
Julieandjulian@hotmailco.uk
07836655647



http://Julieandjulian@hotmailco.uk
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Swarm Bait Hives (An unashamed _ re-
peat)

Over the years the idea of bait hives has always
seemed attractive. The idea of putting . out

a hive with nice new clean frames and the |
bees turning up to live in it seems a very tidy §
way of dealing with the problem of swarming. &
So, for several years | did just that, and my love
ly new hive full of frames and foundation was §
ignored. Other people had more luck, and one
friend only had to set up his bait hive and then pop out for a haircut and the hive was
occupied on his return.

Ged Marshall, a commercial beekeeper, gave us a talk several years ago and he
mentioned his own very successful bait hive method. Firstly, he gets them six feet off
the ground, usually on the flat roof of a storage building. Bees find them much more
appealing at this height. He sets up a floor, brood box, crown board and roof (unlike
in the photo), but only puts three frames into the centre of the brood box. The two
outer flanking combs are old brown brood combs. The smell of old comb is very
enticing to scout bees. The third central frame is just that a frame and no foundation.
It seems the bees draw out a nice comb of wax provided that the three frames are
up against each other. | even hold them loosely together with a rubber band.

Last year | tried Ged's method and sure enough it worked a treat. As soon as the bees
had moved in, I filled the rest of the deep box with brood frames with foundation. If
you don’t do this fairly promptly you will get a mass of chaotic wild comb in the hive,
which is very annoying. | then put on a feeder containing a gallon of strong syrup, and
before long | had a happy colony on a brood box of drawn comb. Getting the hive
down off the flat roof was mildly tiresome, but it certainly worked very well.

Purists would rightly point out that using old comb risks the chance that if it was
contaminated, by disease, you would be spreading it to the new colony. This is
absolutely true, so do use comb from healthy colonies. | have never had a disease
problem personally by this method.

You can always ring me if you would like discuss this method if it is new to you.
Joe King
01749 890357



Eric’s Emporium

Revised frame & foundation prices

Frame type each Per 10 Per 11
Hoffman deep frames complete £1.98 £19.80 £21.78
DN2 top bars £1.06 £10.60 £11.66
DN4 Hoffman side bars £0.46 £4.60 £5.06
Bottom bars per pair £0.46 £4.60 £5.06
Shallow frames complete £1.84 £18.40 £20.24
DN2 top bars £1.06 £10.60 £11.66
SN2 Shallow (super) side bars £0.32 £3.20 £3.52
Bottom bars per pair £0.46 £4.60 £5.06
Foundation

Deep wired foundation £1.42 £14.20 £15.62
Shallow wired foundation £0.87 £8.70 £9.57
Deep frame c/w foundation £3.40 £34.00 £37.40
Shallow frame c/w foundation £2.71 £27.10 £29.81

Please pay by BACS transfer to Somerton Beekeepers Lloyds Bank a/c no.
30407168. Sort code 30 90 90, using either the SumUp reference code or MAN
xx where xx is the number on the paper invoice from the book in the BeeSpace.
Price list valid from April 2025

If you have any queries regarding availability of stock, or when goods can be
collected from the apiary, contact Richard Lockyer at this dedicated email
address emporium.somertonbees@gmail.com



Are your AH traps out yet?.

In 2025 163 Asian Hor-
net nests were found
in the UK, the most so
far. In the two Dorset
nests, one at Ringstead
found on the 14th Oc-
tober and the one at
Swyer found on the
19th November 2025,
the Queens had al-
ready emerged and
gone into hibernation.
Potentially up to 300
Queens could have
emerged from each
nest to go into hiberna-
tion. In spring, they will
be ready to feast on
pollinators and your bees!

It is only 24.4 miles or 39.3Kilometres from Swyer to our Branch Apiary
at Upton therefore it is imperative that we start getting ready. With
temperatures rising it is important to start Queen trapping as Queens
migrate and can fly up to 40 Kilometres a day after emerging from
hibernation.

YLH Hornet queens will be emerging from hibernation when the temper-
ature consistently reaches 13C or the camellias are flowering. Both of
these will be an indicator that the AHs have woken up from their hiber-
nation. After about a week of feeding, the queens will migrate (up to
50km) which is when we hope to trap them. With the mild winter, the
survival rate for over-wintering queens is likely to be high this year, we
could see them soon! So get your traps ready and set them out.
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To stand the best chance of controlling them, the traps should be hung
to trap the Queens and then take the appropriate action below. To set
your trap, use the Veto-pharma or a home-made monitoring station.
Make several 6mm approx. holes around the flute of the trap to allow
small beneficial insects to escape. Bait it with Trappit but ensure there
is no loose liquid which will drown the insects. Use a sponge or ideally a
small jar with a J-cloth wick as shown in the picture. The station should
be positioned where you cannot help but see it, for example outside the
kitchen window or a sunny spot in your garden. Remember to check and
release beneficial insects on a daily basis.

Suzy Perkins

Look out for Yellow Legged Asian Hornet (YLAH)

Yellow-legged hornets have the capacity to wreak havoc on our wildlife in the
UK. This is because they predate on pollinators and insect species before
moving onto honey bees later in the season. A reduction in pollinators not only
reduces pollination of plant life but also reduces a valuable food source for
many birds and wildlife.

YLAH could pose a risk to public health too. While one hornet alone is unlikely
to cause a problem, they can be aggressively defensive of their nests. In
addition to being in trees they can be built low to the ground and in hedgerows
and brambles, meaning disturbances by unsuspecting individuals could have
dangerous consequences.

You can play an important part in the fight to control this pest and save
our pollinators by reporting your sighting with photo on the AsianHor-
netWatch app or on alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk or your local Asian Hor-
net team on asianhornet@somersetbeekeepers.org.uk. YLAH are black
with an orange face, a thin yellow band near the middle and a broader
orange/yellow band around their abdomen, near their tail. The most
distinguishing characteristic is their bright yellow legs, like they’ve been
dipped in a pot of yellow paint — hence the name. Please visit the British
Beekeepers’ Association website at www.bbka.org.uk for photos and
more information. For those still unsure what they look like, a picture is
on the following page.
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Above is a photo of an Asian
yellow legged hornet, al-
though the first thing you will
notice is that it is mostly black |
with an orange ring to the
rear of its abdomen. All other
detail will hit you afterwards.

To the right is a home-made
hornet trap. It requires a slot-
ted zinc queen excluder, two

150mm cheap plastic funnels, some wire and a small jar to put your
bait in. The holes in the QE are big enough to let most other species
escape, but small enough to keep YL hornets in.
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Volunteers Needed

Here we are again! Only a few SRS ISR @) 7-1 B

days into spring and we are | EEE———
already looking for stewards BAT H &
for this years Royal Bath &
West Show. We are looking for SHOW
general stewards to help
throughout the marquee, in-
cluding the children’s section,
candle rolling, honey sales ta-
ble, general stewarding and helping members of the public. Also mostimpor-
tant, keeping an eye exhibits. Sadly, over the last few years we have had a few
items disappear from displays!

Many of our helpers last year weren’t even beekeepers, so you needn’t think
this is directed exclusively to beekeepers.

In return you will receive free admission to the show, spend half a day steward-
ing and the rest of the day enjoying all the show has to offer with main ring
events, livestock displays, food and drink and our very own Pilton Festival Big
top with live music throughout the day (Glastonbury)

What better way to spend a summers day

We are looking for stewards for mornings and afternoons. 9am to 1.30pm &
1pm to 5.30pm. Please let me know your preference, am/pm. Day and of
course your contact details. | know many of you have helped us in past years,
and we look forward to welcoming you back again for our 2026 show.

Show Dates 28th,29th & 30th May 2026

Many thanks in advance.
Bernie & Suzy Perkins - Bees & Honey Stewards
Royal Bath & West show

Email berniepm@gmail.com
Bernie mobile: 07948408770
Suzy mobile: 07914069078
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Taunton Auction of Second hand Equipment

The one thing you can b sure about with auctions is that you can’t be sure
about anything.

-

As you can see from the picture, the turnout was low and it took Jason Youe
(one of our members) to there wasn’t nearly as much ‘kit’ as there normally is.
Prices were way up on last year as well, with 5 wire queen excluders fetching
£50.00. Simon the Beekeeper will sell you 5 new ones for £57.49. A stainless
Steel Sliding Double Honey Strainer went for £15.00 and you can get a new one
for £14.99.

As far as hives went, there were about 5 decent National hives fetching
between £70.00 and £100.00, whereas last year the first one went for £40.00
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My Garden of a thousand bees

Aired on BBC four on Wednesday 25" March, this was a fascinating pro-
gramme made by BBC wildlife camera man Martin Dohrn in his own back
garden in suburban Bristol during the COVID lock-down . It features mainly
solitary bees and one in particular which Martin becomes very attached to.
Nicky, because she has a nick out of one wing is the main protagonist, and a
natural actress.

You ca catch it on BBC iplayer here

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002t686/my-garden-of-a-
thousand-bees

Donald Trump’s latest Peace Prize

The self appointed King of clean coal has now declared that he has awarded
himself an NDB (National Diploma in Beekeeping). Apparently , and everybody
is saying it, nobody has more bees than he has, and he has single-handedly
stopped 7 swarms this week.
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Visit to Buckfast Abbey Bees - Saturday 16" May
So far, not a single taker!

This is a free trip, which has attracted about 20 people each year, so far and
will only cost you the fuel, or a share of it, if several go in the same car. We do
ask for a contribution of £10.00 to Clare & Martin’s coffee fund. In return you
will get some really tips on beekeeping at a key point in the season (swarming
time).

If you would like to com, let me (Stewart Gould) know at
somertonbees@brtinternet.com

Swarming and the swarm list

In view of the large amount of winter losses, you may want to re-stock using a
swarm, or two. As in Joe’s article, you can put out your own bait hive, but if you
add your name to the swarm list, you will be informed of any swarms near you
which need a new home. .However, the onus is on you to collect -AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE. If | can’t get hold of you, | will simply go to the next on the list. The
prime reason is that swarms tend not to hang around long before they move
on.

Contact Stewart Gould at somertonbees@btinternet.com with your phone
number.

A quick and easy split

If you think our bees are building up too fast, but you don’t want to add a super
or QE just yet, pp another brood box on top. You can carry on feeding,if needs
be, and they won’t store it in he super, because there isn’t one.

When the weather is warmer, you can remove the second brood box, provided
there is young brood in it, and start a new colony. Make sure the queen is in
the lower rood box though.
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Dates for your diary

A talk by
The Bumble Bee Conservation Trust

Thursday April 16t - 7.30pm
Edgar Hall, Somerton, TA11 6SB

Visit to Buckfast Abbey Bees
Saturday 16" May 2026
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