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The Newsletter

Vol. no 32. Issue 7 August 2025

Tall Story

It’s been an extremely mixed season, with record spring harvests but  variable
returns from the summer flow. Some of our members have fared well while
others are reporting moderate yields. Others ate reporting low returns and a
few others are still recovering from the vagaries of 2024.

Whatever your situation, remember that the Honey Show is not that far away
now, and preparing early is he key to success. If you are considering the
photographic classes, and craft sections, then this I the time to start.

There are plenty of other upcoming things to take note of as well.
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Letter from the Chair
The responsibility to write a Chair’s newsletter piece has
unashamedly been squeezed in between watching sport
this weekend.  What a feast of team sport!  India fight back
to save the 4th cricket test at Old Trafford, the British Lions
score in the final minute to secure an unassailable 2-0
series win in Australia and now the race against time to
finish this article before the Lionesses go head to head in
the Euros final against Spain. To date the England women’s football team have
certainly shown what being part of a team is all about! Hardworking, commit-
ted individuals contributing to the whole.

Teamwork across the branch has been very evident in the past month too and
was discussed at our July meeting. Members of the committee have put
themselves forward to represent our branch at a number of village shows
including Baltonsborough Food Fair, Somerton Fun Day, SomerFest and the
East Lyng Village Show. This has resulted in the Branch gaining more partici-
pants for our Taster Day, next year’s Beginners course and generally educating
the public to gain an understanding of the honey bee and beekeeping. A friend
attending Eli’s food co-operative in Huish Episcopi on Friday was persuaded by
a member to take a number of Beekeeping materials to display at her dance
studio…thanks to Bernie Perkins for spreading the word on that occasion! If all
our membership can do their bit by displaying and publicising Branch activities,
the word will spread further! Looking towards the month ahead, there are
many more local events and so if you can attend and distribute promotional
materials for the Honey Show please do! Contact us via email if you require
materials.

The Taster Day was a great success and attracted a really engaged and pleasant
group of 14 participants. Fingers crossed that many will have their interest
whetted and sign up for the Beginners course next year. Thanks to Stewart for
organising the day and all the support team who made it possible, including
Alison Dykes, Louise Cross, Julian Marter, Eric McLaughan, David Furse Roberts
and those who provided contributions for the delicious lunch.

Meanwhile we continue to make progress with the apiary extension. Its com-
pletion is now dependent on voluntary help from the Branch membership.
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Many thanks to those who helped to prepare and paint the exterior on July
12th and members who have contributed some of the materials including Rob
and Hannah Rice who generously donated approx. £200 worth of interior
paint. A further working party day is scheduled in August. Please come along
to help if you can.

Thanks to Alison Clewes for organising another successful coffee morning last
month which raised funds whilst giving members the chance to mingle and
consume delicious cakes and drinks. Thanks also to Eric for organising the sale
of secondhand equipment which was a further fundraiser. We hope to see you
at the next social event which is the hog roast on September 7th.  See the back
page for even more upcoming events.

Finally, please take note  that there are workshops being organised by David
Rose to help and encourage members to participate and enter classes for the
Honey Show. This is will give confidence for everyone to have a go. Our honey
show is THE club event of the year and the chance to showcase the scope and
craft of beekeeping. The sub committee are working very hard to make it the
best in the West! We hope our membership will join in and enter some of the
range of classes on offer. Win or lose, you played your part!

Gillian Islip
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Apiinvert.  Syrup ready to feed  bees.  Unlike sugar solution it requires no mixing, more readily
accepted and less work required for the bees to invert  (not wasting energy), more close to a
natural food.
13kg  1 - 4 boxes  £26 each,  5 + boxes £25 each
Apifonda.  If you are venturing on a Queen rearing project this fondant is what you need.  Very
similar to  Apiinvert, it is a paste not a liquid.  If a colony becomes light through the course of the
winter a dollop of fondant could well be the difference between life and death of the bees.
1 x 2.5 Kg bag £5.00,  1 box 12.5 Kg £25,  2 + boxes £24 each
The Apiinvert can be fed as a 'gee up' in the spring, emergency feeding during the 'June gap' and of
course at the end of the season when preparing for winter.
National Foundation  Available at excellent prices.
Deep wired,  Shallow wired,  Shallow unwired  and cut comb.

email  redrascal444@gmail.comndation.  National  brood and super, 14 x 12 brood available
Eddie Howe   email:-  redrascal444@gmail.com     Mobile  07812 738793
                                                                                                  Tel.        01458  272114

Hog Roast 2025
There are still a few tickets left for our annual Hog
Roast! Treat yourself and a partner/ friend (we
don’t have kiss cam!) to a great afternoon out at
the Apiary.  Lovely local outdoor reared hog with
all the trimmings and yummy roasties, followed by
a tasty homemade pud. Bring your own bottle, a
chair and sit back  and chill.  It’s a great way to end
the season, revelling in summer glory in the com-
pany of like minded suit wearers!

Sunday 7th September 1400-1800.

Tickets are £16 for hog or £12 for a veggie option.

Contact Ali C at pansypots@icloud.com to reserve your tickets.
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Thanks you to everyone who turned up on the 12th July to help paint the
exterior of the Bee Space and to the people who brought in cakes, snacks and
various other refreshments. It was a very hot day but we managed to get three
sides of the building painted with one coat, from this I have calculated that we
have enough paint to apply two coats to the entire building, which brings me
to asking for help to apply the second coat. The plan is to do it on Saturday the
16th of August, depending on weather, start time 10:00. The Tuesday volun-
teers will try to get the first coat on the rear of the building before then, leaving
every side ready for the final coat. Please bring brushes if you can, the bigger
the better. If we get the same turn out as last time it should take no more than
three hours. If you can only come for part of that time that will still be very
helpful.

The bees have started producing honey again and we have taken off two more
full supers and there should be more soon.

We have had problems with three colonies, hive nine had no queen or brood
and didn't respond to a rescue frame, hive five which was a split had a viable
queen but few workers, so hive nine was combined with hive five and the
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resulting colony is now coming on well. Hive four also had no queen or brood
but has drawn out a queen cell on a rescue frame, we are awaiting the out-
come. We have also split another colony into a nucleus hive which has pro-
duced a queen, we are now waiting for her to start laying. If all goes well we
should still have eight colonies.

For the July beginners practical (pests and diseases) we did a mite count so that
we could show the beginners what a varroa mite looks like, it was good to see
that only three mites where found in all the colonies put together, this also
confirms the mite drop we got at the end of last season, which was so low that
we didn't treat our colonies, was not unrealistic. Is this a new trend? Are bees
learning to deal with varroa mites? Lets hope so.

We meet every Tuesday from 09:30 to 12:30, if anyone wants to come along
and help out you will be more than welcome. We inspect the bees and keep the
site as neat and tidy as possible. Hot drinks and biscuits are also available, we
discuss a wide range of subjects, sometimes even bees. If you haven't collected
your jars yet this is the time to do it. You may also want to buy some frames
and/or foundation from Eric's emporium.

Julian Marter.

Buckfast Abbey visit - Saturday August 23rd

We normally have a full house for this event, and it really is a relaxing and
enjoyable day out.

Martin Hann and Clare Densley are excellent hosts and very free in dispensing
words of wisdom and sharing their amazing knowledge, so If you would like to
come on this extremely interesting day to the home of Buckfast beekeeping,
then please let me know at somertonbees@btinternet.com.  There is no
charge, as such, but we do make a donation of £10 per person to Clare &
Martin’s coffee fund. On top of that it will only cost you the petrol.

Depending on the weather, we either have a chat and coffee, then go and see
the Buckfast Bees, then beak for lunch at the Grange Restaurant, which is in the
Abbey grounds. It is a self service restaurant and very competitively priced - or
you could bring a packed lunch.

mailto:somertonbees@btinternet.com.
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Frame type each Per 10 Per 11
Hoffman deep frames complete £1.98 £19.80 £21.78
DN2 top bars £1.06 £10.60 £11.66
DN4 Hoffman side bars £0.46 £4.60 £5.06
Bottom bars per pair £0.46 £4.60 £5.06

Shallow frames complete £1.84 £18.40 £20.24
DN2 top bars £1.06 £10.60 £11.66
SN2 Shallow (super) side bars £0.32 £3.20 £3.52
Bottom bars per pair £0.46 £4.60 £5.06

Foundation
Deep wired foundation £1.42 £14.20 £15.62
Shallow wired foundation £0.87 £8.70 £9.57

Deep frame c/w foundation £3.40 £34.00 £37.40
Shallow frame c/w foundation £2.71 £27.10 £29.81

Please pay by BACS transfer to Somerton Beekeepers Lloyds Bank a/c no.
30407168. Sort code 30 90 90, using either the SumUp reference code or MAN
xx where xx is the number on the paper invoice from the book in the BeeSpace.
Price list valid from April 2025

Eric’s Emporium

Revised frame & foundation prices

If you have any queries regarding availability of stock, or when goods can be
collected from the apiary, contact Richard Lockyer at this dedicated email
address emporium.somertonbees@gmail.com
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Do you use social media? If you do, did you know that Somerton Bee-
keepers has its own Facebook page. Give us a like and keep a look out
for all your "bee" news!

www.facebook.com/somertonbeekeepers

Scan the code

Somerton Beekeepers Honey Show

Your Honey Show is creeping up on us again and it really is the biggest Honey
Show in the South West of England, but it’s not just a Honey Show. There is
also the Artisan Market  adjacent o the hall and this year there will b even more
stalls thanks to Lily Ryland who has  pulled out all the stops o make this a day
for all the family .

If you like a sausage roll, then the Little Bakery from Langport can sell you a
sausage roll big enough to feed the whole family, or you can have a glass of
cider - or two. There is always tea and cakes if yo would rather - and plenty
more. It really is more than just a Honey Show.

The schedule, entry form and recipes are included with the email  containing
this newsletter. Have a shufty, and pick the classes you would like to enter.



9

Extension to the Beespace Building

The cost of building the, much needed,  extension to the Beespace has exceed-
ed the original estimates, through no fault of the builder, but the good news is
that our treasurer Sarah Griffiths has  managed to confirm that as we are a
registered charity, we are exempt from VAT on certain building projects. Well!
that’s £3200 saved,

Formicpro varroa treatment

Formicpro treatments

Formicpro is an ideal treatment to combat varroa mites, once you have taken
your honey off. It only has to be on the hive for 7 days (the second  shortest of
all treatment terms) and is the only treatment which kills varroa sealed brood
cells. As mentoned in a previous email, Richard Lockyer will place a bulk order,
but you need to get your requirement to him ASAP. Stocks of this treatment
do sell out qwuickly.

Expiry date is October 2026.  If you have taken your honey, or are planning to
soon, now is a really good time to check your varroa loads and once the honey
is off,  treat if necessary.  So, we are allowing time to put the boards in, and
then order.  Orders will close on 7th August.  The expected price is
£5.50/treatment, assuming we get to 30 ordered.  Richard tells me that as at
time of writing, he has had requests for 18 treatments, so it’s likely that’s what
the price will be.  Depending on the speed of   delivery, collection would
probably after 16th August from the apiary on Tuesday mornings from 10.00 –
12.00, or at the Saturday beginners, 10.00 – 12.00.
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Queen Rearing

The Tuesday Group organised a queen rearing session a few weeks ago and a
goodly number of people joined in. They haven’t reported back on success
rates as yet, but I seems that a good time was had by all, and even the bees
joined in it seems.

Price Increase after orders placed and payment made

A well known jar and bottle supplier has just emailed its customers with this
bombshell.

EPR Costs Implications - Effective From 1st April 2025 As you will be aware the
Government introduced a recycling tax on Glass and Metal products used in
Food production.  This happened on April the 1st this year, but we were only
told of the cost to us on July 1st, we have to pass these costs on to our
customers. We will need to charge some customers retrospectively for
orders already received. This tax is on the weight of each item, plus the lid.
We have added this tax to each product so that it is easier to pass on to your
members.

Is that even legal ???????
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Latest Asian Hornet (Yellow legged Asian Hornet) News

APHA/National Bee Unit’s work against yellow-legged Asian hornet (YLH),
W/E 25 July.
Update APHA/National Bee Unit’s work against yellow-legged Asian hornet
(YLH), W/E 25 July.

The NBU Has received a 10 further credible reports of YLH’s.  The Currently
total is of 78 sightings in 2025.

New sightings have been re-
ported in:
Kent
Harrietsham, Maidstone.
Betteshanger
Langdon Cliffs, Dover
Church Hougham
East Sussex
Hastings
West Sussex
Wakehurst
Dorset
Verwood

Four nests have been located this week: Whitstable, Kent (in a tree)
Sissinghurst, Kent (within a wall cavity) Rochester, Kent (in brambles)
Verwood, Dorset (in a tree).  All nests will be destroyed and where possible,
removed.

There have been 28 nests so far this year.

The NBU are following up the other credible reports and anticipate finding
further nests.
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Dates for your diary

New Beekeepers Practical Session 5
6Taking the honey

Saturday August  2nd -

10.00am

Visit to Buckfast Abbey
Saturday August 23rd

Somerton Beekeepers Hog Roast
Sunday September 7th

Somerton Beekeepers
HONEY SHOW

Saturday Sept. 20th

Keinton Mandeville Village Hall

Clare Densley & Martin Hann
From Buckfast Bees
Thurs October 30th

Somerton AGM
Thursday November 20th

& Candle Dipping Workshop
With Maggie North

mailto:Chair.somertonbees@gmail.com
mailto:Teasurer.somertonbees@gmail.com

