
 
 

 
 

 

                                      

Buzz  
The newsletter of Taunton & District Beekeepers 

December 2025 

 

Editor’s welcome                                                        Lyndsay Stone 

Welcome to the Christmas edition of Buzz. Once the rush to prepare 

for Christmas has died down, the New Year brings the chance to take 

stock of the year’s successes and failures, and make plans for the next 

season. 2026 might be the year to consider undertaking one of the 

BBKA modules, or planting a bee friendly area in your garden. Don’t 

forget to keep your details on BeeBase up to date and perhaps have a 

look at some of their resources at the same time. And finally, if you 

haven’t renewed your membership of Taunton Branch yet, the 

deadline is January 14th! 

Past Chairman’s report                                            Andy Glendinning 

At the recent AGM I chose to stand down from my roles on your 
Committee, having decided that I needed to spend a bit more time 
elsewhere with my life and perhaps recharge my batteries! 

For those of you who didn’t, couldn’t or wouldn’t come to the recent 
AGM, you missed a fascinating talk by Stephen Powles on our 



 
 

 
 

wonderful European Hornet. Like many others reporting this year, 
there does seem to have been a great many more hornets around my 
hives late on. Maybe it was a local trend or perhaps weather related, 
but having had several hornet nests locally over the years, this year 
did seem exceptional for their activity around my hives. I have endless 
short videos of them hawking and, impressively, the bees bravely 
defending! So, I for one was very interested to hear what Stephen had 
to say. 

His talk comes on the back of a year which saw us welcome another 
Hymenoptera group to our Bee and Honey Tent at the annual Taunton 
Flower Show – the Bumblebee Conservation Group. It’s fair to say that 
they were overwhelmed by their reception from the public, having run 
out of hand-out literature on the first day! 

I’m sure we will welcome the ‘Bumbles’ back at next year’s Show, but 
I feel there is an opportunity to invite both these groups to a longer 
exchange at the Apiary? Perhaps in the Spring when we can delight 
and inform them using our wonderful teaching hives and colonies? 

I shall however leave any arrangements to your current committee, 
who will no doubt continue to provide you with a great calendar of 
events in 2026. And I’m sure that there are a few of you out there who 
have ideas of your own for interesting meetings too! So please do 
come along and meet the Committee at any of our events and, as I 
always ask, if you do have any time then please do think about offering 
it to help run your Club. 

Thanks to all on the Committee and to those of you who volunteered 
in 2025, I’ll catch up with you at the Apiary in 2026. 

So, while the weather outside continues to confound our 
understanding of our ‘old-fashioned seasons’ and I’m sure the bees 
too, may I finally take this opportunity to wish you and your families a 
very Merry Christmas and seasonal greetings and a very happy and 
successful New Year to you all! 



 
 

 
 

Apiary Manager’s report                   Maggie North & Andrew Perry 

We currently have around 12 colonies in the apiary all of which were 

treated for varroa at the end of November. We will be keeping a close 

eye on their stores as they are large colonies and the weather has 

been relatively mild. 

 

TDBK Committee update                                                Julie Husband 

This is a brief update on what the Committee has been doing over the 
last three months: 

 Nichola Francis Bellamy has been co-opted onto the Committee 
for the Health & Safety role. 

 Planning for next year’s programme including the Beginner’s 
Course. This includes organising speakers, organising equipment 
and volunteers according to the needs of members and the club. 
This has been led by Vanessa Woodford who has stepped down 
from the Committee. Other annual events are directly planned 
by the Committee such as the Auction.  

 Planning for the AGM, preparing papers according to SBKA 
guidance. Liaising with the excellent speaker Stephen Powles. 
Committee members provided the afternoon tea.  

 Arranging the Clean & Stow afternoon. This involves clearing out 
the shed of all ‘dirty’ equipment, purchasing enough gas for the 
boiling water butt, getting together the tools for the afternoon, 
putting away all clean equipment back in the right place, and 
ensuring health and safety is at the forefront of all activities. Of 
course, this cannot be done without the many volunteers who 
help.  

 All the inside of the clubhouse was painted in late summer and 
a new wall water boiler was purchased for the kitchen.  

 We will be posting the minutes of each Committee meeting on 
the clubhouse notice board in the meeting room. 



 
 

 
 

 Organising the winter varorra treatment for the Club’s bees and 
an accompanying demonstration for members.  

We are still looking for members to step up and join the Committee; 
please do consider giving some thought and time to this. We are 
looking for a Chair, Secretary, Education/Programme Coordinator, 
Yellow Legged/Asian Hornet Coordinator and a Honey Show 
Secretary. Below is a list of most of the Committee roles. Please 
contact tauntonsecretary@somersetbeekeepers.org.uk or speak to 
any member of the Committee if you are interested.  

 

Your new Committee: 

President – Eleanor Burgess 

Acting Chair – Malcolm Pearce – Vacancy 

Vice Chair – Malcolm Pearce 

Acting Secretary – Julie Husband – Vacancy 

Treasurer – Robin Rees 

SBKA Trustee – Paul James 

Apiary Team – Andrew Perry & Maggie North 

Membership Secretary – Angie Sterrett 

Publicity/Social Media – James Fitzmaurice 

Honey Show Secretary – Vacancy 

Education/Programme – Vacancy 

Yellow Legged/Asian Hornet Coordinator - Vacancy 

Equipment Manager – David Pearce 

mailto:tauntonsecretary@somersetbeekeepers.org.uk


 
 

 
 

Equipment Hire – Mike Dillon 

Health & Safety Officer – Nichola Francis Bellamy 

Special Advisor – Simon Jones 

Lyndsay Stone has very kindly offered to continue producing the 
excellent Buzz newsletter but will no longer sit on the Committee.  

 

Taunton & District Beekeepers Fun and Friendly Role Descriptions  

🏆 TDBK Chair – “The Head Beekeeper-in-Chief” 

Do you love bringing people together and keeping things buzzing 
smoothly? As Chair, you’re the friendly guiding force of the Branch. 

What you’ll do: 

 Team up with the Secretary to organise and lead Branch 
meetings (and keep them on track… mostly!). 

 Make sure the Branch runs happily and healthily within SBKA 
guidelines. 

 Keep an eye out for ways to make the Club even better—and 
help our members feel connected and involved. 

 Work with the Treasurer to ensure our charitable commitments 
are shipshape. 

Perfect for someone who: 
Enjoys leading with warmth, steering the ship calmly, and nurturing a 
thriving beekeeping community. 

💰 TDBK Treasurer – “Keeper of the Honey Pot” 

If numbers make you smile and you enjoy a light, steady trickle of 
financial tasks, this role is sweet and satisfying. 

What you’ll do: 



 
 

 
 

 Oversee all things money-related for the Committee and 
membership. 

 Carry out occasional but straightforward financial transactions 
throughout the year. 

 Support Club events where money matters might pop up. 
 Manage payments and receipts through the Club account. 
 Prepare tidy end-of-year figures for SBKA review. 

Perfect for someone who: 
Is organised, calm with cash, and enjoys keeping our financial hive 
humming. 

✉ TDBK Club Secretary – “The Communicator-in-Chief” 

This is the organisational heartbeat of the Club—perfect for someone 
who likes clarity, communication, and keeping everything running 
smoothly. 

Your three big missions: 

 Take and share meeting notes (about 11 times a year—easy!). 
 Be the first friendly point of contact for enquiries about the Club. 
 Share important updates and info from BBKA/SBKA with our 

members. 

Perfect for someone who: 
Loves tidy notes, smooth communication, and being a helpful hive 
hub. 

🎓 TDBK President – “The Wise Owl of the Hive” 

This honorary role is all about offering supportive guidance and being 
a calm presence in the background. 

What you’ll do: 

 Offer impartial advice, insight, and a listening ear to the 
Committee and members. 



 
 

 
 

 Take on reasonable tasks that help with governance, wellbeing, 
or club spirit. 

 Represent the Club at select events, such as the Bee & Honey 
Show. 

Perfect for someone who: 
Enjoys mentoring, embodying the club’s values, and adding a steady, 
wise voice. 

🐝 TDBK Membership Secretary – “The Welcomer of New Bees” 

If you enjoy helping new members get settled and keeping things 
organised behind the scenes, this role is for you. 

What you’ll do: 

 Be the go-to person for new memberships, renewals, insurance, 
and fee collection. 

 Manage returns for SBKA. 
 Work hand-in-hand with the Treasurer to ensure all fees are sent 

to the right places. 
 Collaborate with the Training Coordinator to keep courses and 

taster sessions buzzing with participants. 

Perfect for someone who: 
Enjoys organisation, welcoming new people, and smoothing the path 
for beginners. 

📚 TDBK Training Coordinator – “The Beginner Bee Mentor” 

Help shape the future of beekeeping by guiding those just starting 
their journey! 

What you’ll do: 

 Work with the Committee to plan the annual training calendar, 
including the Beginners’ Course. 



 
 

 
 

 Encourage and support new training ideas from the 
membership. 

Perfect for someone who: 
Loves teaching, organising learning experiences, and supporting new 
beekeepers. 

🐝🏡 TDBK Apiary Manager – “The Hive Guardian” 

If spending time with bees and guiding volunteers appeals to you, this 
is a hands-on role full of rewarding buzz. 

What you’ll do: 

 Oversee the Club’s apiary and keep it thriving. 
 Encourage members to get involved with caring for the Branch’s 

hives. 
 Ensure the right equipment is available for hive management 

and training. 
 Advise the Committee on future equipment needs. 

Perfect for someone who: 
Feels at home in an apiary and enjoys coordinating people and bees 
alike. 

🍯 TDBK Bee & Honey Show Secretary – “The Showtime Maestro” 

Love events? Enjoy bringing people together? This role focuses on 
making our annual Bee & Honey Show a celebration to remember 
(with plenty of help!). 

What you’ll do: 

 Shape the content and layout of the Show. 
 Create the Honey Show schedule. 
 Coordinate entries and judging. 
 Rally volunteers from within the Club. 
 Liaise with the venue (currently part of Taunton Flower Show). 



 
 

 
 

 Optionally split duties with another person (as done currently). 

Perfect for someone who: 
Enjoys organising events, collaborating with volunteers, and creating 
a great experience for all. 
 

 

Round-up of News 

AGM November 15th 

As mentioned earlier we had a very interesting and entertaining talk 

from Stephen Powles about the European hornet. Stephen built a bird 

box with viewing panel in to the wall of his bedroom only to open it 

one day and find…….. 

 

                  

 

………and another hornet’s nest in his loft which, rather than remove, 

he left in place in order to study the comings and goings of the 

hornets! 



 
 

 
 

                                           

For those who might be interested in finding out more about the talks 
that Stephen can offer, or who would like to purchase wildlife cards 
from him, please have a look at his website: 

https://www.stephenpowles.co.uk/ 

 

During the AGM, our president Michael Clark presented certificates to 

those who passed either the Basic Assessment or BBKA Modules or 

both. 

Congratulations to all those who passed exams this year! 

 

                  

                          Jenny Squire                                                 Paul James               

https://www.stephenpowles.co.uk/


 
 

 
 

                      

                       Polly McGowan                                                  Gemma Gilbert     

                         

 

Clean and Stow 

Thanks to all those who came along to help out with the annual 

cleaning and stowing of equipment. Perfect weather for the job with 

tea and cake to keep everyone going! 

 

               

                                            

 



 
 

 
 

Making soft set honey 

A large number of people turned out for Mark and Janet Beattie’s 
workshop on making soft set honey yesterday. Following an 
explanation of the process of honey crystallisation by Mark, Janet then 
demonstrated the process of converting runny honey into the velvety 
soft set or “creamed” honey. 
We hope that Mark and Janet have inspired people to try their hand 
at soft set honey and we expect to see a bumper number of entries in 
next year’s honey show! 
 

                                             

 

Bees in the news 

Click on the links below to read some of the latest news stories about 

bees……. 

 

The island that banned hives: can honeybees actually harm nature? | 

Bees | The Guardian 

Trucked-in honeybees may edge out bigger bumblebee foragers 

New 'Lucifer' bee with devil-like horns found in Australia - BBC News 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/18/hives-honeybee-boom-tuscan-island-italy-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/sep/18/hives-honeybee-boom-tuscan-island-italy-aoe
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/honeybees-outcompete-bumblebees-hives
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c051yjv90dmo


 
 

 
 

Boots, Bees and New Beginnings: Royal Marines Take Up the 
Hive Tool                                                                       Nick Walmsley 

 
 
When most people picture Royal Marines, they imagine grit, 
endurance and a readiness to take on the toughest environments 
nature can throw at them. But in Jan 2025 one enthusiastic group of 
novice Marines from Norton Manor Camp took on a new mission far 
gentler, and far quieter than their usual environment, but one they 
were buzzing to bee part of. These service people stepped into the 
world of beekeeping as part of a wider conservation and rewilding 
project designed to refresh and enhance the beautiful woodlands of 
Norton Manor Camp but also to reconnect and educate as many 
service personnel, veterans and their families with nature, foster a 
sense of community, and inspire the next generation of marines and 
budding beekeepers. All made possible with a lot help and advice from 
key committee members of the Taunton beekeeping club. 
 
For the Marines involved, swapping rifles for smokers has been an 
eye-opening experience and a lot more challenging than imagined. 
Few had ever handled a frame of bees before, yet within weeks they 
were confidently identifying brood patterns, monitoring colony 
growth, and learning the delicate art of reading a hive’s mood. Their 
military training—calm under pressure, attention to detail and 
teamwork—translates surprisingly well to the apiary. 
 
The project has been partly funded by the Royal Marines Charity and 
is more than just learning the art of beekeeping. 
One of the initiative’s core goals is knowledge sharing. Experienced 
civilian beekeepers have been mentoring the group, helping them 
navigate their first full beekeeping season. In turn, the Marines hope 
to mentor other newcomers, especially young people—from the 
surrounding community. The message is simple: beekeeping isn’t 
exclusive, and anyone can get involved with the right support. 
 



 
 

 
 

Several participants have already spoken about the therapeutic value 
of working with bees. After long deployments or demanding training 
cycles, the calm focus required in the apiary provides a different kind 
of resilience—one rooted in patience, observation and quietness. 
 
This pilot is just the beginning. Plans are underway to expand the 
number of hives, offer further training, and form a wider beekeeping 
network. By embedding beekeeping into the broader conservation 
and rewilding strategy, the Royal Marines and their partners hope to 
leave a lasting legacy—not only healthier pollinator populations, but 
a stronger, more connected community. 
 
The hum of a healthy hive is more than background noise. It’s a 
reminder of the intricate balance that sustains our landscapes—and 
the power of people coming together to protect it. With their new 
mission well underway, these novice Marines are proving that caring 
for bees is not just good for the environment; it’s good for the soul. 
 

                                            

                                   



 
 

 
 

At the AGM, Nick kindly presented us with a wall plaque which 

features the Royal Marines Crest in recognition of the advice and 

support given by Taunton Branch. 

 
 

                            

 

 

Dates for your diary 

Our 2026 programme will be out soon, but meanwhile, here are some 

important events taking place in the next few months………  

 

Sunday January 25th New Year Meal 

12.30 at Oake Manor Golf Club, Oake, Taunton TA4 1BA. 

The main course will be a carvery with a vegetarian option and the 

option to choose a starter and or a pudding on the day. 

1 course £15.50 

2 courses £19.50 

3 courses £23.50 



 
 

 
 

Drinks available to purchase from the bar. 

If you would like to come, please email me at 
Lyndsayhurn@hotmail.com 
 
Saturday February 7th Somerset BKA Lecture Day 
The Canalside Conference Centre, Marsh Lane, Bridgwater TA6 6LQ 

Lectures  

 Maggie Gill – Tropilaelaps: an emerging threat to global 
beekeeping 

 Dr Ciaran Harris – Can the honey bee help identify seasonal gaps 
in nectar supply? 

 Clare Densley & Martin Hann – Simple queen rearing 

Workshops & Seminars 

 Microscopy: An external look at the honey bee – Bridget 
Knutson MB 

 Making wax flowers – Maggie North 
 The effect of global warming on honey bee behaviour – Geoff 

Blay MB 
 Asian hornets – tbc 
 Tropilaelaps: Transmission, treatments and more – Maggie Gill 

Event Details        

 Parking & refreshments 
 Tickets: £15.00 (includes booking fees & two cups of tea/coffee) 
 Click on the link below to book tickets 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/somerset-bka-lecture-day-2026-

tickets-1850732634129?aff=oddtdtcreator 

  

 

file:///C:/Users/Robin/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-1b86428c-25ac-4a33-abcb-12e295bbd981/d67672df874ccf89f28a9789c8cbd839c82fcb66bc3c2b1e96056c61ed7b7f90/Buzz%20Dec%202026.docx
file:///C:/Users/Robin/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Olk/Attachments/ooa-1b86428c-25ac-4a33-abcb-12e295bbd981/d67672df874ccf89f28a9789c8cbd839c82fcb66bc3c2b1e96056c61ed7b7f90/Buzz%20Dec%202026.docx


 
 

 
 

New BBKA Website 

(https://www.bbka.org.uk/) 
 

The new BBKA website has gone live. The updated site is designed to 
offer improved navigation and engaging content for the general public 
seeking information on honey bees, beekeeping, the Yellow-legged 
Asian Hornet and honey.  

BBKA have also streamlined how you access member-only 
information. The dedicated ‘Beekeepers’ area on the old website has 
now been retired, and all member exclusive resources have been 
relocated to a learning platform. This change ensures that materials 
are securely available to members only, as the new website itself does 
not support restricted access. 

BBKA Learning Online (Member Hub) 
(https://learning.bbka.org.uk/) 
The learning platform will be renamed ‘BBKA Member Hub’ to 
coincide with the launch of the new redesigned website. 

Registered, Partner, School, Junior and Honorary Members can access 
the ‘Member Hub’ using their membership number and postcode and 
it will remain the main platform for beekeeping resources and training 
materials.  

There are currently nine main sections on the Member Hub: 

Latest News and Events:  Calendar of Events (including Association 
events), Monthly Highlights, Summary of New Content and Member 
Feedback Form. 

Resources for Members:  Wide selection of resources and learning 
blocks covering all topics including Beekeeper Training (includes 
GH26), Honey & Hive Products, Module Study, The Beekeeping Year 
and Zoom Talks. 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/
https://learning.bbka.org.uk/


 
 

 
 

Yellow-legged Asian Hornet:  Information for YLAH Teams & 
Awareness Resources 

Exams & Assessments:  General Exam Information, Syllabi & 
Information Packs, Reading Lists & Module Past Papers 

Resources for Association Officers:  Training resources for use by 
Associations.  Please note this section is only accessible by Association 
Officers using a previously supplied password (enrolment key). 

BBKA News Magazine Archive:  Digital copies of BBKA News going 
back to 2020. 

Correspondence Courses:  Paid courses with an assigned tutor, 
offered in six-month blocks which need to be purchased via the 
website shop.  Free of charge module study units (without an assigned 
tutor) are available under ‘Resources for Members’ at any time. 

Association Area:  Information shared by Associations. 

Admin & Compliance:  ADM Documents, Association Resources, 
Insurance Documents, Polices & Risk Assessments. 

If members experience problems logging into the Member Hub or 
need additional help, they should email bbka@bbka.org.uk or call 024 
7669 6679. 

BBKA Honey Map 

Did you know that the BBKA have a honey map which you can use to 

find where you can buy local honey: from local apiaries or from 

shows held across the country where BBKA branches often have 

stands. It’s a good opportunity to visit local markets and farm shops 

to discover regional varieties and to ask about the floral sources and 

seasonal character of their honey. 

Discover Local Honey Near You 

 

mailto:bbka@bbka.org.uk
https://www.bbka.org.uk/local-honey


 
 

 
 

Honey blondies 

Why not try your hand at making these delicious cakes? 

Ingredients 
340g melted salted butter 
350g soft light brown sugar 
2x tbsp runny honey 
2x large eggs 
410g plain flour 
200g white chocolate drops 
1x tsp vanilla extract 
1tsp salt 
 
Method 
 
Preheat the oven to 150 degrees C and line an 11” x 8” brownie tin. 
 
Melt the butter, then add the melted butter, sugar, honey, salt & 
vanilla to a bowl or mixer. Mix for about 1 minute to combine. When 
the butter has cooled slightly, add the eggs, and mix for another 
minute or so. 
 
Take a tablespoon of the flour and coat the chocolate with it. Then 
add the remaining flour and flour-coated chocolate into the mixing 
bowl. Mix very quickly until just combined, being careful not to over-
mix and pour out into your lined brownie tin. 
 
Bake for 30-40 minutes, or until a skin has formed on the top and the 
blondies are still soft in the centre and around the edge. Do not 
overcook, or the blondies will be dry! Allow to cool in the tin, then 
place in the fridge for at least 2 hours before cutting. 
 

Reproduced by kind permission of the Barefoot Bakery 

 



 
 

 
 

Good Reads 

The Garden Jungle or Gardening to Save the Planet by Dave Goulson 

Published in 2019, some of you may have read this, but the author, a 

Professor of Biology at Sussex University, explores the environmental 

impact from the purchase of intensively reared plants from garden 

centres and suggests changes to gardens to make them more like mini 

nature reserves. An enjoyable and readable book. 

 

Taunton Division’s Library 
 
This can be found at the apiary. There are a wide variety of books to 
borrow on a 2 week loan; some are marked as For Reference Only.   
Please sign out books and return them promptly so that others can 
enjoy them too. 

 
Extractor hire 

If you need to hire the apiary’s extractor then please contact Mike 
Dillon 07585 537030 to arrange. 

 

Repairs to bee veils and suits 
Contact Jenny Gammon on 01823 270465 or 07788407497 
 

 

 

 

 

We hope you enjoyed reading our newsletter! 

Deadline for June edition of Buzz:  March 6th  2026 

 

Editor  Lyndsay Stone 


