
 

                              

Buzz  
The Newsletter of Taunton & District Beekeepers 

June 2025 

 

 

Editor’s welcome                                                                     Lyndsay Stone 

Welcome to the June edition of Buzz; the warm dry weather seems to 
have led to a spate of swarms; a Devon based chimney sweep who 
expanded his business to include the rehoming of swarms, reports 
that this has been his busiest year yet! 

Summer is the season for fetes and shows, and you can read about the 
success of the Bath & West later on.   Please also come and support 
us at the Taunton Flower Show this year, whether by entering some 
of the competitions, or just to say hello.       

Happy reading!                                                                                                                                                                            

 

Chairman’s report                                                         Andy Glendinning               

Where has the year gone? June already, and what a year so far.  The 

early warmth stayed with us, turning spring seemingly into summer! 

With all our bees up and about early in the year and most spring 



 

flowers and shrubs flowering early or all at once, it made for an 

‘exciting’ period. 

Reading in this month’s BBKA News about the national decline of 

oilseed rape fields, you’d be forgiven if you felt this wasn’t the case if 

you are fortunate to have sites near OSR.  The Club’s apiary colonies, 

having quickly built up in early spring, have surely overwhelmed the 

local OSR nectar if the weight of their supers is anything to go by!  

Indeed, the bees have been so busy that the Club was fast running out 

of supers! 

Still, for those lucky few who have benefited from this bumper year so 

far (sadly my sites are too high towards Willet Hill for much OSR), there 

comes the dilemma of whether to remove some of the honey to free 

up supers or leave it on the hive with the possibility of a protracted 

‘June gap’?!  Certainly at the Apiary, managers Maggie and Andy are 

having these same thoughts.  If only beekeeping was simple! 

Not a Buzz goes by that we don’t put a shout out for help either at the 

Apiary or on the Committee, and this month is no exception.  Your 

Club can only function as it does, offering a wider variety of events, if 

we have people who are prepared to step up and help.  Most of the 

roles on the committee are not onerous and those that appear to be 

are in a continual process of refinement.  We all recognise that we 

have busy lives, so it makes sense to minimise and/or share the roles 

at your Club.  The door is always open and we’d love to hear from 

some of you. 

A big thank you to Malcolm Pearce who stepped up as Chair during my 

recent absence and a warm welcome to Polly McCowen who has 

stepped up as Branch Secretary.  Big thanks also go to Maggie North 



 

and all those who have helped her at the apiary with the management 

of the Club’s colonies; it’s not been an easy year! 

I’m sure you’ll find this Buzz as interesting as previous editions, a big 

thank you to Lyndsay, our Buzz Editor, and all those who take the time 

to contribute to your periodic magazine. 

Happy beekeeping to you all! 

 
 

Apiary Managers Report                    Maggie North and Andrew Perry 

It has been a bumper year so far with warm and sunny weather and 

the bees are thriving. Supers have been filling up, so much so that an 

early extraction had to be planned! Despite concerns that the honey 

might have set before extraction could be arranged, all went 

smoothly, as you can see from Polly’s report below…… 

 
   The Apiary Management Team are enormously grateful to those 

members who gave up their evening on 11th June to help extract some 

of the spring crop.  Under the supervision of Maggie, Malcolm and 

David there was a hive of activity of uncapping and spinning, with 

barely any room to move in the Club's extraction room.  The result was 

360lbs of honey, 16 supers ready to be put back into use and a 

thankful apiary inspection team who have fewer boxes to 

lift!  Particular thanks to those who stuck it out to the end: Russell for 

supervising the uncapping tray to the final melt and Frodo for being a 

washing up ninja! 

 



 

Nucs available 

If you are interested in a nuc, the apiary may have some available. 

These cost £200 – please contact Maggie at 

maggienorthy@hotmail.com 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Round-up of news 
 
Auction report 
 
Our annual auction was a success with over 300 lots from around 30 

sellers, and over 70 bidders.  People came from as far as Devon, Dorset 

and Bristol for the event, and bidding didn’t finish until after 5pm. The 

auction itself generated around £550 for TDBK funds; a generous 

donation from the family of the late Milns Priscott, and income from 

the refreshments and raffle helped more than double this. 

Special thanks go to Chris Harries as auctioneer who must have been 

exhausted keeping the bidding going for more than three hours! 

Thanks also go to Rosemary and Eleanor for organising the 

refreshments, Lyndsay for organising the raffle and to all the 

volunteers who helped throughout the day. 

                    



 

Postscript 

Although this year’s Club auction was again considered an overall 
success, the day was unfortunately marred by a number of incidences of 
unnecessary and frankly unacceptable abuse towards several volunteers. 

A number of individuals attending the event seemed intent on either 
ignoring the auction rules and/or general good manners. 

Please remember the basic principle on which the Club auction is run; an 
opportunity for fellow beekeepers to meet and share experiences and to 
exchange surplus beekeeping equipment.  We do not purport to be a 
professional auction house! 

The organisers will be considering changes to the rules to ensure both 
buyers and sellers understand their obligations if they decide to 
participate and to ensure mistakes are minimised during the actual 
auction process. 

TDBK Committee thank you for your understanding in this matter. 
 
 

Bath and West Show 2025 
 
The competition was well attended with 422 entries and the 
international judges complimented the organisers on the 
exceptionally high quality of the entries, particularly the wax blocks 
and the mead. 
 
Somerset won back the Counties Shield from Wiltshire by getting more 
combined points in the honey show, but it was a close run thing, 495 
points to 492. Devon got 14 points mainly from our own Malcolm 
Pearce, who won the Devon Cup. 
 



 

                                      
                              Malcolm receiving the Devon Cup 
 
Other winners were Maggie North with firsts for candles and light 
honey and a second for wax flowers (Sue Rawlings from Wiltshire won 
the first prize). David Pearce got a first for his creamed honey (which 
he nearly didn’t enter) and for his set honey as well as other lesser 
prizes. 
 

                          
 
There was a new category this year, melomels, which are meads made 
with added fruit juices. Chris Rawlings held workshops on making it for 
Wiltshire beekeepers last year and this resulted in plenty of Wiltshire 
entries. Would members be interested in us doing the same? 



 

The number people attending this year’s show was down on last year 
but the bee tent still seemed as busy as ever with attractions like 
honey tasting on the Honey Adulteration stand, Yellow Legged Hornet 
nest and samples on the YLH stand, bees in observation hives, candle 
rolling and suppliers of beeswax soaps, balms and bee themed pottery. 
 
Besides manning stands, members also acted as stewards including 
Mark, who saved the day for Susie Perkins. Bernie Perkins had 
accidentally locked their motorhome with the keys inside. Mark broke 
in by wriggling through a small hatch and up through the seat storage 
space to retrieve the keys. Susie was most impressed! 
 
 

Forthcoming dates for your diary  - all Taunton members 

welcome 

Monday June 30th    Final application date for those interested in 

sitting the Basic certificate. To take the Basic Assessment you should 

have managed at least one colony of bees for a minimum of 12 

months. This is because the assessment covers the basic things which 

all beekeepers should know. For more information, please contact 

Bridget at bridget_knutson@yahoo.co.uk 

President’s Day - 12 July at 2:30pm at the Apiary 

Taunton & District Beekeepers Annual President's Day is an 
opportunity for members to come together to celebrate and thank our 
President - Michael Clark. This is Michael’s third and last year as 
President so it will be a special event. We have organised the former 
Head Gardener of Hestercombe House, Claire Greenslade, to talk 
about ‘Learning how to make small changes in the garden to benefit 
nature’ which of course will benefit honey bees. Claire is a brilliant 
speaker and this talk will be interactive, fun and informative. 



 

A lovely afternoon tea will be provided by the Committee so do come 
along.  

 

Taunton & County Honey Show 2025 - 1 & 2 August at Taunton 
Flower Show 

The Schedule for the Show has been sent out to all members across 
Somerset and is available to download from Somerset Beekeepers 
website https://www.somersetbeekeepers.org.uk/taunton.html 
Scroll down to find the honey show listing under Branch events, click 
on it, look in the right hand corner for a paper clip and it's there.  

Obviously we want as many members as possible to enter the show, 
even if it's only one class. It is quite exciting seeing your honey, wax, 
cake, photograph, or whatever, being displayed. Even more exciting 
when you win! This year we are bringing back Class 30, an 
arrangement of flowers, foliage and fruit which honeybees gather 
nectar and pollen from. Class 20 should bring lots of fun; decorate 6 
cupcakes with a beekeeping theme, get your artistic hats on and go.  

You can email, WhatsApp, text, or if you really want to, post your 
entries to me. Contact information on the Schedule. 

Julie Husband, Honey Show Secretary 

Fivehead Fete  Sat July 5th 12-4pm 

Fivehead Village Hall, Stowey Road, Fivehead, Somerset TA3 6PP 

TDBK plan to have a stall so come along and see us! 

Tuesday August 5th           Clearing supers and emergency feeding 

Friday August 8th         Supers off 

Sat August 9th 2-4 pm     Monitoring for varroa & first treatment 

Sat August 23rd               2nd varroa treatment 

Sat 30th August 10-3     Extraction Day 

https://www.somersetbeekeepers.org.uk/taunton.html


 

Watch out for more dates, details of which will be emailed nearer 
the time. 

 

Adverts/Requests for help 

 

Social Media help needed 
 
We are still looking for some help with promoting Taunton & District 
Beekeepers on Facebook. It’s one of the best ways for the general 
public to find out what we do, advertise our events such as the 
Beginners Course and Taster Event and let people know how to  how 
to contact us. If anyone has time to take this on it would be much 
appreciated. Please contact Julie at Julie.husband@btinternet.com if 
interested. 
 
Wanted – an experienced beekeeper who could offer some advice and 
mentoring to a new beekeeper in 
 
Taunton Division’s Library 
This can be found at the apiary. There are a wide variety of books to 
borrow on a 2 week loan; some are marked ‘for reference only’.   
Please sign out books and return them promptly so that others can 
enjoy them too. 
 

Hagen’s Bees for beekeeping equipment 
Exclusive discount for Association members - use the code 
HB*ASSOCIATION at the checkout. There are no limits to how many 
times this can be used; most orders available for next day delivery & 
free shipping on orders over £75. 
 
New beekeepers: we currently have complete kits available for starter 
beekeepers - you can see all of our hive kits here - 
https://www.hagensbees.co.uk/collections/hive-kits?page=1 
 

https://www.hagensbees.co.uk/collections/hive-kits?page=1


 

Extractor hire 
If you need to hire the apiary’s extractor then please contact Andrew 
Perry on 07527 887620 to arrange. 
 
Repairs to bee veils and suits. 
Contact Jenny Gammon on 01823 270465 or 07788407497 
 
Out Apiary Opportunity 
 
Are you looking for somewhere near Wellington Monument to site 
your bees?  Some land-owners are keen to encourage pollinators 
into their area. They say it is a safe environment which has had no 
disturbance and no chemicals have been used on it. If interested 
contact  
Ian and Susan Mercer, Higher Wrangway. Tel: 01823 662685 
 

 
 

We hope you enjoyed reading our newsletter! 

 

Deadline for June edition of Buzz:  September 19th 2025 


