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The Newsletter of Taunton & District Beekeepers

October 2025

Editor’s welcome Lyndsay Stone

There have been plenty of outdoor events around the South West these past
few months, as you will see below, but now attention is turning to winter
preparations. Please come along to our ‘Clean and Stow’ event on Saturday
November 1° if you can; and don’t forget the session on varroa treatment later
in the month.

We're very pleased to welcome James Fitzmaurice who has kindly volunteered
to take responsibility for our social media; please read his article below for an
update about how we have been doing.

Thank you once again to all who have contributed to this edition by writing
articles, sending in photos, and organising the events that provide the material
for our newsletter. | hope you enjoy reading it.

Chairman’s Report Andy Glendinning

With the Club’s AGM fast approaching and marking the start of another bee
year, it’'s perhaps a good opportunity to reflect on the pastyear in and
around the Apiary.




With an early,dry spring we were all probably well into our first
hive inspections by the time many members helped with another successful
equipment auction, whilst others had already started the training
modules for this year’s Beginner’s programme.

By summer many members had helped with an early extraction at the Apiary, to
free-up supers, whilst others were contributing their knowledge to microscopy
classes and various workshops.

Summer also witnessed many members volunteering for another memorable
Bee and Honey Show at Taunton Flower Show, on whom the sun shone and to
which the crowds thronged.

By late summer the Club’s colonies had been treated and fed, their final supers
finally removed and extracted.

I’'m sure I've missed a few events, but | think | speak for all members when |
express my thanks to all who have and, importantly, continue to contribute to
your Club.

Michael Clark, your Club President for the past three years, will be stepping down
at the AGM in November this year.

We would all like to thank Michael for the work he has done in his capacity of your
Club President and wish him well for the future.

Dan Hollyman, your Club Treasurer, has decided to step back from the role to
concentrate on his work and life balance with his family and new home. Thanks
to Dan for all he has done in this role.

Finally, Richard ‘Jonah’ Jones has also decided to step back from his Health and
Safety role, thanks to him too for his time and dedication to the role and the
Club.

At the AGM, in November, it is not only an opportunity to step forward to help
maintain your club and these many events, but it is also an opportunity to reflect
on and suggest future events. So, please do make the effort to respond to, and
attend the AGM.

Finally, it would be impossible to let another year go by without thanking David
Pearce for all that he has done for the Club, especially this year following the
recent passing of his beloved Joan. Thank you David.




TDBK Treasurer

We are now we are looking for a volunteer to take on the role as TDBK Treasurer in
the autumn.

It's an enjoyable role undertaking fairly regular but undemanding financial
transactions and general light financial engagement throughout the vyear
interspersed with two or three short periods of more intense activity.

Good organisational skills and numeracy are essential. Previous experience of
preparing and managing budgets would be an advantage although formal book-
keeping or accountancy qualifications are not required. You will play an important
role advising the Committee on all financial matters and in return enjoy strong
support from them.

TDBK President

We will also be looking for someone to take on the role of President. It is not an
onerous job and involves providing non-partisan wise counsel, guidance and advice
to the officers of the committee and wider membership. Additionally, undertaking
any other reasonable tasks which the President and committee deem to be
appropriate for the good governance, management and camaraderie of the
membership.

The President is normally nominated by a (or) member(s) from within the Club’s
membership, but you can also put yourself forward. If you can think of an individual
who is deserving of this role and would be willing to stand, we would like to hear
from you.

Nominee(s) for the role will be voted in at the 2025 AGM or, if no nominees are
forthcoming, will be co-opted by your Committee.

Please contact Polly at tauntonsecretary@somersetbeekeepers.org.uk if you
are interested in either role.



mailto:tauntonsecretary@somersetbeekeepers.org.uk

Apiary Managers Report Maggie North & Andrew Perry

It’s been a quieter second half of the year, after the spring madness and nectar
flowing from all directions. The end of June brought the heat and dry weather
and whilst flowers were in abundance the nectar was not, but in spite of that,
the honey harvest was good all together and | understand that we extracted
approximately 560 Ib of honey on extraction day plus the spring honey we
harvested earlier in the year.

Queen matings seem to have gone well with all this fine weather with some
nucs produced for beginners and some for the Apiary.

The bees have just finished their varroa treatment and are about to be fed for
winter. They will also be given the wet supers to clean up before we have our

annual Clean and Stow.

Events in and around the Apiary

President’s Day

A good number of us gathered for the annual Presidents day in July, an
opportunity to thank our President Michael Clark who will shortly be completing
his third and final year as President. We were lucky enough to have Claire
Greenslade, a former Head Gardener at Hestercombe House to speak to us
about the small changes that one can make in a garden to benefit nature. It was
an interesting talk ranging from log piles and compost heaps to wild areas and
ponds.

Michael Clark with Claire Greenslade Traditional apiary tea!




Honey Show at Taunton Flower Show 2025 Julie Husband

This year we had hundreds of people visit our Honey Tent at Taunton Flower
Show throughout both days. We worked hard to ensure their experience was
both educational and enjoyable with a sprinkle of the wow factor.

Thanks go to those 20 plus volunteers who showed the public how to view bee
body parts and pollen under a microscope, explained how to spot the queen in
the observation hive, patiently taught children how to roll a beeswax candle,
talked about the threat of the Asian/Yellow-legged hornet and how to report
one, took names and contact details of people who were interested in the
beginner’s training, wiped sticky fingers and were on double dip alert at the
public honey tasting, and to those who tirelessly attended to customers
purchasing our apiary honey.

Microscopy table Happy Bumblebee Conservation
Trust volunteers

Of course, there was work behind the scenes such as taking all equipment to
Vivary Park, laying out the tables, cloths, bunting, flowers and plants, kitchen,
and then reversing all of that and clearing up.

We also welcomed The Bumblebee Conservation Trust who had a stall within
the tent. It was great to share the space and opportunity for all of us to learn
more about we can help these important, fluffy pollinators.

All of that was a great success so thank you to all the volunteers who helped
make it a success.




But we mustn’t forget that there was also the Taunton and County Honey Show.
Entries were down compared to previous years but there were people who
entered who had never done so before and won. Janet Piper and Christine Bailey
did exceptionally well, so congratulations to them. Over the coming months |
will be asking TDBK members their thoughts on the competition, what should
we keep and what could be done differently. Thanks go to the judges Suzy
Perkins and Bridget Knutson and to the Stewards Erica Griggs and Lynne Richley;
they really were a hardworking, super team.

Christine Bailey receiving the Janet Piper receiving the
John Spiller Mascot from Stoker Perpetual Silver Trophy
President Michael Clark




Club Socials Update James Fitzmaurice

What a summer of socials! We’ve seen a fantastic rise in people visiting our
Facebook page to keep up with club news and event updates. It’s encouraging
to see such strong engagement across the board, thank you to everyone who
has liked, shared and commented on our posts. Each interaction really does help
us spread the word about the Club and all the activities we’re so proud to

organise.

A real highlight was the Taunton Flower Show, where our update posts and
montage video captured a huge amount of attention. Shared nationally, the
video alone has now been viewed more than 800 times, making it our most
successful piece of content this year. It was wonderful to see the event
celebrated so widely, and to know that our local efforts are being enjoyed well
beyond the district.

Some highlights from our summer online:

* We've welcomed a number of new followers—if you’re one of them, a
very warm hello!

* Our posts now average around 200 views each, showing steady and
consistent interest in club updates.

* Over 50% of viewers are not yet followers, meaning our posts are reaching
new audiences every week.

If you haven’t joined us on social media yet, you can find us on both Facebook
and Instagram under Taunton District Beekeepers. Alongside event updates

you’ll also find monthly bee facts, seasonal tips, etc.

Additionally, if you have photos from any events this year, stories about your
own beekeeping, or even suggestions for the kind of content you’d like to see,
please get in touch via Facebook, Instagram or email. Your contributions will

help us showcase the breadth of knowledge and enthusiasm across the club.

Looking ahead, we have a packed calendar for autumn and winter, with talks,
workshops and seasonal activities planned, so keep an eye on our social media

channels.




Thank you again for your continued support. Keep on liking, sharing and
commenting.

GTAUNTONDISTRICTBEEKEEPING

Extraction Day

Another very successful extraction day and thank you to the large number of
volunteers who turned up to help extract the apiary honey. As Maggie
mentioned earlier, we extracted 560 Ibs of honey which as always will be sold
throughout the year and at next year’s Honey Show.

Apiary hygiene National Bee Unit July 2025

The following article from the National Bee Unit website was kindly brought to
our attention by Simon Jones, former Bee Inspector. It discusses apiary hygiene
and suggests the use of bleach alongside soda crystals as part of your apiary
hygiene.




“Observing best apiary hygiene practices and quarantine procedures can prevent
the spread and impact of disease. Even healthy colonies may harbour small
numbers of disease-causing organisms without any outward signs, so good
hygiene should be practised at all times, even where disease appears to be
absent. This fact sheet contains guidance on the best hygienic practices for
routine colony and apiary management.

When should you clean and disinfect your beekeeping equipment?

It is best practice to clean and disinfect beekeeping equipment:

1. when you bring it in from the field for storage (e.g. at the end of the season)
or before re-use;

2. whenever it is necessary to move items between colonies;

3. before using second-hand equipment;

4. after your apiary has suffered a disease outbreak.

This fact sheet deals with the routine cleaning involved in points 1 and 2. For
guidance on cleaning specifically to disinfect second-hand equipment, or after
disease, please read our fact sheet entitled ‘Disinfecting a hive after disease’.

Even healthy-looking colonies can harbour organisms that cause disease.
Bacteria, viruses, or fungi may be present in small amounts, accumulating among
the dirt and debris within the hive. If not regularly cleaned away, they can
increase to a level that causes visible disease. It is therefore important to always
maintain good standards of routine hygiene, even when pests and pathogens are
not obviously present in an apiary.

Routine cleaning of hives and hive components

During inspections, we recommend that beekeepers keep a bucket of cleaning
solution for routine cleaning of tools. NBU inspectors add 150 ml of 4.5 % sodium
hypochlorite (bleach) to a soda solution of 1 kg soda crystals (also known as
washing soda or sodium carbonate) and 4.5 litres of water. Soda solution is
alkaline, and bleach is stable and safe to use in this context and will remain
effective for up to a week. The addition of bleach, which results in a final
concentration of 0.125% sodium hypochlorite, is sufficient to kill the bacteria
that cause European foulbrood and prevent transfer of any potential infection,
provided hive tools are soaked for a minimum of 20 minutes. It will help to have
multiple hive tools so you can rotate between them.

Hive boxes and hive parts




Brood boxes and supers should be cleaned regularly. Propolis and wax can be
scraped off the surfaces with a hive tool. Stubborn deposits of propolis can be
removed more easily with a solution of 1 kg of soda crystals in 4.5 litres of water.
These organic materials need to be removed before scorching or disinfecting the
boxes, as they will hinder the cleaning process.

Washing with soda crystals will clean the hives but is not sufficient to disinfect
them, unless the boxes are simmered in the soda solution at 80°C. This is not
practical for many beekeepers, so the following methods of disinfecting can be
used if disease has been present: wooden boxes can be disinfected by scorching
the interior with a blowtorch until the wood is a uniform dark brown colour,
while polystyrene boxes and plastic hive parts can be disinfected by submerging
them in a 0.5% sodium hypochlorite (bleach) solution for twenty to thirty
minutes.

Please wear protective clothing, gloves and eye protection when handling bleach
or soda crystals and ensure it does not come into contact with skin. Please only
use bleach in a well-ventilated area, as use of bleach in an enclosed environment
can cause lung irritation.

Please refer to the NBU fact sheet ‘Disinfecting a hive after disease’ for more
detailed information on disinfecting hives and hive components.

Hive tools and smokers

Wash hive tools between colony inspections in a washing soda solution made
with 1 kg of soda crystals dissolved in 4.5 litres of hot water; 150 ml of 4.5 %
sodium hypochlorite (bleach) can also be added. At this concentration, the soda
dissolves propolis and the bleach will kill pathogens. Use a stainless-steel pan
scourer to help dislodge propolis.

Removal of organic matter, such as wax and propolis is important, as this detritus
can harbour pathogens.

Smokers may appear to be difficult to clean, however, the barrel is not a problem
as it reaches temperatures hot enough to kill pathogens. The bellows can be
scrubbed using a washing soda solution between apiary visits.

A regular and thorough clean of equipment is an easy and cheap way of reducing
the risk of disease transmission.”

Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.




A visit to Bristol, Bee and Pollination festival including Bristol Honey Show
Janet Piper

Having seen the pollination festival advertised for several years and failed to
visit, this year | was determined. The date at the end of August was put into the
diary, but as it approached, the beautiful weather we have had all Summer
changed and a poor weekend forecast was given. Not to be daunted,
waterproofs and shoes were dug out and off we went early on Saturday to
Bristol to avoid as much holiday traffic as possible and also the worst of the
weather forecast for the Sunday.

Getting to the Botanical Gardens couldn’t have been easier. Straight off the
motorway and round the back avoiding the Portway, we dropped down into the
front of the Botanical Gardens, finding a parking place without a problem. The

gates were open and in we went.

What a surprise! Despite the exceptionally dry weather the gardens were lovely,
very informative, with lots of labels to identify what pollinated the different

plants and what the plants were. Plenty of beautiful plants were also on sale.

Honey judging was still going on when we ventured into the marquee after a
coffee, which also held the other trade stands and information stands. A good
balance of information was available about pollinators and habitats, with sales
of honey and wax by the members, produce and seeds. The observation hive
was attracting lots of attention but eventually had to be covered as it was getting

chilled sited by the entrance.

The Honey Show section of the tent was cordoned off while judging was taking
place, which seemed to take an age, not actually finishing until after 3pm.
Despite this, | had a good chat with several of the members who were
stewarding the area to prevent access, and we could see the entries. Fortunately
there were also several speakers scheduled throughout both days both on
beekeeping and pollinators and related subjects. Lynne Ingram was giving a talk

on the Sunday on honey fraud and a second on Asian hornets.
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Certificates were just starting to appear on the competition section after 4pm,
but with the weather closing in and the show finishing at 5pm we made a dash
for home by 4.30.

On a recent trip to Norway, | spotted these hives on Mount Floyen, perched 312
metres above Bergen. The entrance to the hive overlooked a vertiginous drop to
rocks below so the beekeeper must surely have had a head for heights! | bought
some of the honey in the local shop (£13 for 450g). The forage in this area is wild
raspberry, heather, linden and maple trees; sadly my jar of honey was
confiscated at the airport, falling foul of the 100ml liquid limit rules, so | never
got the chance to taste it!

Lyndsay Stone




Bees in the News
Northumberland firm’s heath honey production halted by beetle
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cnv76z85g000?app-referrer=deep-link

Post-it notes and tiny trackers: behind the race to stop Asian hornets thriving in
the UK
https://share.google/FgmcOeDsc1xFhOptO

Scientists make superfood that could save honey bees

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c776kynn7710

Dates for your diary
Saturday October 18t

Quiz Night at the Bear Inn, Wiveliscombe — details to follow shortly.

All welcome to the following events which will take place at the apiary

Saturday October 11*" 2-4 pm
Making up Flat pack Hives with Mark Beattie

Do you know how to make up the flat pack hive you have been given? Have you
got the bee spaces correct? Or will it end up as firewood because the instructions
didn’t make sense? If the answers are ‘No’, ‘No’ and ‘Probably’ then come and
watch Mark Beattie demonstrate how to do it properly.

Saturday November 1st 12 noon until around 4pm.
Clean and Stow

Cleaning used hive parts and putting it all away ready for the new season. A
sociable and enjoyable afternoon doing something for the club and a great way

for all beginners to learn how to keep their own equipment in good order.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cnv76z85g00o?app-referrer=deep-link
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Saturday November 15" 2-4 pm
Annual General Meeting

This a great opportunity for you to support your elected committee members
and also let us have your feedback. A speaker (to be confirmed) followed by
tea.

Saturday November 29" 2-4 pm
Oxalic Acid Treatment with Simon Jones

Simon will be discussing how to do a midwinter treatment followed by treating
the apiary colonies. All welcome and particularly useful for new beekeepers

A full list of events and activities being organised for Taunton members can be

found on Taunton Beekeepers’ webpage here:

https://www.somersetbeekeepers.org.uk/taunton.html

and finally.....

October 23"-25™ The 2025 National Honey Show takes place at Sandown Park
Racecourse, Esher, Surrey, KT10 9A)J

For more information about the National Honey Show please visit the

website www.honeyshow.co.uk

Taunton Division’s Library

This can be found at the apiary. There are a wide variety of books to borrow on
a 2 week loan; some are marked as For Reference Only. Please sign out books
and return them promptly so that others can enjoy them too.



https://www.somersetbeekeepers.org.uk/taunton.html
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Extractor hire
If you need to hire the apiary’s extractor then please contact Mike Dillon
07585537030 to arrange.

Repairs to bee veils and suits.
Contact Jenny Gammon on 01823 270465 or 07788407497

We hope you enjoyed reading our newsletter!

Deadline for December edition of Buzz: December
5th 2025




