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Christmas bees

If we have a cold spell of 3 or 4 days with some sunshine, it will be an ideal
opportunity to treat your  bees with an approved oxalic acid treatment, to
reduce the amount of varroa in your hives.

It’s amazing how cheesy AI can be, I asked for a picture of bees and a Christmas
trees, and this is what I got.
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One  French village’s  drive against
Asian hornets
In Brec’h, a quiet town in southern
Brittany, a local network decided to
have a concerted battle against Yellow
legged Asian hornets, and they target-
ed over-wintering queens. Stopping
queens early means preventing the
foundation of new nests.

Asian hornets, reached France about two decades ago. They thrive in varied
landscapes and learn fast around human activity. One hornet can pick off
dozens of honeybees in a day near a hive. That pressure can spell the end of a
colony and blunts pollination during peak blossom. - And honey harvests too.

Brec’h didn’t wait for summer nests, but co-ordinated a selective trapping
drive from 20 March to 20 May. The bait was simple: beer, grenadine syrup and
a splash of white wine. Volunteers placed lures in gardens, hedges and public
spaces. Queens seek sugar on cool spring days, and bees, are deterred by
alcohol, and ignore the traps.

One hundred and twenty-five trained residents joined the effort. The local
beekeepers’ group, ABSAP, ran training and logistics courses. They mapped
placements, refreshed baits and logged results. Warm weather in mid-April
surged captures. Data stayed central: dates, locations, volumes and by-catch
checks.

In the 4 weeks of the project they caught 7,772 queen Asian  hornets.

How far does 7,772 go in ecological terms? Not every queen would found a
successful colony. Weather, predation and competition cut survival. Even then,
thousands removed in one district translates into fewer nests across the area.
Local apiaries notice calmer flight lines. More pollinators are on the wing and
gardeners report fewer hornets near hives.

There’s a community effect too. People learn to recognise  hornets at hive
entrances, and report nest sightings early, when removal is manageable. Coun-
cils save on emergency action in late summer. Other towns in the Auray,
Quiberon, Terre Atlantique area are now copying Brec’h’s protocol.
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Apiinvert.  Syrup ready to feed  bees.  Unlike sugar solution it requires no mixing, more readily
accepted and less work required for the bees to invert    (not wasting energy), more close to a
natural food.
13kg  1 - 4 buckets  £28 each,  5 + buckets £27 each
Apifonda.  If you are venturing on a Queen rearing project this fondant is what you need.  Very
similar to  Apiinvert, it is a paste not a liquid.  If a colony becomes light through the course of the
winter a dollop of fondant could well be the difference between life and death of the bees.
1 x 2.5 Kg bag £5.00,  1 box 12.5 Kg £25,  2 + boxes £24 each
The Apiinvert can be fed as a 'gee up' in the spring, emergency feeding during the 'June gap' and of
course at the end of the season when preparing for winter.
National Foundation  Available at excellent prices.
Deep wired,  Shallow wired,  Shallow unwired  and cut comb.

email  redrascal444@gmail.comndation.  National  brood and super, 14 x 12 brood available
Eddie Howe   email:-  redrascal444@gmail.com     Mobile  07812 738793
                                                                                                  Tel.        01458  272114

BEEKEEPING -  a practical guide for considerate
Beekeepers, Clare Densley & Martin Hann

I’ve read 2 beekeeping books cover to cover in my
beekeeping journey - Ted Hooper’s Bees & Honey
and this new book by Martin and Clare from Buckfast
Abbey Bees. I found Ted Hooper’s book a real strug-
gle, and not well indexed, whereas this new guide is
a breath of fresh air.

It’s not a complete guide to beekeeping - from the beginning of your journey,
but more a step by step guide to key procedures, with informative  chapters
like ‘Making sense of queen cells’ & ‘Simple queen rearing’. Then in chapter 7
you will find a host of ‘How to’ guides.

I think this is an ideal book for  beekeepers in their second and third years,
especially those who are struggling to manage swarming and splitting, and
those who want to go that little bit further and raise their own queens.

As Christmas is close at hand, you could always drop  a few hints. Full rrp is
£18.99, but it’s available from Amazon Prime for £15.25 and no p&p.

I thoroughly recommend this book and if you only manage to raise one new
queen,  you will have got your money back.
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WASP WARNING - the dangers of nadiring

It might be a little late in the day, but  please be aware that wasp colonies, which
have historically died out in October, are managing to hang on  in there for much
longer now that we are having milder Autumns. You may have noticed wasps
circling your hives recently. This spelt disaster for me last winter when I lost 2 hives
to them in January, and it seems that they have caused the loss of a colony in
November, for one of our members.

There is a tradition of removing the queen excluder and placing a full super
beneath the brood box over winter (nadiring),  so that the cluster can move ‘north’
and stay warmer, but have stores directly beneath them.

Given that wasp colonies are surviving well into winter, there is a grave danger that
if the bees are at the top of the boxes, in a cluster, they will be less aware of
intruders. A wasp can just walk into the hive
and help itself. Once it has done that, I will
spread the news and all its surviving sisters
will soon be turning up.

Once the wasps have got in, they will pick
up the scent of the hive, and on their next
visit there is even less likelihood of them
being challenged, and it’s all downhill from
there. If sufficient numbers  gain entrance,
they may well h ave a strong enough force
to fight off any resistance from the bees,
and end up wiping the hive out.

I would think long ad hard before nadiring
again, and have this year, removed the
queen excluders and simply left a super of
stores - ABOVE the brood  box.

The jury is out.

Looking for an apiary in Glastonbury

Richard Longworth is seeking a new apiary in or  near Glastonbury. If you know
of somewhere suitable for bees , contact him at rlongworth0407@gmail.com
or on 07525 774250
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Somerton Member’s Award

This is a new award which will recognise Somerton Branch members who have
made an outstanding contribution to the Branch. The Chairman received
excellent nominations that were considered by the current and past President.

At this year’s AGM, it was a pleasure to present this award to a member who,
for many years, has given freely of her time, energy and knowledge, to support
the branch and many of its members and in many ways.

Our congratulations and thanks go to our first winner, Alison Dykes.

You will all know Alison from the Beginners Classes;
demonstrating and supporting newcomers at train-
ing sessions in the apiary; for catering at the Taster
Days, the Honey Show, delicious desserts at the
Hog Roast and cakes at the coffee morning.  Alison
led the Honey Show team for many years  and is
also  membership secretary. ….And this is just a
snapshot of Alison’s contribution.

Members will have heard of the South West Honey
Farms Award.  This is a county wide award and
largely focuses on contributions at County level.
Somerton Committee therefore agreed that we

had many unsung heroes over time who have worked hard to bring our Branch
to where it is today.  It was therefore fitting to have our own award recognising
the contribution of our Somerton members.

The award will take the form of an honours board that will be placed in the
‘Beespace’ once the professional lettering has been added – just like a Wimble-
don winner!

Many congratulations Alison on being the award’s first recipient and for your
outstanding support of very many years.

Jackie Mosedale

The full nomination is on the following page
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Somerton Beekeepers Members Award 2025
Nomination for Alison Dykes

The West Country Honey Farms award recognises work done at a County level.
Somerton Beekeepers decided to recognise the contributions made by its mem-
bers locally. We have one member who has done a tremendous amount for this
branch over the last decade, but although nominated for the West Country award,
it was determined that her efforts were primarily at a branch level. As soon as the
Somerton Beekeepers members award was announced it was very obvious to
several people that there is one person who truly deserves recognition.
There was always a third member of the Beginners course team, beavering away
in the background, arranging the venue, arriving first to unlock, and leaving last.
When it comes to the practical sessions, she is there too, and always on hand to
demonstrate at the hives in her uniquely gentle way. Over the years she has
mentored a good few new beekeepers, often providing them with their first
colony – at no cost.
Taster Days need her too. As is often the case, she provides the super lunches,
which are usually the first thing that participants comment on. The same is true
with our apiary days, coffee mornings and other gatherings. Alison does the food.
When Alison joined the Honey Show team about ten years ago, it seemed a given
that she would take care of the catering, and she most certainly did that. Although
surrounded by a team, Alison’s is the major input, having done the bulk of the
food prep. and cooking in advance, then providing lunch for all the judges and
stewards, and if that wasn’t enough, ongoing refreshments throughout the day.
She has even involved her daughter on occasions.
A few years ago, we needed a membership secretary, somebody to ensure that
those on the Beginners’ Couse are added to the list, chivvying existing members
to renew their memberships (not an easy task), and the daunting prospect of
auditing the clunky online, and supposedly smart, electronic returns system.  The
system also covers the finances and what part of the membership fees goes to
Somerset BKA and the British Beekeepers’ Association. Then there is the ‘Gift Aid’
element. So, who would be prepared to take something like that on? Why Alison,
of course.
Never one to hog the limelight, Alison just gets on with it all quietly and without
any fuss. There is absolutely no question that hers is a major, and ongoing
contribution to the smooth running of Somerton Beekeepers, and this award is
truly deserved by one of our most treasured members. I therefore have no
hesitation whatsoever in nominating Alison Dykes for the inaugural Somerton
Beekeepers Members Award.

Nominated by Stewart Gould
Seconded by Eric McLaughlin
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Letter from the Chair

I think you have heard enough from me in the last month, both at the AGM and
through my Chair’s report for the year. However you won’t escape that easily
as I would like to say thank you to all the members who attended the AGM to
vote in the new committee for the New Year. We are fortunate that all the
positions on the committee have been filled and we have a new honey show
sub-committee too.

For any members who were unable to attend, we would love to hear from you
about any new services, workshops or club activities that you can either
organise for others or would like the committee to organise. We are aware
that some members are more than happy with what they gain from being a
Branch member but we become richer as a club through membership contri-
butions. Do contact me with ideas and suggestions at
chair.somertonbees@gmail.com.

The AGM highlight , for me, was the Beekeepers question time. It was so
interesting and entertaining to hear the responses to questions such as when
to feed bees syrup and when to use fondant, what is the best thing/worst thing
that has ever happened to you as a beekeeper and what is the maximum
number of supers on a hive. It confirmed again the strength and experience we
could utilise more, at membership events! Our thanks to our panel of Jackie
Mosedale, Catherine Fraser, Joe King and David Rose.

Finally I would like to thank Jackie Mosedale and Hazel Mosely who have
stepped back from the committee. We will miss you at committee meetings
next year.

Apiary Weekly meetings on Tuesday mornings will continue, for now between
10 and 12 as we still have a lot to do to prepare the Bee Space for next year.
However, the committee will take a break from monthly meetings and will pick
up the reins again in the New Year.

Wishing you a wonderful festive period

Gillian Islip (Chair)
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Somerton Branch AGM -20th November 2025
The AGM was held at Edgar Hall and was well attended. The meeting followed
the agenda that was sent out. Some rules/procedures have to be slightly
altered from previously, to reflect the fact that as part of the Somerset Bee-
keepers Association we are bound by the change to a CIO constitution. As part
of the BBKA we have aligned our membership year start to 1st October. This
means that the committee are required to set ‘reasonable’ subscriptions for
the forthcoming year before the new start date.
All posts on the main committee were filled and a new Honey sub-committee
has been voted in too. Details below.
Main Committee 2025-2026
President                Joe King
Chair                              Gillian Islip
Vice chair                David Furse-Roberts
Secretary                Marion Nichol
Treasurer                Sarah Griffiths
Membership secretary Alison Dykes
Social secretary               Alison Clewes
Apiary manager               Julian Marter
Newsletter editor Stewart Gould
County trustee/Asian Hornet co-ordinator Suzy Perkins
Chair, Honey show                Matt Goodwin
Members representatives Eric McLaughlin, David Rose,

Other nominations

Honey Show sub-committee
Lily Ryland, Ross Hendry, Kirsty Hendry, David Rose
Eric’s emporium manager
Richard Lockyer
The meeting took a break after the business of the AGM to feast on the first
mince pies of the season (for most) that were kindly provided by Joe King. The
delicious apple drink was provided and made by Jackie Mosedale. Our raffle
queen, Marion Nichol created a lively atmosphere as winners were announced
and the meeting finished with a  30 minute Beekeepers’ Question time. A great
ending to the meeting.
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Yellow Legged Hornet update for the week
ending 21/11/2025 from Defra via the NBU

As of 21st November, the Animal and Plant
Health Agency’s National Bee Unit (NBU) in-
formed us that they have received further cred-
ible reports of YLH’s. This means that currently
there has been a total of 544 sightings in 2025.

Since the last update, two more nests have
been discovered in Ewhurst, East Sussex and
Swyre, Dorset. These nests have been de-
stroyed and will be removed.  The total is now
161 up from 159.

The nest at Swyre in Dorset is close to the coast between
Weymouth and Bridport, not far from Abbotsbury and Chesil
Beach and is only approximately 18 miles from Yeovil and
just 24 miles from our apiary.

The NBU continue to respond to credible sightings that are reported so
please keep a watchful eye.  Take a photo and use the Asian Hornet app
which you can down load  here to report any sightings.

.https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.ac.ceh.hornets&hl=en_GB

With the Yellow legged Hornet potentially already with us you might
like to keep the 24th January free to attend the SWBKF Yellow Legged
Hornet Conference at the Canalside Bridgwater.  Tickets and further
details will be sent out shortly.

Also If you would like to become more involved and join the Somerton
Asian Hornet team to help with this potential threat next year, please
get in touch with me at apicrepe.tengore@gmail.com

Given the time of the season that the Swyre nest was discov-
ered, virgin queens have probably  dispersed and could easily
found new nests within a 35 mile radius, next Spring. - Editor

Nest at Swyre, Dorset

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.ac.ceh.hornets&hl=en_GB
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Christmas gifts you probably don’t need

Finding Christmas presents for beekeepers is easy. Joe King is content with a
box of Marigold gloves, but here are some ideas - some  are slightly more than
whimsical, others are more sensible.

Bee drinking cups from Amazon -
just £8.99 for a pack of 5

Magnetic hive tool holder
From https://www.etsy.com/uk

£17.99
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A notebook - for just £6.99
from Amazon.

Coffee mug from monsterry.com/uk
Just £12.48 + £4.68 p&p. A larger size is
available for only £15.48 + p&p

I love this one. It isn’t a Flow Hive. It’s a cheap reproduction, but you can have it for just
£290.95. The best bit is the expected delivery date  - DECEMBER 2026

https://www.hagensbees.co.uk

Propolis & lemon toothpaste £4.95 from
National Bee Supplies - but WHY?

This really is listed online as a gift for beekeepers.
17 key Kalimba thumb piano - £25.49 from

https://uk.ozerty.com/products
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Fondant Recipe

I make absolutely no apology for repeating this. With the average price of
bought fondant at about £25.00 for 12.5kgs, this is an inexpensive alternative
It is, basically, a recipe for fudge, but without butter or flavouring. The addi-
tion of a little citric acid or lemon juice will invert the sugar, turning it into
fructose and glucose. This will slow down the speed at which it spoils and
dissuade it from going completely solid. This recipe will take 1gm of citric acid,
which is the amount contained in 20g of lemon juice.

You will need 1 large saucepan 1 hand or electric mixer (or a large spoon), a
Cooking thermometer & moulds (semi transparent take-away food contain-
ers are ideal)

1. 1 kg granulated sugar, 300ml water, 20g of lemon juice. Pour
sugar, water and lemon juice into saucepan and bring to the
boil, stirring occasionally.

2. Remove lid and check temperature with cooking thermometer,
continue on a rolling boil with lid off until temperature reaches
234⁰F (112⁰C).

3.  Remove from heat and cool to around 160⁰F (71⁰C).
4. Whip with mixer (preferably electric) until mixture begins to

become opaque and creamy in colour.
5.    Mix until it becomes difficult to do so.
6. Pour into containers and replace lid, otherwise it will attract

moisture.
7. Allow to cool undisturbed. If you can remember sugar mice, that

is what it should look like, but a little softer to the touch.
8. To feed bees, remove lid & place inverted tubs  over  the feed

hole in crown board, immediately above brood chamber. Place
an eke on crown board and replace roof. An eke is a frame about
50mm high and the same outline as the hive. It simply ekes out
a little room to put things in.

It is the stirring while cooling that ensures it doesn’t set like a rock. Just like
soft set honey, stirring stops the crystals from bonding to each other.

Note: If you intend to store your fondant, keep it in tightly sealed containers
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in a cool and dry place. Don’t feed too much to the bees at one time, as it will
attract moisture, become gooey and run through the feed hole.
If you are buying fondant, make sure that it contains no additives which could
be harmful to bees.

Visit to Buckfast Abbey Bees - 16th May 2026

For about ten years now I have organised a visit to Buckfast Abbey, to meet
their bees and soak up some simple words of wisdom. The date for next yea is
set, but it’s  going to be ‘all change’ at Buckfast. Martin and Clare are retiring
and there will be a new regime after they have gone. Mabe this will be the last
chance to visit.

The intention is to turn beekeeping at the Abbey into a commercial enterprise,
with a quantum increase in the number of colonies they will be keeping, and
the emphasis will move away from education. A successor is already in place,
and being trained so that when Martin and Clare are no longer there, she can
take over completely.
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Frame type each Per 10 Per 11
Hoffman deep frames complete £1.98 £19.80 £21.78
DN2 top bars £1.06 £10.60 £11.66
DN4 Hoffman side bars £0.46 £4.60 £5.06
Bottom bars per pair £0.46 £4.60 £5.06

Shallow frames complete £1.84 £18.40 £20.24
DN2 top bars £1.06 £10.60 £11.66
SN2 Shallow (super) side bars £0.32 £3.20 £3.52
Bottom bars per pair £0.46 £4.60 £5.06

Foundation
Deep wired foundation £1.42 £14.20 £15.62
Shallow wired foundation £0.87 £8.70 £9.57

Deep frame c/w foundation £3.40 £34.00 £37.40
Shallow frame c/w foundation £2.71 £27.10 £29.81

Please pay by BACS transfer to Somerton Beekeepers Lloyds Bank a/c no.
30407168. Sort code 30 90 90, using either the SumUp reference code or MAN
xx where xx is the number on the paper invoice from the book in the BeeSpace.
Price list valid from April 2025

Eric’s Emporium

Revised frame & foundation prices

If you have any queries regarding availability of stock, or when goods can be
collected from the apiary, contact Richard Lockyer at this dedicated email
address emporium.somertonbees@gmail.com
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News from the apiary - November
We have opted to keep our Tuesday morning working parties going on a
weekly basis for the moment rather than go to a winter working pattern of
every other week. We have done this not only because we enjoy ourselves, but
we are finding plenty to do. We are particularly good at drinking coffee, eating
kitkats and chatting about bees. Always feel that you are very welcome to
come along particularly if you need some bee advice or to make a purchase
from Eric’s emporium.

The hives were prepared for the cold weather well in advance. We have
checked that they each have approximately forty pounds of stores, the hives
are sound, mouse-guards have been fitted, and anti woodpecker wire fitted. A
supply of fondant has been purchased for when it is needed. There is often a
fifteen to eighteen percent winter loss of bee colonies in the southwest of
England each year, but our bees should stand a very good chance of survival.

Our ‘dirty shed’ has been thoroughly cleaned and all the cleaned and sterilised
kit moved to the ‘clean shed’. Other outside jobs such as fitting up our bird box
have been completed and we are now also busy inside the Beespace. Our
Divisional library has been relocated to the Beespace. The book cases have
been fitted and the books are nearly all installed. Soon members will be able
to make use of this important archive - free of charge again. We have books on
a wide range of subjects, some that are historic, and also the most up to date
titles on subjects that will challenge us in the near future such as how to
manage the arrival of Asian hornet. New titles are purchased regularly.

More work needs to be done such as pruning our thriving trees in the apiary
and completing the work in the Beespace to make best use of our new exten-
sion.

Do come along and join in. You will be made very welcome.

Joe King
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France’s birds  show signs of recovery after bee-harming pesticide ban

From The Guardian newspaper Phoebe Weston Mon 17 Nov 2025

Insect-eating bird populations in France appear to be making a tentative
recovery after a ban on bee-harming pesticides, according to the first study to
examine how wildlife is returning in Europe.
Neonicotinoids are the world’s most common class of insecticides, widely used
in agriculture and for flea control in pets. By 2022, four years after the Europe-
an Union banned neonicotinoid use in fields, researchers observed that
France’s population of insect-eating birds had increased by 2%-3%. These
included blackbirds, blackcaps and chaffinches, which feed on insects as adults
and as chicks.

The results could be mirrored across the EU, where the neonicotinoid ban
came into effect in late 2018, but research has not yet been done elsewhere.
The lead researcher, Thomas Perrot from the Fondation pour la recherche sur
la biodiversité in Paris, said: “Even a few percentage [points’] increase is
meaningful – it shows the ban made a difference. Our results clearly point to
neonicotinoid bans as an effective conservation measure for insectivorous
birds.”

Like the EU, the UK banned neonicotinoids for outdoor general use in 2018,
although they can be used in exceptional circumstances. They are still widely
used in the US, which has lost almost 3 billion insectivorous birds  since the
1970s.

Illegal or misleading?
This jar of honey was advertised for sale online. It is, in
all probability, a very good honey, BUT it is in a classic
squat 1 lb honey jar, designed to hold 1 lb of honey. I
have obscured the supplier’s name and location. So
what on earth is the problem?

Well! It is widely understood that labels must not be
misleading. 1 lb or 16oz. Translates as 453.592g, but
generally accepted as being 454g. Selling a jar of honey

containing 445g could be seen as slightly deceptive. Most customers would be
expecting a 16oz jar of honey, but what they are actually getting is 15.69 oz. A
shortfall of .31oz or 9g. It may not seem much, but what it means is that the
supplier makes an increased profit of   1 jar of honey for every 50 sold.
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            President
            Joe King

Jk.pilton@btinternet.com
             01749 890357

            Chair
             Gillian Islip

chair.somertonbees@gmail.com
              07796 511121

             Vice Chair
     David Furse-Roberts

pruefurseroberts@gmail.com

Secretary
Marion Nicol

secretary.somertonbees@gmail.com

Treasurer
Sarah Griffiths

treasurer.somertonbees@gmail.com

Membership Secretary
Alison Dykes

alison.dykes@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Stewart Gould

somertonbees@btinternet.com

Honey Show Sub Committee
Matt Goodwin, Lily Ryland, Ross Hendry,

Kerri Hendry

County Trustee
Suzy Perkins

apicrepe.tengore@gmail.com

Apiary Manager
Julian Marter

Juliandjulian@hotmail.co.uk

Extraction Equipment Loan
John Speirs

01458 241831

Social Secretary
Alison Clewes

pansypots@icloud.com

Members’ Represntatives
Eric McLaughlin, David Rose

Dates for your diary

South Western Beekeeping Forum
Yellow Legged Hornet Conference

Sat. 24th January
The Canalside,  Marsh Lane, Bridgwater

TA6 6LQ

Winter Talk - Bumble Bee Conservation
Trust

29th January 2026 7.30pm
Edgar Hall

Somerset BKA Annual Lecture Day
Sat. February 7th

The Canalside,  Marsh Lane, Bridgwater
TA6 6LQ

Spring Fire Up! Coffee Morning
Sat.14th February

10am -12 noon
The Apiary

Winter Talk - Ged Marshall
26th February 7.30pm

The Year in a life of a commercial Bee-
keeper

Edgar Hall

Visit to Buckfast Abbey Bees
Saturday 16th May 2026

mailto:Chair.somertonbees@gmail.com

