The Newsletter

Bumper Christmas edition
With the AGM behind us and, what has to be a better year for honey ahead, we
bring you our Christmas edition. This has to see you through until February, as
there is no newsletter in January.
What a year it’s been with EFB all over Somerset, Asian hornets in North Devon
and Australian hive inventors in Somerton.
We do have a finished and functioning apiary though.
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Fondant recipe
It used to be that winter feeding of fondant was considered to be a sign of bad
beekeeping, but most people do it these days. With warmer winters, the bees
go out more often, looking for food which simply is not there. An inverted semi
transparent take away container of fondant on your crown board also acts as a
pretty good indicator of the amount of stores the bees have. You can buy
fondant, but it is comparatively expensive and many people prefer not to have
‘all the bother’ of making their on.
You will need a large saucepan, a long handled spoon for stirring, electric food
mixer (optional, but labour saving), transparent takeaway tubs, weighing
scales, sugar, water and a sugar thermometer.
A takeaway tub will house 1 lb (454g) fondant with ease, and when placed
(inverted) over the feeding hole in the crown board, it is easy to see if the bees
have devoured the fondant, with little or no disturbance.
For every 1 kg of sugar, you will need 300ml of water. That equates roughly to
2 lbs sugar and a half pint of water.
Boil the water and pour it into the saucepan. Set the hob to ‘high’ and add the
sugar. Stir gently while the sugar is melting. Once the mixture boils, turn down
the heat so that it maintains a gentle rolling boil (as above).

Maintain the rolling boil, stirring occasionally, until the mixture reaches
234°F. That magic temperature means that the moisture has been
reduced sufficiently for the solution to form a soft set. Remove from the
heat and let stand, undisturbed, until the temperature drops to 110°F.
That could take an hour. I find that it works equally as well if you start
stirring at 150ᵒF and you have more time before it sets. The temperature
regulates the crystal size. Now stir the mixture vigorously until it starts
to turn milky in colour, and thickens slightly. Then pour it into your
take-away containers, seal and leave to cool.
If it all goes wrong, it can be rescued. If it sets too hard, simply boil a small
amount of water, add the fondant and repeat the process. If it sets too soft,
then repeat the process without adding water.
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Talk to the National Honey Show
Pat Lehain, one of our long serving members, had his share of the limelight
recently when he presented a talk to the National Honey Show. Pat has been
active on the Beekeeping Forum for some time and as a result was asked by
Roger Patterson if he would like to address the National Honey Show on
swarming, a subject that we all get wrong from time to time.
Pat, who helped with our own beginners courses a few years ago, is used to
talking to groups of people, but was rather overwhelmed by the amount of
people in his audience at the ‘National’. Apparently he commanded an audience of around 200.
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Membership Renewal
Membership runs from January 1st to December 31st each year. If you now
have bees, it would be prudent to take out full membership which gives Bee
Disease Insurance on 2 hives. You can buy extra BDI for a small premium. It
also includes £10,000,000 public liability insurance, and product liability for the
same amount. It would have to be an extremely serious issue exceed that
requirement.
We have, for several years now, bought items in bulk, where possible. This has
been extended to include jars at very competitive prices, MAQS and Api-bioxal
(oxalic acid) treatments, polystyrene nucleus hives and BBwear clothing.
There are more exciting bulk deals coming up, so being a member really makes
financial sense. You could actually recoup the cost of your membership in the
savings that we have negotiated on your behalf.
We have a fairly relaxed approach to membership deadlines, but because of
requirements from other bodies, we have to draw a line somewhere. If your
membership lapses, and you renew after the deadline, your insurance cover
will have ceased (not our doing) and it will take 6 weeks for it to be reinstated.

How come you’re
all wearing bee suits
and I’m not?

We don’t like you
very much

4

Roy White’s Annual Christmas Quiz 2017
Answers on page - 11
1 What is the colour of the pollen load from White Clover Trifolium repens?
2 How many segments are there to the honey bee thorax?
3 Who is the Chairman of Somerset Beekeepers?
4 What is Prof James Dyce famous for?
5 Honeycomb foundation has 6 sides. What way is up?
6 What is the Specific Gravity of honey?
7 What is a good indication, in the hive, that the bees have been working dandelions?
8 What is the common name of Tillia x vulgaris?
9 What would be considered the normal foraging range of the honey bee?
10 Honey Bee or Honeybee, and why?
11 Which is best for hive material: English western red cedar or Canadian
western red cedar?
12 Bees need carbohydrates, proteins, water and essential elements. Which
of these, in the natural state, can only be provided by flowers?
13 What do anthers produce?
14 What does DARG stand for?
15 Is the Asian Hornet larger or smaller than it's European counterpart?
16 Where is the NBU situated?
17 In the height of the season there are no eggs in the hive. Is the colony
queen-less?
18 How long for the adult drone to hatch, from the egg being laid?
19 What are the contra-indication temperatures stipulated for MAQS ?
20 This passage is meant to describe the honey bee colony. Where does it
come from?
They have a king (sic) and officers of sorts;
Where some, like magistrates, correct at home,
Others, like merchants, venture trade abroad,
Others, like soldiers, armed in their stings,
Make boot upon the summer's velvet buds,
Which pillage they with merry march bring home
To the tent-royal of their emperor;
Who, busied in his majesty, surveys
The singing masons building roofs of gold...
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Somerton BKA AGM
A subject dear to all your hearts, but we have to have one.
Our President Jackie Mosedale opened the meeting and welcomed the 32
members who attended. She went on to say that minor difficulties had been
overcome to make this a very good year for Somerton .
Catherine Fraser gave a report on the year, as enjoyed by our bees and
suggested that they might need re-queening in the Spring. She thanked the
apiary inspection teams and urged more people to get involved in the new
season. This was followed by Stewart Gould giving a report on the development of the new apiary from scratch, including th planning application, erection of our building, and the creation of the wild flower meadow - with pond.
Treasurer Steve Horne reported that finances are healthy, even after the cost
of building. The funds were boosted by the gift from our benefactor being ‘Gift
Aided’, which produced £2500, the sale of equipment donated by Jackie and
John Mosedale,Beginners’ Courses and the talk by Stuart Anderson of Flow
Hives, which alone netted £641. The sale of MAQS and jars bought in bulk had
also brought in some revenue. Asked by Brian Parsons, if there was any more
expenditure required at the apiary, Steve pointed out that all major spending
was complete, and maintenance and repair should be the only costs from the
apiary. The question of installing electricity and mains water had been answered by the estimates form the two Utility Companies. The total for both
would be around £13000, plus the cost of extensive trench work. The generator which was purchased, and water brought in, have sufficed.
Steve reported that the county (Somerset BKA) have mentioned that there is a
pool of money from the members’ donation section of the membership fee,
which has been reserved for bee research, but with no specific body mentioned. David Rose suggested that given the large amount of EFB in Somerset,
perhaps it should be directed to research into that disease.
As a result of the sad death of Marie Allen, Richard Acreman agreed to examine
the books and verify the accounts. Joe King proposed that the accounts be
adopted; Keith Sturgess seconded the proposition; unanimous vote in favour.
The Treasurer recommended that fees remain the same for 2018. Proposed by
Sarah North; seconded by Suzy Perkins; unanimous vote in favour.
6

Chairman’s Report
On taking office, the Chairman had aimed to increase member participation,
and approximately 35% of members have helped at the apiary and in other
ways during the year.
He felt that we had achieved the objective of educating the public by the many
events at which we had been present. For 2018 there is an increase in the
number of people expressing an interest in attending the beginner’s course.
We had arranged a visit to Buckfast Abbey apiary; had candidates successful in
Food Hygiene and First Aid courses. The Honey Show had been a great success
and received accolades from the judges. Particular thanks went to David Rose
and Alison Dykes who are the prime organisers of the Show.
The Chairman’s hope, looking to the future is to have the apiary completed in
in all respects and to encourage young members into beekeeping. He thanked
Suzy Perkins as she completed her office as delegate to Somerset BKA. He also
thanked Richard Kinsman who was leaving the committee and whose clear,
analytical thinking had been helpful and appreciated. He further mentioned
that although he had mentioned it before, he reiterated a vote of thanks to
Stewart Gould for his large contribution in the development of the apiary.
Election of Officers
Jackie Mosedale was returned as President and Secretary by unanimous a vote
on both issues.
Fred Clarke was returned as Chairman, also by a unanimous vote.
Andy Bonney is, sadly, having to step down from the post of Vice Chairman,
due to the pressures of work. Long serving member Eric McLaughlin was
nominated and voted in unanimously, as the new Vice Chairman.
Steve Horne remains as treasurer, and as mentioned earlier, Jackie Mosedale
remains as Secretary. Sarah Kent was voted in as Librarian, David Rose, Alison
Dykes and Fred Clarke stay as the Honey Show Lead Team. Stewart Gould was
re-elected as Newsletter Editor.
The big changes came with the issue of County Delegates. We are a large
association with 4 votes on the council, which means we could have 4 dele7

gates. We are also able to have one delegate and several deputies, so that the
load can be spread a little. To this end, Andy Bonney was elected as County
Delegate, with Stewart Gould, Sarah North, Sally Lye and Keith Sturgess being
elected as deputies.
Somerton Division Committee
The committee members for 2018 are:
Fred Clarke, Chairman; Eric Mc Laughlin, Vice Chairman; Stewart Gould, Newsletter Editor; Jackie Mosedale, President and Secretary; Steve Horne, Treasurer; Joe King, Programme Organiser; Andy Bonney, County Delegate; David
Charles; Sarah Kent, Librarian; Alison Dykes, Honey Show committee.

Presentation of Awards

As a part of the AGM, President Jackie Mosedale remarked that the Modular
exam study group had attained a 100% pass rate in their first attempt and
presented certificates for passing Module 1 of the BBKA exams to (l to r)
Stewart Gould, Fred Clarke, Joe King and new Vice Chairman, Eric McLaughlin.
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Bee of the month
There are only two
species of ‘Shaggy
bees’ noted in the UK.
This is the large shaggy
bee (panurgus banksianus) and guess
what? The other one is
the small shaggy bee.
Unlike honeybees, this
species collects pollen
on brushes on the
back legs, rather than
pollen baskets. Not
very big at 7-8 mm, males will shelter in flowers during dull weather. In the UK
they are restricted to the southern half of England. They are on the wing

Free to a good home
A timber window frame complete with a double glazed unit, measuring 22 x 38
inches in total. The double glazed unit would be ideal for anybody wishing to
make their own solar wax extractor. It will need some care to remove it from
the frame.
Collect from Wearne, near Langport. Contact Jeffrey Wilson on 01458 251808

Api-bioxal treatment
The orders for Api-bioxal (oxalic acid treatment) have come flooding in, and
there seems to be a requirement for 150 hives. We have, as previously mentioned, struck a good deal with Bee Equipment Ltd, for lots of treatment to
treat 100 colonies. I will see if they can help with the extra 50, which will come
in 10 hive lots. Meanwhile, if you have ordered, get hold of a small plastic milk
bottle.
The order can be placed now, and we will let you know in the near future,
where and when to collect yours. We will run a demonstration in parallel with
distribution.
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Beekeeping Gifts
Apart from the obvious hive parts, a new
beesuit, or a replacement smoker, there
are innumerable gifts that any beekeeper would like for Christmas. Try as I
might though, I can’t find an anorak specifically designed for beekeepers.
www.bbka.org.uk/shop/gifts is a good
place to start with jewellery, cosmetics,
solitary bee houses, books and tea towels. If you want something slightly different, go to www.cafepress.co.uk where you can find some original T shirts and
mugs. www.etsy.com/uk/market/beekeeper_gift is another good source of
similar goods, with some novel items. They even sell spent bullet casings, and
in case you didn’t know, these make excellent cell punches, when rearing your
own queens. Which? Magazine did give them a stinking review for customer
service though. Last, but not least of a similar bunch is
www.zazzle.co.uk/beekeeping+gifts. There are some common themes running
through most of these websites, leaving you to consider copyright issues.
Prices do vary, so look around.
All the major suppliers of beekeeping equipment have their own gift lines at
this time of year, but beware of very cheap bee suits. Good veil mesh and zips
are paramount. Cheap smokers can be a good buy, but often the lid hinge is
weak.
The Flow hive team seem to be selling their hearts out too, with fantastical
offers claimed at being as much as €186.50 with a €100 gift voucher. Converted into British stuff, that’s a total of about £232.
Bee Equipment are also doing their level best to steal business form the big
boys an have homed in on treatments, where they seem to excel. Key tip here
is to buy out of season, as there are some good deals on short expiry dates, but
only buy what you will need before it expires.
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Christmas Quiz 2017 Answers.

1 Predominantly brown.
2 4.
3 Anne Pike.
4 The creamed honey process.
5 Acute point at the top.
6 1.6.
7 Deep yellow wax.
8 Common Lime tree
9 2.5km. 1.5 miles in Christian units.
10 Honey Bee. It's the last word that counts, i.e. the Honey Bee is a Bee, as is
the Bumble Bee. However, the Hairy Footed Flowerbee is a Fly, not a Bee, and
a Butterfly is neither butter nor fly. It is a Butterfly, one word. Got it?!
11 Canadian Western Red Cedar, which grows much more slowly than the
English counterpart, and hence has vastly superior structural properties. English Western Red Cedar is recommended for secondary applications such as
fencing. Beware of Thornes' sales. (Roy’s opinion)
12 Pollen.
13 Pollen
14 Devon Apicultural Research Group. They do seriously good work.
15 Smaller.
16 Sand Hutton, Yorkshire.
17 Not necessarily. More likely to be supersedure in process or Queen off lay.
The vast majority of calls that I get requesting a Queen turn out to be unnecessary.
18 24 days
19 Outside 10 to 29.5°C.
20 Shakespeare. Henry 5th

Well done everyone!

No Dummy!
That’s my little
finger

Is that a wax moth
Larva?

Upcoming Events
The first event in the new year is a fun quiz at the Edgar
Hall on Thursday Jan. 11th. We ran one in 2016 and it
proved quite successful. That one had a loose connection
with bees, but this has almost no connection with beekeeping at all. There will be Joker cards, but of course, this
isn’t one of them, because that would be very disrespectful indeed.
The subjects are extremely varied and there should be something for everybody. Try to make up a team of four, but if you can’t, don’t worry. You can join
forces with somebody on the night.
There will be prizes, and we are currently investigating the possibility of a
BYOB evening. £5.00 per team to take part. Who knows, there may also be
nibbles.
Ged Marshall will be coming to talk to us in the Parish Rooms on Thursday
February 8th. Ged is a commercial bee farmer with hives spread all over the
southern half of England. He visited us a few years back and had the audience
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enthralled with his talk on handling swarming. He will be talking on the same subject
this time, but undoubtedly with some new
twists. He has some novel ways of dealing
with swarms and takes no prisoners when it
comes to swarmy queens. Ged is on the right
in the picture.

On Thursday March 8th, we have Bob Smith visiting Somerton. Bob is a member of Canterbury
BKA and is one of only 90 beekeepers ever to
have been awarded the NDB (National Diploma
in beekeeping). He runs NDB courses and talks
widely on beekeeping, with a portfolio of 48
subjects. Joe King has done really well to pin him
down for us and he will be giving his thoughts
under the title ‘Wot a Woppa!” - Making the
most of our nectar flows. Although we all claim
that we don’t do it for the honey, it’s nice when
we have a bumper harvest, which makes up for
years like 2017. It is going to come in very useful to know how to maximise
returns..
The Beginners practical sessions will start on the morning of Saturday April
14th and we are taking the opportunity of having our official opening on the
same day. More details of that will emerge with time.
Into the summer, and Jackie Mosedale is investigating the possibility of a
return to Buckfast Abbey which, if you haven’t been, is an absolute joy. Clare
Densley runs an excellent teaching apiary (or two) on the site , and I promise
that you will definitely learn something and hear some slightly alternative
views on beekeeping. The greeting is extremely informal, with coffee, biscuits
and a chat around the large table before donning suits and heading up to the
bee pasture. Unlike most of our events, there is a small charge for this day trip.
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Dates for your diary

President
Jackie Mosedale
01458 241146

Fun Quiz Night

Chairman
Fred Clarke
01278 722830

Thursday January 11th - 7.30 pm
Edgar Hall, 8 Cary Court
Somerton Business Park
TA11 6SB

Vice Chairman
Eric McLaughlin
jandemclaughlin@gmail.com
01823 698204

Beginners’ Beekeeping Course
Tor Rugby Club, Lowerside Lane
Glastonbury BA6 9BH
First session

Secretary
Jackie Mosedsale
01458 241146
jackiemosedale@gmail.com

Wednesday January 17th - 7.30 pm

Treasurer
Steve Horne
01278 662335

Swarming and swarm control
Ged Marshall
Thursday February 8th - 7.30 pm
The Parish Rooms, Somerton

Librarian
Sarah Kent
01749 670423

Somerset BKA Lecture Day 2018

Honey Show sub committee
David Rose, Alison Dykes,
Fred Clarke

Saturday 17th Feb.
Edgar Hall, 8 Cary Court
Somerton Business Park
TA11 6SB

Newsletter Editor
Stewart Gould
01749 860755
somertonbees@btinternet.com

‘Wot a Woppa’
Bob Smith NDB
Thursday 8th March
Making the most of our nectar flow
The Parish Rooms, Somerton

Events Programme
Joe King
01749 890357
County Delegate
Andy Bonney
Deputy Delegates
Stewart Gould
Sally Lye
Sarah North
Keith Sturgess
Apiary Manager
Catherine Fraser
01935 824711
Extraction Equipment Loan
John Speirs
01458 241831
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