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2024 - What a year?

It started wet and warm, with a slow build up, and the Spring was decidedly,
what the Scots would call, dreek, and it didn’t get much better. Swarming was
quote prolific In late April & May - and it remained damp.

During May and June I got several phone calls saying that hives had become
queen-less. It seemed a common theme that new queens weren’t returning
from mating flights.   July produced some sun and thee nectar poured in  -for a
while.

November & December were disastrous for me, with storms Bert & Darragh
wreaking havoc, aided by wasps which are still flying now at the end of January.
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Ban of neo-nicotinoid pesticides - finally!

On January 23rd this year, it was widely reported in the press, on radio and TV
that the British Government had declined a request to  waive the ban of Neoni-
cotinoid pesticides (Cruiser SB) for use on sugar beet. The EU banned the use of
neonicotinoids some years ago. ‘The former environment secretary Michael
Gove promised in 2017 that ministers would use Brexit to stop the use of the
pesticide. Instead, the EU banned all emergency authorisations of neonicotinoid
pesticides while the UK government has allowed its “Emergency use” every year
since, one of many ways the UK has diverged from EU environmental policy since
Brexit’.

There is no doubting that ‘virus yellows’, an infection caused by an aphid, is
extremely damaging to sugar beet and the British  sugar beet industry in general,
and there is no doubt that neonicotinoids do stop it in its tracks, but it is excep-
tionally potent and 1 teaspoon of the stuff could kill  1.25 billion insects. ‘What’s
the problem?’ ask farmers, as sugar beet isn’t pollinated by insect. In fact, it’s
harvested before it flowers. So how can it harm bees?

The problem is simple. It lives in the soil for a very long period (half- life), and is
washed out of the area of soil where the sugar beet is grown and into the
surrounding area and field margins where pollinating insects will forage on wild
flowers. Neonicotinoids will kill bees, and in smaller doses will cause cognitive
problems and disorientate them, making it difficult for them to forage. Other
fauna will be affected too. Because of the long half-life, neonicotinoids are
washed into water courses, causing untold damage to water dwelling verte-
brates and invertebrates. Neonicotinoids are simply abominable chemical toxins.

What will the sugar beet farmers do now? In truth, the industry has had years
and years to find an alternative, but while they could carry on using them, they
weren’t too bothered. Multi-national chemical companies are also fighting the
ban on these products because of the insane profits they make from them, but
they too have had years to come up with alternative products. I’m no chemist,
but surely there must be a way to make sugar beet less prone to aphid attack,
either by using an alternative or new product, or by breeding resilient strains of
sugar beet.    It won’t be easy, but Dr. Yillian Ding of the John Innes Institute, an
independent research body, announced in February 2024 that ‘a potentially
game-changing alternative – using anti-virals which target the virus within the
plant, instead of focusing on the insect hosts, may be the answer.
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Letter from the Chair
Twice in the space of six months, the lane along which I live, has suddenly
become a river! Having lived here for over 16 years, this has only happened
once before these two particular ‘weather events’. Climate change is definitely
upon us and the speed of change is rapid.
This presents challenges to us, as beekeepers. Each season, we try to respond
to the changes we observe and keep our bees healthy and alive. There is
nothing more upsetting than colony loss.
I am sure I am not alone in being astonished by the number of bees flying on
warmer and stiller days this autumn and winter. Unsurprisingly, due to the
energy expended they are taking much more fondant than previously. This
involved, in my case, some emergency fondant making….. not an entire suc-
cess, but to retain some self-respect, I will not expand on the experience here!
As such, we develop our own beekeeping experience for overwintering and
respond as best we can. To learn more from an experienced local expert, we
have arranged for Geoff Blay to give a talk about ‘Weather and Beekeeping’.
This will take place on Thursday 20th March at 7.30pm at Edgar Hall. I am
hopeful that at this talk we can have the opportunity to ask questions and
share experiences. These evenings are a welcome opportunity to learn from
each other as much as from the speaker.
Before this, we are also fortunate to have Helen Tworkowski as a speaker on
Thursday 20th February. Her talk will be on ‘swarming’. Helen is an experienced
beekeeper in Devon and a regular columnist for BBKA news. She is also part of
BIBBA, Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association. Although it is hard to
envisage at the moment, the days are gradually getting longer and colonies can
catch us by surprise when they rapidly expand. This promises to be an invalua-
ble talk and of interest to inexperienced as well as experienced beekeepers. Do
come along.
There has been a break of meetings during December and January but the new
committee will meet for the first time on 18th February to discuss plans for the
year ahead. If you have any requests for events, talks or new services to
members do contact me at gillianislip@gmail.com.
Building work on the new apiary extension is yet to get underway as the
ground conditions have made it impossible. Lets hope for a drier February so
that work start and our new apiary building will be ready for use throughout
the main beekeeping season.
Gillian Islip
Chair,
Somerton and District Beekeeping Association
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Apiinvert.  Syrup ready to feed  bees.  Unlike sugar solution it requires no mixing, more
readily accepted and less work required for the bees to invert  (not wasting energy),
more close to a natural food.
13kg  1 - 4 boxes  £26 each,  5 + boxes £25 each
Apifonda.  If you are venturing on a Queen rearing project this fondant is what you
need.  Very similar to  Apiinvert, it is a paste not a liquid.  If a colony becomes light
through the course of the winter a dollop of fondant could well be the difference
between life and death of the bees.
1 x 2.5 Kg bag £5.00,  1 box 12.5 Kg £25,  2 + boxes £24 each
The Apiinvert can be fed as a 'gee up' in the spring, emergency feeding during the 'June
gap' and of course at the end of the season when preparing for winter.
National Foundation  Available at excellent prices.
Deep wired,  Shallow wired,  Shallow unwired  and cut comb.

For any of the above please ring :-  07812738793,  01458  272114 ( leave a message )
email  redrascal444@gmail.com
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New Beekeepers’ Course

Once again we have homed n on Tor Rugby Club in Glastonbury for the theory
section of the new beekeepers course.  Stewart Gould and Joe King are heading
the sessions, ably assisted by Alison Dykes.

Thirty three new beekeepers have joined the group this year - not all intending
to keep bees, but very interested in the ‘whys and wherefores’. We’re hoping
that they’ll continue their interest into the practical sessions which will start
the day before the Ruishton equipment auction.

Both Stewart & Joe are feeling the advance of time, and feel that after 13
years, it is time to step backwards and find a couple of people to step into their
shoes. It will require at least two people as there is more to it than meets the
eye. Alison kindly arranges the venue,and then there are the powerpoint
presentations to revise. Co-ordinating the promotion of the course and liasing
with those interested in the course is an  ongoing task throughout much of the
year.

When the theory sessions are finished, there are the practical sessions to
manage, and although these are held, roughly, on a monthly basis from April
to September, they do require a small team of demonstrators, and again, a
deal of co-ordination.

If you  would like to talk about it,  give Stewart a ring on 07739 345271 or Joe
on 01749 890357.

Sharon Humby

It is my sad duty to let you know that one of our members, Sharon Humby,
passed away recently. Sharon had been diagnosed with breast  cancer about 4
years ago,  and battled it bravely to the point where she thought that she had
beaten it, but it returned very aggressively recently, and she wasn’t able to
beat it this time.

Our condolences go to her husband  Paul, the rest of her family and friends,
who will surely miss this gentle lady.



6

January in our Apiary
We are having so many storms now that it's difficult to remember when they
started. Despite the storms all of the hives have remained upright and water
tight, in fact the only discernible damage to the apiary has been roofing felt
blown off of the ‘Gould Suite’, which was expertly repaired by Gary Durbin ably
assisted by Barbara Helm, two of our regular Tuesday morning group. At
present the Tuesday morning group meet every other Tuesday, the next being
4th Feb, everyone is welcome so don't be shy - please come along, you will be
made most welcome.

Unfortunately, we have lost two more colonies in the first two months of
winter, the reason why is difficult to say because both colonies had a good
number of adult bees and there were lots of stores left in both hives after all
the bees had died. We can only hope the remaining colonies make it through
to Spring in good condition. The thing to do now is not dwell on what we have
lost but concentrate on increasing the number of colonies in the spring and
summer.

Generally speaking, the apiary is in good condition but there are some jobs that
will need to be done before the new season gets into full swing. For this work,
we will plan a Saturday morning work party in early March. When we have a
date for the work party we will send it out to all members. Hot drinks and
biscuits will be provided.

If you are thinking of making up new frames for the coming Spring, then don't
forget we have a good supply of frames and foundation for sale from Eric's
Emporium, open every Tuesday the work group is there, (see above), where
else can you buy frames, foundation and a hot drink and Kit Kat thrown in for
free.

Julian Marter
07836 655647
Keep hefting and supplement with fondant.
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Winter losses

In his article from the apiary this month, Julian has men-
tioned that there have been losses. I may have mentioned
that I too have suffered significant colony losses  this autumn
and winter. I lost one to queenlessness in October, then a
further two to storm Bert in early November. What followed
took me aback somewhat.

When replacing the fondant in late November I noticed that three of my
remaining hives had wasps - not a wasp, but wasps going in and out. My first
thoughts were that there shouldn’t be wasps in late November, but then that
maybe they were hibernating queens, but that didn’t make any sense as they
don’t hibernate in groups, but singly. When I opened the hives, two were
already dead. The wasps had done their worst. The third was struggling, and
the wasps were simply going up through the brood area, unchallenged and
helping themselves to the fondant. These weren’t queens. I can only presume
that as we had a warm October and November that queen wasps had contin-
ued to produce worker wasps and as long as they could find a food source (my
hives) they would persist.

I put out wasp traps, and caught about a dozen, but then the temperatures
plummeted, and he bait froze, so the wasps continued their trespassing in my
hives. Worker wasps are supposed to live a very short time (between 12 and
22 days), so what on earth is going on and why are they flying in  temperatures
just above freezing. Has the problem stopped - NO! And I really have run out
of answers, so if anybody can shed light on what is going on, and why, I would
be very grateful. The only thing that I can think of is that climate change  has
altered the wasps’ perspective on heir colony and life cycles. Perhaps Geoff
Blay will have some answers at his talk on March 20th.

I am writing this on February 2nd and there are still wasps flying.

Stewart Gould
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Alison Clewes

Alison has been our secretary for a few years now, and has done a sterling job,
but she stepped aside at the AGM in November and Hazel Mosley has stepped
into her shoes. Alison has now decided, after several years of unfortunate
beekeeping incidents (not stinging events) to hang up her smoker and concen-
trate on work and family. She did have some very unfortunate events. Chronic
bee paralysis was almost unheard of until about 5 years ago, and then showed
up in quite a few locations. Alison, of course, was the first to get it in this area.
More unfortunate things were to follow, and as she put it ‘Enough is enough’.

We wish her well and will undoubtedly see her at some of our events.

BBWear bee-suits

Each year I approach bee-suit manufacturers looking for the best deals  on
good quality bee wear, primarily for our new beekeepers. Most years, and this
year is no exception, BBWear, based in Cornwall, come out on top. Along with
BJ Sherriff, Old castle Farm Hives and OZ Armour, they make some of the best
suits around. BBWear’s basic suit with fencing veil retails for £189.99 (BJ
Sherriff - Apiarist suit is £269.00). Provided we place an order for more than 10
suits, BBWear will give us a 17.5% discount with free p&p.  Prices of other  suits
and veil styles will vary accordingly. If you are interested in buying a new
bee-suit, go to their website at https://www.bbwear.co.uk and select your
preferences. Then simply let me know at somertonbees@btinternet.com, and
we’ll quote you a price, and you will have a new, good quality, bee-suit at a
very competitive price.

Stewart Gould

Joe’s Knees

Joe King manfully dealt with a knee replacement about  a year ago, but now his
other one is playing up, and so that too is going to be replaced. He’s bound for
the chopping block  on Feb. 6th, so we wish him well.

https://www.bbwear.co.uk
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Eric’s Emporium

Supplies available from the apiary

There is a stock of frames, foundation and jars at the apiary which are available
for purchase every Tuesday  morning and on Saturdays when there is a New
Beekeepers’ practical session. The stock of jars is rapidly decreasing and won’t
be topped up until lat July. Check with Eric McLaughlin if you wish to visit.

All frames and foundation are for National hives

DN4 - Deep National Hoffman frames  - £0.75 each
                                                 10 frames  - £7.50
                                                 11 frames -  £8.25

DN4 frames are self spacing Hoffman pattern

Standard wired brood foundation         £1.50 per sheet
                                                                     £15.00 for 10 sheets
                                                                      £16.50 for 11 sheets

SN1 Shallow National frames                   £1.20 each
                                                  10 frames - £12.00
                                                  11 frames - £13.20

Wired Super foundation                             £9.50 for 10 sheets
                                                                         £9.50 or 10 sheets
                                                                       £10.45 for 11 sheets
SN1 frames are straight sided and will need plastic/metal spacers

Honey jars

1 lb (454g) round jars -  metal lids  - 72 per box. £38.88

12oz (340g) round jars - metal lids - 72 Jars per box £42.48 (12 boxes left)

12oz. hexagonal jars - metal lids - 33 jars per tray £15.18 (27 trays left)
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Auction of Secondhand Beekeeping Equipment

Each spring, Taunton Beekeepers hold an auction of used Bbeekeeping Equip-
ment at Ruishton Village Hall.  Ruihton is just off the Taunton - Ilminster road,
and close to Taunton.

It can never be guaranteed what will be there, or if there will be bargains to be
had. That is the way of auctions, but I have born witness to some excellent
bargains over the years. On the other hand, I have seen some real ‘tat’ go for
silly prices.  In the last few years Langstroth equipment has not been popular
and complete hives have been selling for as little as £40.00. Extraction equip-
ment meets mixed reactions. Some years it fetches high prices and on other
occasions it bombs.

There is one way to find out what’s happening this year, and that is to turn up
at Ruishton Village Hall on Sunday April 6th. The auction  starts at 2.00pm, but
viewing is available from around 12 noon. See back page for address.

You can also drop off your redundant beekeeping stuff, but make sure that you
don’t leave it too late. I would suggest around 11.00am as being the optimum
time. Goods are sold in the order that they arrive, and by the end of over 200
lots, punters are losing interest and start to drift away. Those that hang on until
the bitter end either have their eyes on a specific item,  or are looking  for  last
minute bargains.

Apiary Building Extension

As mentioned earlier, the builders contracted to build the extension to the
apiary  building (The Bee Space) are chomping at the bit. All they need to get
started, is some dry weather.  Once completed, it will give us 50% more storage
space.

As Sarah Kent is shedding the library after many years, it will provide much
needed space for all those books, among other things. The library is a much
under used and under appreciated resource & asset.

The extension should be up and running by mid spring.
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Chair
Gillian Islip

gillianislip@gmail.com
01458 241562

Vice chair
David Furse-Roberts

pruefurseroberts@gmail.com

Secretary
Hazel Mosley

hazel.mosley@icloud.com

Treasurer
Sarah Griffiths

s_e_lund@hotmail.com

Membership Secretary
Alison Dykes

Librarian
Vacant

Honey Show sub committee
Richard Lockyer, Matt Goodwin

Newsletter Editor
Stewart Gould
07739 345271

somertonbees@btinternet.com

Publicity & Events
Position vaccant

County Trustee
Suzy Perkins

apicrepe.tengore@gmail.com

Apiary Manager
Julian Marter

julieandjulian@hotmail.co.uk

Extraction Equipment Loan
John Speirs

01458 241831

Dates for your diary

New Beekeepers Course
Tor Ruby Club

Lowerside Lane
Glastonbury BA6 9GY

Feb 5th, 12th, 19th

somertonbees@btinternet.com
For details

Somerset BKA Lecture Day
Saturday 8th Feb.

Canalside Conference Centre
Bridgwater

Next Somerton Committee Meeting
At the Apiary

Tuesday 18th Feb. 7.00pm

Winter Talks

Swarming
With Helen Tworkowski MB

Thursday Feb. 20th

Edgar Hall, Somerton  TA11 6SB

Weather and Beekeeping
Geoff Blay MB

Edgar Hall, Somerton TA11 6SB
Thursday 20th March

1st practical session
New Beekeepers Course

Saturday April 5th - 10.00am
At our apiary

Taunton Beekeepers
Auction of Beekeeping Equipment

Sunday April 6th
Ruishton Village Hall

Cheats Road
Ruishton TA3 5JD

mailto:gillinislip@gmail.com
mailto:somertonbees@btinternet.com

