The Newsletter T

& District Beekeepers' Association

Vol. no 33. Issue 1 February 2026
SBKA website www.somersetbeekeepers.org.uk

Winter bees

Every beekeeper worries about their bees during the winter, and as we make
our way towards Spring it is easy to think that everything is OK. The worst is
over, but in truth, this is when our bees are at their most vulnerable. We are
getting slightly warmer days, when bees think it might be an idea to go out and
look for food, which isn’t there, while back in the hive stores are dwindling at
a rapid rate.

Fondant is the food to give them at this juncture. It’s still a little early for pollen
patties. Hang on until next month, then you can add pollen supplements or
substitutes to boost the queen’s egg laying, but at the moment that would
create more problems than it would solve. More mouths to feed.
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Asian yellow legged hornet update

As | write this | hope to have seen some of you at
the South West Beekeepers Forum Asian hornet
Conference this coming Saturday 24th January in
Bridgewater. The programme below looks very
interesting and will help us prepare ourselves and '
find useful ways of working together if the Asian
Hornet makes it to our area this coming year:

¢ Latest developments in YLH research

¢ Learn from those already living with YLH in the UK & abroad
e Learn new skills & update existing ones

¢ Share good practice

¢ Plan ahead for 2026

* Yellow Legged Hornet Update 2025: Annabel Lewis (NBU)

¢ Monitoring, impact and control of V.velutina in Belgium: Dominique Soete
(Belgium)

¢ Jackie Thomas, Dover AH Team Coordinator

¢ See It! Snap It! App It! Anne Rowberry

¢ Environmental impact of Vvn (YLH): Dr Peter Kennedy

¢ Yellow legged Asian hornet lifecycle: Dr Sarah Bunker

¢ Robor Natur - Xander Borre

¢ Yellow legged Asian hornet lifecycle — Dr Sarah Bunker

¢ Practical tracking skills - Judith Norman & Warwick Newson

¢ Protect your bees — Using electric harps, muselieres etc - Dominique Soete

Those attending were also able to order Trappit Bait at a reasonable price for
5 litres, our very own Ricard is looking into ordering this for our members in the
near future .

If you we not able to come to the conference, the British Irish Council Secretar-
iat has organised a webinar for the Invasive Species Work Sector. This has been
scheduled for Wednesday, 11th February 2026, on the topic of Combatting the
Threat of Asian Hornets Across These Islands.



Niall is chairing; Chris Isaacs is providing an update on the situation in the
Channel Isles and nest analysis, Pete Kennedy providing an update on YLH in
Europe, John Kelly providing an overview of the Irish response, and an update
on the response in England.

If you wish to find out more or the book your space, please click on the
following link Combatting the Threat of Asian Hornets Across These Islands.
You can access the event through any of the following.

LinkedIn post -
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:liu:activity:741467180193
6420865

X (twitter) post -
https://x.com/BICSecretariat/status/2008918302836342901?s=20

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/f2096846-dd45-4294-97de-
a5398e9e94f2 @0ef77447-1083-4dec-b89f-27c765076840

Suzy Perkins

Asian YLH co-ordiator

Apiinvert. Syrup ready to feed bees. Unlike sugar solution it requires no mixing, more readily
accepted and less work required for the bees to invert (not wasting energy), more close to a
natural food.

13kg 1-4 buckets £28 each, 5 + buckets £27 each

Apifonda. If you are venturing on a Queen rearing project this fondant is what you need. Very
similar to Apiinvert, it is a paste not a liquid. If a colony becomes light through the course of the
winter a dollop of fondant could well be the difference between life and death of the bees.

1x 2.5 Kg bag £5.00, 1 box 12.5 Kg £25, 2 + boxes £24 each

The Apiinvert can be fed as a 'gee up' in the spring, emergency feeding during the 'June gap' and of
course at the end of the season when preparing for winter.

National Foundation Available at excellent prices.

Deep wired, Shallow wired, Shallow unwired and cut comb.

email redrascal444@gmail.comndation. National brood and super, 14 x 12 brood available
Eddie Howe email:- redrascald44@gmail.com Mobile 07812 738793
Tel. 01458 272114




Eric’s Emporium

There are a few jars available at the apiary, and with price increases havng
been declared by one supplier, now would be a good time to buy. There are 3
boxes x 72 squat 1 Ib, 3 boxes of round 8oz & 5 trays x 33 of 120z hex. Jars. f
you want to take advantage, go to the apiary on a Tuesday morning between
10.00 & 12.00..

It was too late for this newsletter, but there was a Yellow legged Asian hornet

conference in Bridgwater on January 24%". Coupled with that meeting is an
offer on Trappit hornet trap bait and dome hornet/wasp traps. Therefore, we
would like to offer you the opportunity to join us in a collective purchase,
where we will buy in 5 litre bottles, and split into 1 litres, as well as offering the
traps at the conference price - so our offer would be 1 litre trappit - £10 per
litre (compared to the offer price of £13.20, plus postage)

Wasp dome trap - £9.60 each (price per offer)

At the moment it is not clear how long the offer is valid for, but | have written
to enquire. In the meantime, you can order now. The usual procedure applies
— please send orders in advance to me emporium.somertonbees@gmail.com,
with payment in advance to our normal account below, with the reference —
your name — TRAPPIT (so mine would be LOCKYER — TRAPPIT).

Somerton Beekeepers - A/c no. 30407168. sort code 30 90 90

Deadline for orders to
emporium.somertonbees@gmail.com is close of business
on Sunday 1st Feb

We also need to source some 1 litre plastic bottles to decant it into — can
anyone help? Internet is about 60p - 80p /bottle, can anyone do better?

Richard Lockyer - Eric’s Emporium



Queen rearing course 2026

Roy White will be running a queen reariing course again this year, which
will take place on Saturday May 237 & Sunday 24th May. There will be a

further get together on the evening of Wednesday June 3 to collect any
resulting queen cells.

You will need 2 years experience of beekeeping and the course is limited
to 6 participants, so get in quick if you want to take advantage of this
very popular event.

Contact Roy at wennets@hotmail.com

Taunton Beekeepers Spring Equipment Auction 2026

The annual Taunton Beekeepers' Spring Equipment Auction is scheduled for
Sunday, 22nd March 2026, at Ruishton Village Hall, Taunton, Somerset TA3
5JD. This long-standing event, now in its 37th year, is a major highlight in the
beekeeping calendar, offering a wide range of second-hand beekeeping equip-
ment including hives, smokers, honey extraction tools, and protective gear.

Items received: 10:00 AM — 1:30 PM
Auction starts: 2:00 PM

Note: The event is ideal for both new and experienced beekeepers looking to
save money and prepare for the season. Buyers are advised to thoroughly
clean any equipment before use to prevent disease spread.


mailto:wennets@otmail.com

Letter from the Chair

New Beginnings.....

Galanthus nivalis! In other words, snow-
drops, are making their welcome appear-
ance. A sure sign of new beginnings, hailing
the gradually lengthening days which lead to
Spring. This, for me, brings a feeling of ex-
citement as | start to reap the rewards of
backbreaking work, in the autumn, when |
planted hundreds of native bulbs.

This same feeling of new beginnings comes as beekeepers start to look at the
year ahead. A beekeeping year that will be like no other....no two years are
ever the same! However, we have one more year’s experience with its highs
and lows to aid our decision making, planning and preparation. Hopefully, in
time, we will reap the rewards of that experience and knowledge, by having a
successful Beekeeping year.

New beginnings at Somerton Branch too. Our first Winter talk of 2026 takes

place at Edgar Hall on Thursday 29t January at 7.30pm. We are very fortunate
to have Kath Thornton, a volunteer for the Bumblebee Conservation Trust,
who is coming to talk about all things Bumblebee and the fascinating work of
the Trust. She will bring merchandise to sell and you are also invited to make a
donation, should you wish to do so. All talks are free for members, just come
along.

The new committee will have their first meeting on 4t February. We will begin
to plan for the coming year. If you have any requests/suggestions for activities,
workshops or educational events, please pass them on to a member of the
committee or email them to me.
A new ‘Beginners’ course will also be starting in mid February. This year the
theory will be taught at the Apiary. Four members of our Branch will be leading
the 6 sessions. Our thanks to all who have contributed to organise and plan the
course. Furthermore thanks is due to everyone who has helped to prepare the
BeeSpace apiary building to enable this to happen.
Finally, new beginnings for our members too. Your support and involvement is
the crucial ingredient for a thriving club. Even if you are not a regular attendee,
do try to get your money’s worth and attend at least one event that interests
you this year...If there is nothing there, lets us know! We would love to see or
hear from you!
Hope to see you at one of the upcoming events in February.....
Gillian Islip
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Glastonbury Abbey and bees

The Abbey has a historical connection to bees, as have most ancient abbeys,
and there were bees in the grounds up until a few years ago. The good news is
that they could be set o return to the grounds. Mark King, who manages the
grounds has been trying to persuade the management committee of the
Abbey that it would be a good idea,but funding seems to be a major stumbling
block. For 2 years Mark has been trying to come up with a plan that the Abbey
can agree to.

It looks a though the problem could soon be resolved. One of our members,
Richard Longworth was looking for somewhere to relocate his bees, as he has
just moved into Glastonbury. To cut a long story short, he has offered to supply
and erect fencing and a shed to accommodate equipment. That proposition is
being put to the Abbey along with a commitment from Somerton Beekeepers
that we will organise a ‘bring and show’ event (or two) each year, to highlight
the plight of pollinators and to promote beekeeping in the area. As Gillian, our
chair said when | told her, ‘It’s a win - win situation’.



West Country Honey Farms Award 2026

This prestigious award is given annually for services to beekeeping across the
county of Somerset and further afield. There have been several nominations
from Somerton Branch, and hy are all for the same person, but if you feel that
here is somebody who is worthy of recognition at a county level, please submit
your nomination to the Somerton BKA secretary (Marion Nicol) at
secretary.somertonbees@gmail.com as soon as humanly possible. The judging
panel is due to meet quite soon, and the result will be announced at the

Somerset BKA AGM on Saturday March 7t

Beethoven ceramic mosaic

Visiting the Bath Society of Artists’ annul exhibition at
the Royal Victoria Gallery in early January, imagine my
surprise when | saw this work of art. It’s very similar
to our bee mosaic, gifted to Somerton Beekeepers by
the artist Ruth Ames White. This mosaic of Ludwig van
Beethoven has received high praise from visitors and
the judging panel.

Click & Collect

www.mikes-bee-supplies.com
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Eric’s Emporium

Revised frame & foundation prices

Frame type each Per 10 Per 11
Hoffman deep frames complete £1.98 £19.80 £21.78
DN2 top bars £1.06 £10.60 £11.66
DN4 Hoffman side bars £0.46 £4.60 £5.06
Bottom bars per pair £0.46 £4.60 £5.06
Shallow frames complete £1.84 £18.40 £20.24
DN2 top bars £1.06 £10.60 £11.66
SN2 Shallow (super) side bars £0.32 £3.20 £3.52
Bottom bars per pair £0.46 £4.60 £5.06
Foundation

Deep wired foundation £1.42 £14.20 £15.62
Shallow wired foundation £0.87 £8.70 £9.57
Deep frame c/w foundation £3.40 £34.00 £37.40
Shallow frame c/w foundation £2.71 £27.10 £29.81

Please pay by BACS transfer to Somerton Beekeepers Lloyds Bank a/c no.
30407168. Sort code 30 90 90, using either the SumUp reference code or MAN
xx where xx is the number on the paper invoice from the book in the BeeSpace.
Price list valid from April 2025

If you have any queries regarding availability of stock, or when goods can be
collected from the apiary, contact Richard Lockyer at this dedicated email
address emporium.somertonbees@gmail.com



From the Apiary

Julian has been ‘h’ors de combat since February, and Joe who was standing in,
didn’t make it to the apiary last Tuesday, but David Furse Roberts ad Eric
McLaughlin have taken up the reins.

All the hives are doing well and have been topped up with fondant where
necessary. Eric says that they are well provisioned, and lifting off supers is
more ‘rupture than rapture’.

The majority of effort has been focused on getting the ‘Beespace’ building up
together.

The floor in the extension has received two coats of paint. Now all equipment.
I nthe second picture has now been placed in here, leaving the main room free
for meetings.

With the main room cleared ready for action, we’re ready for the 2026 Begin-
ners’ course to start in February

The overcrowded main room -
not anymore
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Dates for your diary

Bumblebee Conservation Trust
Kath Thornton

Thurs. 29t January
Edgar Hall, Somerton, TA11 6SB

Somerset BKA Annual Lecture Day

Sat. February 7t
The Canalside, Marsh Lane, Bridgwater
TA6 6LQ

Spring Fire Up! Coffee Morning
TBA
10am -12 noon
The Apiary

Winter Talk - Ged Marshall
26th February - 7.30pm
A Year in the life of a commercial Bee-
keeper
Edgar Hall, Somerton, TA11 6SB

Auction
Secondhand beekeeping equipment
2.00 Sunday 22nd March
Ruishton Village Hall, Taunton, Somer-
set TA3 5JD.

What pollen does for your bees
Stewart Gould

Thurs. 26" March - 7.30pm
Edgar Hall, Somerton, TA11 6SB

Visit to Buckfast Abbey Bees
Saturday 16t May 2026
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