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Apiary Open Day -Sunday June 21st

To say that a great day was had by all would be an understatement. It was epic,
and a classical case of teamwork. Alison Dykes, Marion Nicol, Jackie Mosedale
& Richard Lockyer made up the ‘catering team’ & David Rose manned honey
sales, while David Furse Roberts, Julian Marter, Catherine Fraser & Suzy Per-
kins made sure that our visitors had a great experience at the hives, meanwhile
Stewart Gould, who had done the organising, lingered in the background, as
can be seen in the photo above.

We received appreciative comments from quite a few of the 50 people who
came along on the day, and have received several emails of gratitude since,
two of which are posted on the following page.

The day was definitely a success. The cakes were good too.
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A note to thank you all, from my daughter, for a superb time last Sunday.
Such a friendly welcome and my granddaughter Ava had simply the best time
and has since shared photos and imparted her newly gained bee knowledge
to her class, they were very impressed!

These events take a lot of organisation and my family are really lucky to have
been able to come along.

So thank you again

<€ >

Just to say a massive thank you for Sunday

The children and | had a wonderful time and have asked to go again

Saying that the youngest was frightened of bees prior to our visit | feel this a
job well done.

Congratulations on a fantastic day and thank you all again
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Wet, cold, very hot and dry

Several people have told me that they have had issues with queen loss in the
last month, and most of it is down to the incredible variation in weather
during that period. | wrapped up the last newsletter on the hottest May day
on record, and today is set to be the hottest June day ever. In between we've
had midday lows of 12°C and what seems like constant rain. No wonder that
new queens were either getting lost on mating flights, not getting mated at
all, or just preferring to watch daytime television.

If you have frames covered in drone brood, like the one above, fear not. You
aren’talone. Inthe early stages of queenlessness, putting a test frame of eggs
into the hive could work, and introducing a new queen might also sole your
problem, but sadly, putting a new queen into a hive with laying workers is
often a waste of good money. It might be time to bite the bullet and let them
die out, or tip them all out so that they have to find a home in a queen-right
hive. Carrying out inspections during that cold, wet spell wasn’t really an
option, so the symptoms couldn’t be spotted in time.



Apiary Report for June 2026

The June beginners’ practical unfortunately fell foul to of the weather, howev-
er, Catherine Fraser gave a very interesting talk on the importance of keeping
good records on your colonies progress, or otherwise. After which questions
from the floor were fielded by Catherine and Joe King, two of our most
knowledgeable members. Let’s hope the weather in July is kinder to us.

We have had a Saturday work party since the last report to extract honey and
to lay a base for the new metal shed. Thank you to all the volunteers who
turned up on the day. The honey extraction team extracted 112 jars of honey
which will be sold to raise funds for the association. Well done everyone. | am
told that the laying of the 600mm X 600mm paving slabs for the shed base was
turned into a Master class of laying pavers by Rob Calder, well done Rob and
his five labourers. A week later the new shed base had the perimeter cement-
ed into place and the shed was erected largely down to the efforts of David
Furse Roberts and Chris Pearson. Once again thank you to all the volunteers,
we couldn't do it without you.

Most of our colonies continue to do well. The split that had a rescue frame put
init last month is now doing well and is in a full hive. The swarm that was from
hive two and was put in a nuc became queen-less so we have given it a frame
with queen cells from another hive. Hive two also became queen-less but
coincidentally we were gifted a Buckfast queen by one of our members -
Rebecca Pennels. That new queen was put into hive two in it's cage. She must
have been accepted fairly quickly because eggs were found in the hive just
three days later, result. Thank you very much Rebecca.

We continue to meet every Tuesday morning and in this very busy time of the
season we could do with a few more volunteers coming along even if you can
only come for one week. We have a few more colonies than this time last year.
That combined with the quickest growing period of the year gives us much more
to do, such as hedge cutting, grass mowing, weeding and looking after the bees.
There are tea coffee orange squash and biscuits, but best of all it's a time to get
together with like minded people and socialise. Eric's Emporium is always open for
frames, foundation and jars at competitive prices.

Julian Marter.



Glastonbury Abbey Bees

The project to bring bees back to Glastonbury Abbey is well under way and our
member Richard Longworth has been lucky enough to be offered the opportu-
nity of putting 3 hives into the orchard area of the grounds. As can be seen in
the photograph, there will be a small compound and a hut to keep spare
equipment in. Richard is seen looking over the fencing, while our apiary
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Kevin Reed, Richard Longworth, Julian Marter, ??, Mark King, Kristie Mynott
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Manager Julian Marter, who has been helping with the build, emerges from
the hut. Kevin Reed and Mark King from the Abbey Estates team took Kristie
Mynott from the Tesco in the community team, who are funding an anaphy-
laxis kit, to view the project.

Bees are expected to arrive on site at the end of this month, and honey
produced by the bees will be sold in the Abbey shop, as Glastonbury Abbey
honey.

It is anticipated that we can hold joint events with the Abbey to promote both
the Abbey and beekeeping in general. To quote Kevin Reed, ‘It's a win-win
situation’



How to impress your GP

If it could have gone wrong, it did. While talking to my GP about one of my
ailments, | apologised for my grubby clothing, but added that | had been
playing with my bees all morning. ‘I’'m in my wife’s bad books’, he admitted. ‘I
think | killed all her bees’. | commiserated, and said something like ‘These
things happen’. The very next day | had a swarm arrive in some empty boxes.
‘My chance to ingratiate myself with the Doc.’ | thought. | phoned the surgery
and left a grovelling message.

The swarm was in two empty brood boxes, so | thought it best to put it into a
nuc. That went well. After about an hour | had a call from a neighbour to tell
me he had a swarm in his hedge. | checked the nuc. and, you guessed it. The
swarm had decided a nuc. was too small, so had vacated. There were a few
left, so | shook them into a brood box and put the lid on - and hoped.

Two hours later they came back, and obligingly, went into the brood box.
‘Phew!” I'm not going to look silly.” | strapped up the hive and as night was
falling | blocked the entrance with foam rubber. | texted my GP to let him
know, thinking ‘I’'m really in here. I've even got his personal mobile number.

Next morning bright and early my 6’2" burly GP turned up, with bee suit. We
moved the wheelbarrow close to the hive because I'd had to include the roof
in the strapping, and roofs are heavy. He struggled to move the hive. In fact, he
couldn’t even get it off the stand. Eventually he groaned, and with one
gargantuan effort, worthy of Geoff Capes (ask your father) he raised the hive -
as well as the 6ft. Long stand, built of 4” x 2” timbers, which | had managed to
include in my strapping exercise the night before. Eventually we loaded just
the hive into the wheelbarrow, and off he went . I'm in his good books and he
is back in favour with his wife.

Two days later after falling temps and incessant rain, he texted me to tell me
that they were all dead. ‘Did you feed them’? | asked. ‘Maybe | should have
done’, was the last message from him. | think I'll ask for a different doctor the
next time | call the surgery. Obviously - to save him any embarrassment.



How much to charge for your honey

It’s a question | hear every year and not easily answered, BUT Claire Hunter,
one of our more inquisitive and observant members has come across a hew
website which, with help from a large swathe of beekeepers can help answer
the conundrum.

THE HONEY INDEX
Find out the average price of local honey in your area - it's FREE! No sign up required. itz

You can download the app to your phone, laptop or pc. You can also very easily
see what other people are charging for honey in your postcode area. The more
people who enter their information, the more effective it will become. The
website can be found here www.thehoneyindex.co.uk

Click on the three dots in the top right hand corner, then move your cursor to
‘cast, save and share’ a new menu will appear to the left. Tap on create
shortcut - and hey presto! It will appear on your desktop ,and you are connect-
ed. It could well become as useful as car fuel comparison sites.

Unpredictable swarm

He had been up a shaky step ladder for ages in the heat, trying to dislodge a
reasonably sized swarm, which was hiding behind an awkward branch. A few
times he handed me down the waste paper basket he’d been using, with a
dozen or so bees in, but eventually thought that a bigger ladder was needed.
Off he went to is niece’s house.

I sat and watched the polystyrene nuc. while he was away, and there was some
movement towards the nuc. So much so in fact, that by the time he came back,
all the bees were in the nuc. Sorry Richard
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From the chair

This week is Invasive Species Week (22"9-28t" June)! As part of this week there
has been a lot of publicity about the environmental as well as the economic
threat posed by the Asian Hornet. Those of us that were able to attend last
week’s talk at the apiary were treated to a very comprehensive and helpful talk
by Lynne Ingram on this subject. We had the chance to see at first hand a
yellow legged hornet alongside other similar species as well as a nest, which
will have honed our skills in identification. We were also urged to install the
Asian Hornet Watch App on our phones and to collect and use a free trap. The
UK is in a position to be able to learn from the mistakes made by other
countries and together, we can help to minimise the impact of this threat.

This wave of hot hot weather will lead us to review our practices in order to
look after ourselves as well as our bees. Climate change is all too apparent and
tweaks to our practices year on year as we respond to these ‘weather events’
have to be considered. We learn to adapt and prioritise.

Areas include routinely maintaining and checking available water sources,
considering the best time, length and focus for inspections, reconsidering the
location of hives for protection from direct sunlight and reviewing whether we
have the best bee equipment and protection. Bee-suits vary so much in quality,
thickness and design. Some are so much cooler to wear than others.

In our June Committee meeting, we covered many areas. The main item was

the organisation of our Open Day held last Sunday. (21%). This very successful
event is detailed elsewhere in the newsletter and the feedback has been
overwhelmingly positive. Thank you to Stewart Gould who co-ordinated the
whole event. Thank you also to all the committee members and helpers who
made cakes, set up for the event, lead hive inspections and did so much to
create a welcoming atmosphere and positive experience for all participants.
Particular thanks to David Furse-Roberts who willingly did back to back inspec-
tions throughout the event on what was a very hot day.

Other items discussed included progress on health and safety practice at the
apiary (thanks to our member Pete Millard, who gave up a Saturday morning
to complete the PAT testing), future events and updates from all committee
members.



We would like to encourage beekeepers who take the Basic Assessment, at
some point this year, which Suzy Perkins has kindly offered to co-ordinate.
More details will follow

Finally, a reminder that the library is available to all Somerton Branch mem-
bers. Books are available for loan (max 90 days) and on display in the book-
shelves at the apiary. If you would like to borrow a book, please come along
to the apiary when it is open on Tuesday mornings or some Saturday morn-
ings and complete the sheet inside the brown loan file. If you have any sug-
gestions of books that we should purchase for our library, do contact me or
another committee member.

Gillian Islip

The advantages of alcohol for beekeepers

Drinking is obviously not to be encouraged, but it has advantages for beekeep-
ers. If you buy a case of 6 bottles of wine, you can put the box to very good use.
It’s a happy coincidence that it will hold exactly 18 jars of honey. That makes
transport and storage so much easier.

Thank me later




Ouch | have been stung!

Being stung is, unfortunately, part and parcel of beekeeping. However,
we can do a lot to prevent the risk of it happening. Here is some
guidance taken from various sources to help you.

Some preventative measures
- having gentle bees
wearing effective protection —fully checked bee suit, protective gloves

and boots..no gaps! Sting proof beesuits are available which provide
ultimate protection

choosing appropriate times and weather conditions for opening hives
using smoke correctly

gentle handling

avoid wearing strong scents

washing bee suits and gloves frequently to remove any residual sting
pheromone.

Treatment for stings

For the vast majority of beekeepers, stings can either be ignored or treated by
following the stages below to reduce swelling and mild reactions

Removing the Stinger
Honey bees leave a barbed stinger and venom sac behind. Time is of the
essence—most of the venom is injected within the first 20 seconds, but the sac
continues to pump for up to two minutes.
Scrape, don't pinch: Use your fingernail, the edge of a hive tool, or a
bank card to scratch the stinger sideways out of your skin.
Mask the pheromones: Once the stinger is out, you could give the area
a quick puff of smoke. This masks the alarm pheromone, helping
prevent any other bee from targeting the exact same spot.

Soothing Localized Reactions (pain, redness, swelling)
Wash the area: Clean the wound thoroughly with soap and cool water
to prevent secondary infections.
Cold compress: Wrap an ice pack in a cloth and apply it to the sting site
for 10 to 15 minutes. This significantly reduces pain and swelling.
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Topical relief: Over-the-counter (OTC) treatments like Anthisan Bite
and Sting Cream (which contains mepyramine maleate) or a mild 1%
hydrocortisone cream can be purchased at a local pharmacy to soothe
itching and inflammation.

Managing Discomfort with Medication

If you have larger localized swelling or find stings particularly uncomfortable,
the NHS suggests several evidence-based treatments: pain and inflammation
can be reduced through oral painkillers such as paracetamol or ibuprofen or
taking an OTC oral antihistamine (like chlorphenamine) can help suppress the
body's histamine response, reducing widespread swelling and intense itching.

More severe reactions

Beekeepers who are aware that they are prone to having fairly severe reac-
tions to stings, such as significant pain and swelling, may decide to take
medication such as aspirin or antihistamines before visiting the apiary. Howev-
er, they should always consult their own doctor beforehand.

Beekeepers prone to having severe reactions to stings might have been pre-
scribed with an Epi-pen adrenaline injection by their doctor, to carry for an
emergency. Only the beekeeper or a trained colleague who has been given
prior permission by the beekeeper should administer this injection.

What to do

1. Move the person away from the hives. A paramedic team will not have
bee-suits

2. Scrape out all stings as quickly as possible in order to stop further injection
of venom

3. Get the person to sit down and encourage him/her to remain calm

4. If there are signs of difficulty breathing, light headedness or general reaction
to the sting: Ask the person if this is normal and if she/he has any medication
provided by their GP. If so let them medicate themselves.

Recognizing Anaphylaxis (When to seek emergency help)
Even experienced beekeepers can develop new allergies later in life. You
should be familiar with the warning signs of a severe, life-threatening allergic
reaction (anaphylaxis).
You should call 999 immediately if you notice:

Swelling of the face, lips, tongue, or throat
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Difficulty breathing or wheezing

A widespread, itchy, blotchy rash (hives) across other parts of

the body

Dizziness, light-headedness, or sudden collapsing
Follow the link below to read a further interesting Blog written by Dr
Richard Bache, a member of Somerton Branch.
https://www.beelistener.co.uk/defensive-colonies/bee-stings-and-
emergency-mangement/

Click & Collect

www.mikes-bee-supplies.com

E: mikes-bees@outlook.com
T: 01278 445158

We take
Cash or Card
(no cheques)

L
s B e

72 Wembdon Hill
Wembdon
Bridgwater
Somerset.

TAs 7PZ

Apiinvert. Syrup ready to feed bees. Unlike sugar solution it requires no mixing, more readily
accepted and less work required for the bees to invert (not wasting energy), more close to a natural
food.

13kg 1-4 buckets £28 each, 5 + buckets £27 each

Apifonda. If you are venturing on a Queen rearing project this fondant is what you need. Very
similar to Apiinvert, it is a paste not a liquid. If a colony becomes light through the course of the
winter a dollop of fondant could well be the difference between life and death of the bees.

1x 2.5 Kg bag £5.00, 1 box 12.5 Kg £25, 2 + boxes £24 each

The Apiinvert can be fed as a 'gee up' in the spring, emergency feeding during the 'June gap' and of
course at the end of the season when preparing for winter.

National Foundation Available at excellent prices.

Deep wired, Shallow wired, Shallow unwired and cut comb.

email redrascal444@gmail.comndation. National brood and super, 14 x 12 brood available
Eddie Howe email:- redrascald44@gmail.com Mobile 07812 738793
Tel. 01458 272114
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Eric’s Emporium will be open every third Saturday 9.30 - 10.30

until further notice

Revised frame & foundation prices

each x10 x11 x20 x22
DN2 Top Bars 0.73 7.30 8.03 14.60 16.06
SMN1 - super side bars 0.31 3.10 3.41 6.20 6.82
DM4 - brood side bar 0.47 4.70 5.17 9.40 10.34
BS botttom bar - pair 0.44 4.40 4.84 8.80 9.68
BS deep wired foundation 1.14 11.40 12.54 22.80 25.08
BS shallow wired foundation 0.70 7.00 7.70 14.00 15.40
spacers - free with non
hoffman frames free
trappit - 1 portion jam jars -
free free
out of date formic pro 4.00
deep frame 1.84 16.40 18.04 32.80 36.08
foundation 1.14 11.40 12.54 22.80 25.08
2.78 27.80 30.58 55.60 61.16
shallow frame 1.48 1480 16.28 29.60 32.56
0.70 7.00 7.70 9.50 10.45
2.18 21.80 23.98 35.10 43.01
Please pay by BACS to name: Somerton Beekeeper

Using as reference

Price list as from

Sort code 30-50-50
account 30407168

either SUMUP reference code, of "MAN xx®, whefe xx is the number on the
paper invoice from the book in the the Bee Space
24-Apr-26

If you have any queries regarding availability of stock, or when goods can be
collected from the apiary, contact Richard Lockyer at this dedicated email
address emporium.somertonbees@gmail.com
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Dates for your diary

Free Summer Workshop 1
Preparing Honey for sale and showing
Wednesday 12th August, 7pm,

At our apiary

Free Summer Workshop 2
Preparing Wax for sale and showing
Wednesday 19th August, 7pm,
At our Apiary

Buckfast Abbey comes to our apiary
Saturday August 29th
2.00 - 4.30pm
Martin Hann & Clare Densley will demonstrate
Using our bees

Somerton Beekeepers Honey Show
& Artisan Market
Saturday 19th September, 12-5pm
Keinton Mandeville Village Hall
TA11 6ES
Novice judging from 9am,
All New Beekeepers welcome to attend.

14

President
Joe King
Jk.pilton@btinternet.com
01749 890357
Chair
Gillian Islip
chair.somertonbees@gmail.com

07796 511121

Vice Chair
David Furse-Roberts
davidfurseroberts@gmail.com

Secretary
Marion Nicol
secretary.somertonbees@gmail.com

Treasurer
Sarah Griffiths
treasurer.somertonbees@gmail.com

Membership Secretary
Alison Dykes
Somertonmembershipsec@outtlook.com

Newsletter Editor
Stewart Gould
somertonbees@btinternet.com

County Trustee
Suzy Perkins
apicrepe.tengore@gmail.com

Apiary Manager
Julian Marter
Juliandjulian@hotmail.co.uk

Honey Show Organiser
David Rose
david@davidrosecreative.com

Extraction Equipment Loan
John Speirs
01458 241831

Social Secretary
Position vacant

Members’ Representatives
Eric McLaughlin, David Rose

Eric’s Emporium
Emporium.somertonbees@gmail.com



mailto:Chair.somertonbees@gmail.com

