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Spring at last

As | sit to type this on March 1%t it is officially the first day of Spring, and the
outside temperature is just under 16°C. Aqueen wasp has been doing he
rounds, scouting every inch of our house walls, looking for somewhere to set
up home, and blue tits are inspecting our bird boxes. Finally, Spring has arrived.

It's been a long time coming, with 2024 now acknowledged as the wettest
year on record, and yesterday was the first time that we’ve seen real sunshine
in what seems like eternity.

Let’s hope that the 2025 beekeeping year is better than 2024.



Letter from the Chair

We held the first meeting of the new Somerton

Branch committee on Tuesday 18t February and what
a productive meeting it was! A draft plan of actions
was discussed and events pencilled into the diary. First
and foremost the aim is to manage the apiary exten-
sion project and maintain and use the apiary and
grounds to create more services and beekeeping edu-
cation for members and the local community. We already have a number of
courses and workshops pencilled in, thanks to offers to run these, from com-
mittee and association members (see below). We are also fortunate to have a
great Tuesday team who ensure the apiary continues to thrive for teaching
purposes.

The beginners theory course is completed and practicals start in April. Thanks
go to Stewart Gould, Joe King, Alison Dykes and Catherine Fraser for their
support and delivery of this part of the course.

There was a good turnout for Helen Tworkowski’s talk on Swarming. Helen’s
talk was informative and easy to listen to. It provided a useful reminder of the
timescales /signs of bee behaviour before swarming takes place. It was also
interesting to hear the views and approaches for swarm prevention from the
audience. Helen generously waived her speakers and travel fee in exchange for
a donation to the Bumblebee Conservation Trust.

Please look out for an email next week regarding the election for Somerton
Branch president. The committee propose that we give members the opportu-
nity to vote for any nominated candidates at a short meeting before the talk
given by Geoff Blay on Weather and Bees. This will be held at the Edgar Hall on

Thursday 20t March at 7.15pm.

Finally, Alison Clewes is embracing her Social Secretary role on the committee
and you will soon be hearing about the first event of the year. A coffee and cake

morning on 22" March. A great chance to meet other beekeepers and com-
pare notes. We hope to see you there.

Gillian Islip



Apiinvert. Syrup ready to feed bees. Unlike sugar solution it requires no mixing, more
readily accepted and less work required for the bees to invert (not wasting energy),
more close to a natural food.

13kg 1-4 boxes £26 each, 5 + boxes £25 each

Apifonda. If you are venturing on a Queen rearing project this fondant is what you
need. Very similar to Apiinvert, it is a paste not a liquid. If a colony becomes light
through the course of the winter a dollop of fondant could well be the difference
between life and death of the bees.

1x 2.5 Kg bag £5.00, 1 box 12.5 Kg £25, 2 + boxes £24 each

The Apiinvert can be fed as a 'gee up' in the spring, emergency feeding during the 'June
gap' and of course at the end of the season when preparing for winter.

National Foundation Available at excellent prices.

Deep wired, Shallow wired, Shallow unwired and cut comb.

For any of the above please ring :- 07812738793, 01458 272114 ( leave a message )
email redrascal444@gmail.com

Click & Collect

www.mikes-bee-supplies.com
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Mikes Bee Suppli

E: mikes-bees@outlook.com
T: 01278 445158
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We take
Cash or Card
(no cheques)
:"':‘E] [ [P} Find us at
72 Wembdon Hill
s Wembdon
Bridgwater
Somerset.
TA6 7TPZ




Asian Hornet Update

A final update on the Animal and Plant Health Agency’s i
National Bee Unit’s (NBU) work against Yellow-legged- & &
hornet (YLH) also known as Asian hornet for 2024 was l
recieved on the 24th December 2024 that no further nests

have been located, bringing the total to 24 nests found in .+

Results from laboratory analyses have now concluded and indicate two of the
nests found in 2024 (Coldred and Udimore in Kent) are likely to have been
produced by queens released from nests found and destroyed in late 2023
(Alkham and Four Oaks/Rye respectively). This is not wholly unexpected fol-
lowing the capture of foundress queens also thought to be related to these
nests in the Spring. These findings are not considered to be strong evidence of
an established population. Defra will continue to follow an eradication strategy
against YLH in 2025.

On the 28th January 2025, Defra reported that on Thursday 23rd January the
National Bee Unit (NBU) received a report of a Yellow-Legged Hornet (YLH)
discovered by a grocer in Shropshire. They were checking some shallots that
had come from France. The NBU responded to the report and a bee inspector
collected the hornet which was sent to Fera Science. Follow up activities will
be done to raise awareness with the wholesaler and other possible UK custom-
ers.

At the moment Traps are available from the Apiary on a Tuesday morning at
the moment if you haven't already got one. Posters and leaflets are also
available and are ideal for putting on community notice boards etc. Asian
hornets pose a significant threat to UK pollinators, especially honeybees. These
invasive predators can decimate bee colonies, impacting honey production
and our ecosystem.

We need to stay vigilant and report any sightings! as Aia horrets are

highly effective predators, and their presence can have devastating effects on
local bee populations. Report any sightings immediately using the Asian Hornet
Watch app or the online recording form. Your quick action can make a big
difference in protecting our bees!

Suzy Perkins



February in our Apiary

The extension to the Bee Space is now beginning to take
shape, the concrete base has been laid and the block-
work is starting to go up. Personally, | can't wait until it is
finished so that we can get all the equipment neatly
racked up, labelled and logged. Of course, this is a job we
could very much be looking for volunteers to help with, so |
watch this space.

In the main bee meadow we have cut back the far hedge

so that we can access the hives from all four sides and some small trees in the
hedge needed staking up. We have also started to prepare an area of the
meadow to plant bee friendly wild flowers, Terry Russell our neighbour and
extension builder kindly used his digger to take off the grass nettles and other
unwanted weeds from the surface of approximately 25 square Metres. Unfor-
tunately for the Tuesday team we now have to rake and harrow the area
manually, ready for seeding.

Now we are having some warmer weather, | have seen bees flying from and to
five of the six colonies we have left, which is very encouraging. Of course, as
the bees are flying we can assume that many other species of flying insects will
also be looking for a sugary boost. Unfortunately this will include the Asian or
Yellow Legged Hornet (YLH) Queens. To combat this, if you have them, you
should be putting out your YLH traps, if you don't have a trap and would like to
put one out, we still have a limited number at the apiary, which you can collect
on Tuesday mornings between 10:00 and 12:00. These traps are free of charge
but we will need to take a record of where you intend to locate them.

We will now be meeting every Tuesday until November. Why not come along
and help out if you can. All are welcome, irrespective of beekeeping experi-
ence. Indeed you don't even need to have any bees, but this coming Tuesday

the 4t of march, if you have a garden rake (not lawn rake), you will be more
than welcome, especially if you bring it with you. Hot drinks and Kit Kats are
provided and Eric's Emporium will be open for frames and foundation at
competitive prices.

Julian Marter



Winter losses

Last month | painted a rather pessimistic picture of the
losses which have been suffered over the winter. Primari-
ly because | was hit very hard - and | thought it was me ;y
and my bad beekeeping. Then | started talking to other " o'
beekeepers, and it seems that | haven’t been singled out ™%
for special attention by the beekeeping Gods. Others have - " v
suffered severe losses too. Julian has said that colonies = e vin
have been lost at our apiary, and in a recent meeting | mentioned my plight to
the person sitting next to me, and she has lost all 4 of her colonies. The
following week | was talking to Clare Densley at Buckfast, and she knew that
they had suffered losses, but wasn’t yet sure how severe it was, but then in this
month’s Beecraft Magazine | see that in one apiary they have lost 11 out of 13
colonies.

It seems that the prolonged damp conditions, exacerbated by varroa mites
have, between them, wreaked havoc among bee populations in the South
West at least. We can only re-group this Spring, ad hope for better in 2025.

By the way, if you're wondering why there are photos of individuals with a
few articles this month, it’s because at the suggestion of David Furse Roberts,
our new vice chairman, we are finally showing those who don’t know us,
what we look like.

Stewart Gould

Equipment for sale

Local beekeeper who is giving up due to ill-health invites offers for the follow-
ing kit:

1 roof , 1 brood chamber +frames, 1 super, 1 wire Q excluder, | slotted Q ex-
cluder, 1 open-mesh floor & a large stainless steel honey strainer/sieve

All in good condition

1 crown board requiring small repair.

Contact in first instance
Roy White 01935 823898.



THE ROYAL

BATH&WEST

Royal Bath and West Show 2025 Bees and Honey Competition

Entries for the Royal Bath and West Show 2025 Bees and Honey Competition
are now open! To enter please use the following link:

https://showingscene.com/events/the-royal-bath-and-west-show-2025-may-
2025/bees-and-honey

Remember, if you enter and stage more than 12 classes you will get a free day
ticket to the show. Entries close 1st May.

If you would like to steward for half a day in the Bees and Honey Marquee
contact berniepm@gmail.com

Ever thought of taking the BBKA Basic Beekeeping Assessment?

As you will read on page 3 of the March issue of BBKA News, taking the Basic
Assessment is a useful step to checking your beekeeping skills and knowledge,
as well as giving you confidence when handling your bees.

lan Campbell has started a new series in BBKA News from this month to
support those who want to take the assessment this year which is very inform-
ative. So if you are considering taking the assessment this year, let me know so
that | can arrange a mock practical assessment at the apiary.

Suzy Perkins - BBKA Assessor

Mobile: 07914 069 078
Email: apicrepe.tengore@gmail.com
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Eric’s Emporium
Supplies available from the apiary

There is a stock of frames, foundation and jars at the apiary which are available
for purchase every Tuesday morning and on Saturdays when there is a New
Beekeepers’ practical session. The stock of jars is rapidly decreasing and won’t
be topped up until lat July. Check with Eric McLaughlin if you wish to visit.

All frames and foundation are for National hives

DN4 - Deep National Hoffman frames - £0.75 each
10 frames - £7.50
11 frames - £8.25

DN4 frames are self spacing Hoffman pattern

Standard wired brood foundation £1.50 per sheet
£15.00 for 10 sheets
£16.50 for 11 sheets

SN1 Shallow National frames £1.20 each
10 frames - £12.00
11 frames - £13.20

Wired Super foundation £9.50 for 10 sheets
£9.50 or 10 sheets
£10.45 for 11 sheets
SN1 frames are straight sided and will need plastic/metal spacers

Honey jars
1 1b (454g) round jars - metal lids - 72 per box. £38.88
120z (340g) round jars - metal lids - 72 Jars per box £42.48 (12 boxes left)

120z. hexagonal jars - metal lids - 33 jars per tray £15.18 (27 trays left)



Auction of Secondhand Beekeeping Equipment
Repeated from last month’s issue

Each spring, Taunton Beekeepers hold an auction of used Bbeekeeping Equip-
ment at Ruishton Village Hall. Ruihton is just off the Taunton - liminster road,
and close to Taunton.

It can never be guaranteed what will be there, or if there will be bargains to be
had. That is the way of auctions, but | have born witness to some excellent
bargains over the years. On the other hand, | have seen some real ‘tat’ go for
silly prices. In the last few years Langstroth equipment has not been popular
and complete hives have been selling for as little as £40.00. Extraction equip-
ment meets mixed reactions. Some years it fetches high prices and on other
occasions it bombs.

There is one way to find out what’s happening this year, and that is to turn up

at Ruishton Village Hall on Sunday April 6. The auction starts at 2.00pm, but
viewing is available from around 12 noon. See back page for address.

You can also drop off your redundant beekeeping stuff, but make sure that you
don’t leave it too late. | would suggest around 11.00am as being the optimum
time. Goods are sold in the order that they arrive, and by the end of over 200
lots, punters are losing interest and start to drift away. Those that hang on until
the bitter end either have their eyes on a specific item, or are looking for last
minute bargains.

Colonies of bees and equipment for sale

Circumstances beyond his control have forced John Speirs, one of our longest
serving members, to end his beekeeping journey. Consequently John is selling
he following:- 8 colonies in Nationals (mostly Western Red Cedar) that have
come through the winter, marked queens, Thymol treated in the autumn,
Oxuvar trickle in Dec, currently with fondant, mesh floors, 2 supers.

Might suit any beginners?
Also a 10 X 8 foot cedar equipment shed that comes apart easily.

Contact John on 01458 241831



Weapon that could help British honeybees fight off the varroa mite

The varroa mite attacks bee larvae at a young age but a new generation of pesti-
cides can combat it without harming the bees.

Bee numbers are dwindling globally and honeybees have their own set of issues,
chief among which is the parasitic pest the varroa mite. This mite causes devasta-
tion in beehives because it attacks bee larvae at a young age and sucks their bodily
fluids for the rest of their life. It arrived in the UK in the early 1990s and is now a
widespread issue, damaging hives. Its presence costs the domestic beekeeping
industry around £27million a year and the Government considers it a “major threat
for apiculture”. Current pesticides have proven ineffective at controlling the mite
because they cannot target the pest without also damaging the bees themselves.

Scientists in the United States have created a new generation of pesticides which
target only specific genes and are able to combat the mite without harming the
bees. The RNA pesticide can be applied as a spray, much like conventional chemical
pesticides, or can be put into bee food and is only biologically active when it comes
into contact with certain genes. One of the early iterations of RNA pesticides
targets a varroa mite gene but no bee genes, acting as the “perfect pesticide”,
according to the journal Science.

The first RNA pesticide has been approved by the US Environmental Protection
Agency to combat the Colorado potato beetle. Early data is promising and could
soon give beekeepers a new weapon with which to combat the varroa mite. RNA
is a form of genetic material, similar to DNA, that acts as a messenger in cells and
helps convert genetic code into proteins.The pesticides work by interrupting this
protein-making process with their own RNA to neuter the mite. It doesn’t kill the
parasite but makes it ineffective.

“There’s a very urgent need to find new pesticides,” said Dr Jurat-Fuentes. “There
are going to be two billion more people by 2050. That rapid increase in global
population is going to bring a lot of issues and challenges. One of the biggest
challenges is going to be the ability to produce enough food.”

There are concerns around how quickly the pests will develop resistance to the
RNA approach, with some early evidence indicating that the highly specific mecha-
nism could lead to rapid resistance. Dr Jurat-Feuentes said: “It's not a matter of will
they. It's a matter of when will they?”
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Visit to Buckfast Abbey

We have been fortunate enough to secure a visit to Buckfast Abbey again this
year, but because of the popularity of this venue, we are going to be a bit later
than would have ben hoped. Saturday August 23rd is the date to put into your
diaries.

There is no charge form Buckfast Abbey for this visit, but we like to top up the
coffee and biscuit fund there, so we recommend a British tenner (£10.00) as a
gesture of our appreciation. We have to ,make our own way there, so car and
fuel cost sharing is a it of a prerequisite.

If you’re interested, let me know at somertonbees@btinternet.com

Stewart Gould

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

Don’t forget that if you have not yet renewed your member-
ship, it will become lapsed and when you renew your mem-
bership it will take up to 6 weeks to reinstate your
insurances and your subscription to BBKA NEWS.

Potential large Increases in jar prices.

The Government are intending to inflict surcharges on manufacturers of food
packaging to support the recycling of such materials. Glass will be dispropor-
tionately affected, and there is a grave danger of the price of honey jars
increasing significantly this year as a result.

Freeman & Harding, a honey jar supplier, has highlighted upcoming new UK
legislation, known as pERP, which could increase the cost of glass jars & bottles
by between 3-15p each.

The industry body British Glass is asking the public to lobby MPs as it feels the
measures will disproportionately impact glass packaging and may lead to a
switch to less easily recycled plastic.

https://www.packagingnews.co.uk/.../british-glass...
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Dates for your diary

New Beekeepers Course
Tor Ruby Club
Lowerside Lane
Glastonbury BA6 9GY

Feb 5th, 12th, 19th
somertonbees@btinternet.com
For details

Weather and Beekeeping
Geoff Blay MB

Edgar Hall, Somerton TA11 6SB
Thursday 20t March

15t practical session
New Beekeepers Course
Saturday April 5t" - 10.00am
At our apiary

Taunton Beekeepers
Auction of Beekeeping Equipment
Sunday April 6th
Ruishton Village Hall
Cheats Road
Ruishton TA3 5JD

Visit to Buckfast Abbey Bees
Saturday August 23",

Somerton Beekeepers Honey Show

Saturday September 20t
Keinton Mandeville Village Hall
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