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And so it  begins

There is some  blackthorn (prunus spinosa) blossom  emerging here in Somer-
set, but it is well  and truly out in the more sheltered areas of Dorset. Here we
have a few of the more domesticated prunus species in flower. It doesn’t
matter though because  nearly all of them produce a good crop of greenish
grey pollen for our bees.

A new harvest of pollen will encourage our queens to  boost their egg laying
activities. Although it may still be too cool for that all important first inspection,
as far as the bees are concerned, Spring has arrived.
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Letter from Chair

How sophisticated is your palate when it comes to tasting honey? I remember
years ago when I visited a Honey Farm in France, how amazed I was, by the
differences in taste of the honey produced, depending on where the hives had
been located. My favourite was a honey produced by bees that foraged on a
salt marsh but the contrast in taste to the honey from heather, woodland,
meadow and lavender was distinct. As beekeepers we look at and taste the
honey our bees produce from season to season and are struck by the subtle
differences.

Having listened to the Honey Trap on BBC Sounds this week, the issue of Honey
Fraud was explored in depth. Cheap ‘honeys’ on supermarket shelves are
imported from all over the world, with 77% coming from China. Methods of
mass production involve feeding bees cheap syrups, even if forage is available
or indeed bulking up ‘honey’ with tailor made sugars. Producers of true honey
cannot compete with the prices.

There are serious challenges faced in developing a testing system which can
detect adulterated honey. The rapid and more sophisticated production of the
fraudulent honey industry will not be easily halted. The one reassuring part of
the programme was that professional honey tasters were 100% certain that
they can detect if honey has been adulterated. So for now perhaps we can
help, in our little corner of the world, by educating our friends and family on
firstly the ‘cost’ of producing honey but more importantly the multi layered,
varied and unique taste of the honey that only OUR bees can produce!
Do take time to listen to the Honey trap, featuring Somerset BKA’s very own
Lynne Ingram, if you can…a really interesting listen!

Gillian Islip
Chair
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Apiinvert.  Syrup ready to feed  bees.  Unlike sugar solution it requires no mixing, more readily
accepted and less work required for the bees to invert    (not wasting energy), more close to a
natural food.
13kg  1 - 4 buckets  £28 each,  5 + buckets £27 each
Apifonda.  If you are venturing on a Queen rearing project this fondant is what you need.  Very
similar to  Apiinvert, it is a paste not a liquid.  If a colony becomes light through the course of the
winter a dollop of fondant could well be the difference between life and death of the bees.
1 x 2.5 Kg bag £5.00,  1 box 12.5 Kg £25,  2 + boxes £24 each
The Apiinvert can be fed as a 'gee up' in the spring, emergency feeding during the 'June gap' and of
course at the end of the season when preparing for winter.
National Foundation  Available at excellent prices.
Deep wired,  Shallow wired,  Shallow unwired  and cut comb.

email  redrascal444@gmail.comndation.  National  brood and super, 14 x 12 brood available
Eddie Howe   email:-  redrascal444@gmail.com     Mobile  07812 738793
                                                                                                  Tel.        01458  272114

Apiary site opportunity

There is an opportunity to set up a new apiary on farmland, near Wearne,
which is a short hop north of Langport. If it is of  interest, contact Joe King on
01749 890357 or at jk.pilton@btinternet.com and he will explain  the site and
possibilities.

Beginning Beekeeping course 2026

The first session of this year’s Beginners course started on Wednesday
18th February. David Furse-Roberts and Marion Nichol have organised
the course and there will be 4 facilitators teaching the 6 sessions – David
Furse-Roberts, Julian Marter, Catherine Fraser and David Rose. The
structure of the course is based on  the same as that taught successfully
by Stewart Gould and Joe King for so many years. 30 participants have
enrolled for the course with 27 in attendance on Wednesday. Given the
weather, flooding and road closures this was a great turn out!
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Asian Hornet Update from The Bee Health Advisory Forum/Fera

The Bee Health Advisory Forum/Fera have shared results from the analysis
done to identify areas where there may be a higher risk of over-wintering
Yellow Legged Hornets (YLHs). This was done using data from nests destroyed
in 2023 and 2024 to predict which nests in 2025 were more likely to have
released reproductive drones prior to destruction in 2025.

In England in 2025, a total of 32 nests were destroyed on or after 30th
September. Fera have calculated that these nests had a probability of produc-
ing reproductive drones of between 18 – 50% by that point.Therefore these
areas are considered to be of higher risk.

A map highlighting the YLH nests found and destroyed in 2025 is included
below. The nests have been coloured according to their calculated risk level.

There are 32 high risk nests (red), 35 medium risk nests (yellow) and 95 low
risk nests (green).

You will see from the above that Somerset is now at quite a high risk
with two late nests being discovered after gynes ((fertile queens) had
emerged only 13 miles from Somerset.  We need to get organised
monitoring, so if anyone would be interested in joining the Somerton
Asian Hornet team please contact me as we may be getting close to
track and trace mode.

Suzy Perkins

Somerton Asian Hornet Co-ordinator

Yeovil
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Taunton Beekeepers Spring Equipment Auction 2026

The annual Taunton Beekeepers' Spring Equipment Auction is scheduled for
Sunday, 3 April 2026, at Ruishton Village Hall, Taunton, Somerset TA3 5JD.  This
long-standing event, now in its 37th year, is a major highlight in the beekeeping
calendar, offering a wide range of second-hand beekeeping equipment includ-
ing hives, smokers, honey extraction tools, and protective gear.

Items received: 10:00 AM – 1:30 PM
Auction starts: 2:00 PM

Note: The event is ideal for both new and experienced beekeepers looking to
save money and prepare for the season. Buyers are advised to  clean any
equipment thoroughly before use to prevent disease spread.

An essential guide, written in plain language, for
any beekeeper who may be confronted by the
Asian hornet in their apiary. Covering all aspects
of defence against the hornet in and around the
apiary, this practical guide’s strength lies in its
depth and detail. Where others stop or leave
open questions, this guide ensures that the bee-
keeper has the knowledge they need.

Using measures approved and adopted by French
beekeeping organisations, Andrew explains not
just how and when to use defences but also why

you use them, the necessary combination, and where the compromises lie.

Andrew looks at the hornet’s effect on French honey bee colony losses,
the rift  between scientists and beekeepers, the controversial debate
about the spring trapping of foundress queens, the under-estimated risk
to human health, and he questions the beekeeper’s role in track and
trace and nest destruction.

Northern Bee Books £26.00
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OUR BEES NEED YOU!
If you missed Tuesday’s talk about the Asian Hornet menace (and most of you
did miss it!) you will not know that the AH nest destruction at Swyre, Dorset in
November was too late to prevent queens leaving the nest. These will be
hibernating through the winter, emerging when the weather warms up and
then migrating, up to 31miles, depending on the prevailing wind. The town of
Yeovil is only 17miles as the hornet flies, and Somerton just another 8.5 miles!
So most of us are within range of a potential  AH nest this coming season.

With luck, only a couple of the 200 queens will make it this far. But if they do,
we must do our best to attract and catch them using an Asian Hornet trap
before they establish a nest.

Migration usually starts in April so it is critical that you have a trap ready. These
traps and bait are free-issued to you  We will alert you closer to the time when
migration is expected for you to put your traps out. These traps should be
monitored daily to ensure that any European Hornets captured can be re-
leased, and traced. If an AH is captured, photograph and freeze it for confirma-
tion and inspection by the NBU. Full details on using the traps will be circulated
shortly.

This is a very important moment for all pollinators and honey bees in our
community, and further afield to prevent or, at least, restrict their spread. DO
please join in to help detect and trap these queens.

If you have any questions or need instructions, guidance or equipment, get in
touch with Suzy Perkins  at apicrepe.tengore@gmail.com

Please remember that it is illegal to release a captured Asian
hornet, unless you are licensed to do so.

Spring fire up coffee morning - Sat. 14th March

A Spring get together at the apiary between 10.00 and 12.00. Meet up
with other beekeepers - drink coffee, eat cake and be merry.

You could even donate a cake if you wish. I’m making Chelsea buns
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From the Apiary
Having just looked through the apiary report for March 25, I saw that the
extension to the Bee Space had just started, I am pleased to say it is now
complete and being used as a store, which was always the intension. The
original part of the Bee Space is being given a face lift and being used for this
years beginners course which started on Wednesday the 18th  February. The
plan is to use it for social events and any other courses once the face lift is
complete. Jobs left to do are painting the ceiling, walls, window frames and
skirting boards. Lighting has been put on the outside of the building and we
intend to have a level patio area laid at the entrance.

March is definitely the time to put your Asian Hornet traps out, all hornets
flying at this time of year will almost certainly be over-wintered queens. Each
queen trapped and dispatched prevents a new nest being established. Each
new nest can produce between 200 and 300 new queens, so it's easy to see
how important it is to get the traps out now. Don't forget once you have
caught an Asian Hornet it is illegal to release it.

We still have the seven colonies of bees that we started the winter with. All
have good levels of stores or are being fed fondant. For the past two Tuesdays
we have had some sunshine in Joe’s Meadow and bees have been flying from
all hives. We have now removed the mouse guards and woodpecker wire from
the hives.

We are hoping to replace all the boxes, roofs and floors from the seven hives
we have bees in with the refurbished and repainted hive parts we have in
store, so that the colonies will have hives in good repair and are all the same
colour. The boxes we have removed will then be refurbished  and painted. If
there are any artists out there who would like to put a design on a hive please
get in touch, it would be good to have a few stand out hives.

We are now meeting every Tuesday morning, usually between 10:00 and 12:00
but it does run over on the odd occasion, especially in spring and summer
when the bees are at there most productive. All are welcome and hot drinks
and biscuits are always available. Eric's Emporium is also open for frames and
foundation, I do believe there are a few jars left as well.

Julian Marter (Back in the saddle)
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Bee suits Offer

For the past 15 years or so we have endeavoured to help our new beekeepers
with purchasing good quality bee-suits at sensible prices. It is possible to buy a
new bee-suit for as little as £40.00. These are usually manufactured in South
East Asia, are made from heavy duty cotton and have inferior quality zips and
veils. To things you really don’t need in beekeeping are a suit which will make
you even warmer on a hot day (boil in the bag beekeeping) and failing zips or
veils at a crucial moment.

There are several suppliers of good quality suits - Oz Armor, Old Castle Farm
Hives and Sherriff, to name but a few. They haven’t, in the past,  offered
sensible discounts to beekeeping associations and one in particular is extreme-
ly expensive.

Over the years we have built up a relationship with Bbwear who manufacture
good quality suits in Cornwall, and have not only offered us good discounts on
purchases of  more than 10 suits, but have also then waived the p&p charges.
If you would be interested in taking up this offer, which will also be available
to our new beekeepers, and will be highlighted at the appropriate Beginners’
session, please have a look at the Bbwear website at
https://www.bbwear.co.uk/shop/clothing/bee-suits,  and send your require-
ments to Richard Lockyer at richard@lockyer.ch   but PLEASE, PLEASE make
sure you give him the style of suit, size and colour you require.

https://www.bbwear.co.uk/shop/clothing/bee-suits
mailto:richard@lockyer.ch
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For the first time in history Stingless bees from the Amazon have
become the first insects to be granted
legal rights anywhere in the world, in a
breakthrough supporters hope will be a
catalyst for similar moves to protect
bees elsewhere.

It means that across a broad swathe of
the Peruvian Amazon, the rainforest’s
long-overlooked native bees – which,
unlike their cousins the European hon-

eybees, have no sting – now have the right to exist and to flourish.

Anthophora dispar, the common digger bee, cultivated by Indigenous peoples
since pre-Columbian times, stingless bees are thought to be key rainforest
pollinators, sustaining biodiversity and ecosystem health.

Constanza Prieto, Latin American director at the Earth Law Center, who was
part of the campaign, said: “This ordinance marks a turning point in our
relationship with nature: it makes stingless bees visible, recognises them as
rights-bearing subjects, and affirms their essential role in preserving ecosys-
tems.”

From the Guardian newspaper
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Frame type each Per 10 Per 11
Hoffman deep frames complete £1.98 £19.80 £21.78
DN2 top bars £1.06 £10.60 £11.66
DN4 Hoffman side bars £0.46 £4.60 £5.06
Bottom bars per pair £0.46 £4.60 £5.06

Shallow frames complete £1.84 £18.40 £20.24
DN2 top bars £1.06 £10.60 £11.66
SN2 Shallow (super) side bars £0.32 £3.20 £3.52
Bottom bars per pair £0.46 £4.60 £5.06

Foundation
Deep wired foundation £1.42 £14.20 £15.62
Shallow wired foundation £0.87 £8.70 £9.57

Deep frame c/w foundation £3.40 £34.00 £37.40
Shallow frame c/w foundation £2.71 £27.10 £29.81

Please pay by BACS transfer to Somerton Beekeepers Lloyds Bank a/c no.
30407168. Sort code 30 90 90, using either the SumUp reference code or MAN
xx where xx is the number on the paper invoice from the book in the BeeSpace.
Price list valid from April 2025

Eric’s Emporium

Revised frame & foundation prices

If you have any queries regarding availability of stock, or when goods can be
collected from the apiary, contact Richard Lockyer at this dedicated email
address emporium.somertonbees@gmail.com
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Bee species in danger across Europe

The number of wild bee species in Europe at risk of extinction has more than
doubled over the past decade, while  endangered butterflies species have
almost doubled their populations .

The jeopardy facing crucial pollinators was revealed by scientific studies for the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) red list of threatened
species, which found that at least 172 bee species out of 1,928 were at risk of
extinction in Europe.

The number of butterflies threatened with extinction in Europe has increased
from 37 to 65 since the last study, conducted 14 years ago. One species, the
Madeiran large white (Pieris wollastoni) has now been declared extinct.

“Beyond their beauty and cultural significance, pollinators like bees and butter-
flies are lifelines for our health, our food systems and our economies – sustain-
ing the fruits, vegetables and seeds that nourish us,” said Grethel Aguilar, the
IUCN director general. “The latest European red list assessments reveal serious
challenges, with threats mounting for butterflies and crucial wild bee species.”

Committee changes

Both Alison Clewes and Matt Goodwin have stepped back from their responsi-
bilities on the committee. David Rose will now be the Honey show representa-
tive on the main committee, and will liaise and work as part of the Honey show
sub committee. Social events this year, will be organised by other committee
members, and hopefully Alison will be there in the background helping us
along the way!
Thank you to both Alison and Matt for their time and commitment whilst
serving on the committee.
Earlier this month, Alison organised a fire safety inspection and we are current-
ly working to ensure that the Bee space and grounds are fully compliant.
Fortunately there were no ‘red’ findings but a number of issues which we will
address quickly.
Other issues discussed this month at our committee meeting included prepar-
ing for the new Beginners course, further development of the Bee Space and
grounds, forthcoming events and how we will prioritise projects for expendi-
ture, this year.
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            President
            Joe King

Jk.pilton@btinternet.com
             01749 890357

            Chair
             Gillian Islip

chair.somertonbees@gmail.com
              07796 511121

             Vice Chair
     David Furse-Roberts

pruefurseroberts@gmail.com

Secretary
Marion Nicol

secretary.somertonbees@gmail.com

Treasurer
Sarah Griffiths

treasurer.somertonbees@gmail.com

Membership Secretary
Alison Dykes

alison.dykes@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Stewart Gould

somertonbees@btinternet.com

Honey Show Sub Committee
David Rose, Ross Hendry, Kerri Hendry

County Trustee
Suzy Perkins

apicrepe.tengore@gmail.com

Apiary Manager
Julian Marter

Juliandjulian@hotmail.co.uk

Extraction Equipment Loan
John Speirs

01458 241831

Social Secretary
Position vacant

Members’ Representatives
Eric McLaughlin, David Rose

Dates for your diary

Spring Fire Up! Coffee Morning
Saturday 14th March

10am -12 noon
The Apiary

What pollen does for your bees
Stewart Gould

Thurs. 26th March - 7.30pm
Edgar Hall, Somerton, TA11 6SB

Auction
Secondhand beekeeping equipment

2.00 Sunday, 3 April
 Ruishton Village Hall, Taunton, Somer-

set TA3 5JD.

A talk by
The Bumble Bee Conservation Trust

Thursday April 16th - 7.30pm
Edgar Hall, Somerton, TA11 6SB

Visit to Buckfast Abbey Bees
Saturday 16th May 2026

mailto:Chair.somertonbees@gmail.com

