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Swarming Season

Swarming  got off to a slow start this year, and I haven’t any good news for the
14 people  waiting for swarms to replace lost colonies  - or to start their
beekeeping experience with. Hopefully that will all change in the next few
days, and by the time this newsletter goes out, there will be reports coming in
from all over the area.

I have been taking part in the Devon Apiculture Research Group’s swarm trial
and have 5 bait hives out,  with different configurations. There has been
interest from scout bees in 3 of the hives - and one has actually attracted a
swarm - but from one of my own hives, so I’m hanging on to that one.
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What is this life if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare?
(opening lines to poem by WH Davies
1911)

After the talk by Kath from the Bumblebee
Conservation Trust, I took great pleasure,
during a short stay in the Cotswolds, in
standing and staring at Bumblebees at work
on white dead nettle (Lamium album)…..a ‘weed’ that also happens to grow
freely alongside a fence in my garden. It was fascinating to watch the Bumble-
bees moving from flower to flower collecting nectar with their tongues. I began
to get my eye in on how to identify them and in a surge of enthusiasm, joined
the Bumblebee Conservation Trust and signed up to do a regular bee walk…
Well why not? I walk my dog twice a day along familiar tracks, double up these
duties with  Somerset’s volunteer ’adopt a path’ initiative and now these walks
will have further added value if I contribute to ‘people’s science’ and reporting
sightings of bumblebees at work along ‘my path’. Standing and staring is a
favourite activity on these walks anyway…
It was through ‘people science’ that a rare sighting of a shrill carder bee was
reported last summer near Harry’s Cider in Long Sutton. Previous to this, there
had been some despondency as there had been no reported sightings at Lytes
Cary, a known location for this rare bee. If Colin, who reported the sighting had
not been a keen Bumblebee observer with the skills to identify the bee, it
would not have been identified or reported.

It is these observation skills, essential for any beekeeper, as well as scientists,
that are fundamental to ‘people’s science’. When I retired from education, I
had become concerned that too much science in school was being taught
through online resources…many of them extremely good, but in the drive to
get through curriculum content, less time was spent outside the classroom and
learning through observation…standing and staring. Surely this is the most
effective way to develop children’s skills for life, so they can continue to
explore the wonder of the natural world? However, I was heartened this week
to hear from a good friend who teaches in Southall, West London that she has
rewritten the science curriculum for her group of schools to include more
investigative work outside and was thrilled with observations made by 6 year
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olds during a lesson last week, when observing changes to ‘their tree’ across
the seasons and making further discoveries of it, as a habitat.  Future ‘people
scientists’ in the making?

Bumblebees face challenges similar to those of the honey bee with the threat
of habitat loss, climate change, use of pesticides and so small things that we
do for our bees in our gardens can make a difference to all bees. It was
interesting that competition for forage with the honey bee was not stressed
during the talk. Yes, there is crossover with some shared resources but Bum-
blebees with their generally longer tongues (from 5.8mm to over 12mm) to
honey bees (6.6mm) can forage on long tubed flowers and are also able to
forage in cooler, wetter weather and manage less abundant flowers.

So small things we can do for our bees, can benefit all bees, including avoiding
the use of pesticides in our gardens, planting a variety of flowers for each
season and not being too fastidious when ‘tidying’ or weeding. Furthermore,
why not support no Mow May? If, like me, you can’t face leaving all your grass,
have fun creating swathes of longer grass and observe the differences that
evolve over the month….

Gillian Islip (Chair)

Items for Sale:

A stainless steel manual 8 frame radial extractor - £250;

A 2-part plastic uncapping tray plus frame holder, 2-part stainless steel strain-
er, serrated knife and settling tank(20l?) with honey gate - £50;

2 supers with about 10 frames (pre-used) made up with foundation, 4 new
un-made frames, and some sheets of wired foundation - £30;

3 Queen excluders, 2 nylon dummy boards, and a few other bits and pieces -
£10.

Please contact Paul Teague, tel 07789 131720 or email
teaguepp@hotmail.com
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Winter losses

The winter of 2024/25 was chron-
ic for me, as I lost all my hives for
different reasons, and I put it
down to bad beekeeping on my
part, although one became
queen-less in the October. Two
blew over in the November
storms, which could, arguably, be
my fault, but the remaining three
foundered in the January of 25,
which I  now attribute to the
warm wet weather, and its  asso-
ciated problems. Having said that, I did photograph wasps going into the
remaining three hives - in January of 2025.

This last winter  treated me much more kindly, and of the 4 hives which I went
into winter with, three  have survived and are very healthy indeed. Thanks in
no small part to the kindness of Gillian (our Chair), Donna Morrison and Ian
Dibben, who very kindly donated colonies to  me.

I have been fortunate, not only in having some extremely altruistic friends, but
in the over-winter success  of my new charges. It seems that I started a very
unwelcome trend in my ‘annus horribilis’, and it rolled over into this last winter
for many beekeepers and has dealt some horrible blows. One of our members
has lost 12 of his 23 colonies. Another has lost all 6 of hers - and the story goes
on, so what is the cause?

If you have a warm wet winter, the queen will probably not go ‘off lay’ at all,
and that means there will be sealed and unsealed brood in the hive all the way
through. Nearly all beekeepers treat for varroa in December, using oxalic acid
treatments, but as it can’t penetrate brood cappings,  and varroa breed in
sealed brood cells, it’s easy to see that varroa are not fully controlled in these
weather conditions.

More winter brood, more varroa.

Stewart Gould
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Apiinvert.  Syrup ready to feed  bees.  Unlike sugar solution it requires no mixing, more readily
accepted and less work required for the bees to invert    (not wasting energy), more close to a
natural food.
13kg  1 - 4 buckets  £28 each,  5 + buckets £27 each
Apifonda.  If you are venturing on a Queen rearing project this fondant is what you need.  Very
similar to  Apiinvert, it is a paste not a liquid.  If a colony becomes light through the course of the
winter a dollop of fondant could well be the difference between life and death of the bees.
1 x 2.5 Kg bag £5.00,  1 box 12.5 Kg £25,  2 + boxes £24 each
The Apiinvert can be fed as a 'gee up' in the spring, emergency feeding during the 'June gap' and of
course at the end of the season when preparing for winter.
National Foundation  Available at excellent prices.
Deep wired,  Shallow wired,  Shallow unwired  and cut comb.

email  redrascal444@gmail.comndation.  National  brood and super, 14 x 12 brood available
Eddie Howe   email:-  redrascal444@gmail.com     Mobile  07812 738793
                                                                                                  Tel.        01458  272114
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Apiary report April 26

Further inspections of the bees have found that at present we still have seven
colonies, I say at present because we are still waiting to see if hive 6 has
superseded successfully. The signs are good, the queen cell has been vacated
and the bees seem content, however, we have not seen eggs yet, if it's not
successful then we will try putting a frame with eggs in from another hive, this
is referred to as a rescue frame. Hives 2 and 21 have both been split twice on
consecutive weeks. This is unusual but both colonies seem strong enough to
stand it. If all goes well with the splits we may have ten colonies. I'm hoping to
build our colonies up to ten and if we reach that number then we can think
about more splits which can be brought on in nucleus hives and sold on to
members who need them.

The beginners’ theory course has now finished and we are moving into the
practical course, the first of which was on Saturday 11th April. Unfortunately it
was too cold to open the hives but we got suited up and fed syrup to the splits
from hives 2 and 21, so at least the beginners saw some bees, albeit through a
Perspex crown board.

Also at the apiary the mouse infestation is now under control, with so far no
new mice entering the building. We have acquired smoke detectors to be fitted
in the Bee Space. We have not yet acquired the metal shed which will be used
to store flammable items and sources of flame and spark. We are however
hoping to get it up and running by the end of May.

The usual reminder that we meet every Tuesday at the apiary between 09:30
and 12:00ish. Everyone is welcome and if you don't yet have bees then it is an
opportunity to get some experience in handling bees so that you are not going
into bee keeping totally blind. Hot drinks and biscuits are as usual an essential
part of this meeting. Eric's Emporium will also be open for sales of various bee
keeping items.

Julian Marter
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SWARMING HAS BEGUN. PUT OUT YOUR BAIT HIVE

Last month we printed an article on how to set up a bait hive and how useful
they can be. Last week I felt that I should practice what I preach and set up my
own bait hive on a flat tin roof six foot off the ground. I used the Ged Marshall
method as described in the last newsletter. After three days increasing num-
bers of scout bees were investigating it and three days later a swarm moved in
one lunch time. I always enjoy swarms and it was a pleasure to see them arrive.

In the evening I added the extra eight deep frames needed to avoid them filling
the brood box with chaotic wild comb and placed an eight pint contact feeder
on the top filled with thick syrup. I will now leave them alone for a week or
more before I carry out an inspection. Hopefully as it is a prime swarm I hope
to see eggs and young larvae.

There were significant losses last winter and therefore early swarms may well
be at a premium this spring not only to replenish lost colonies and also our
beginners will be on the look out for their first colony. Do consider setting up
a bait hive, there is nothing to lose and you may well be lucky. Last year I set
up my bait hive and soon a swarm moved in. After letting them settle in and
become established I moved them on and set up the bait hive again. Several
weeks later a second swarm moved in!

There are no guarantees of course, but one of our long term members several
years ago set up a bait hive and went out for a hair- cut. When he returned a
couple of hours later a swarm had moved in! This may well be a case of
boldness doesn’t favour the bald, but with or without hair bait hives are worth
a try.

If you would like further information you could always give me a ring.

Joe King 01749 890357
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Field to Food Event  2026

Somerset and Wiltshire Beekeepers put on a good display at this annual
eventat the Bath & West Show-ground in April, with an observation hive of
bees, products of the hive, a virtual hive to explain the life of the Honey bee
and a Asian Hornet stand.

The event which is in its 8th year hosted a total of 977 Primary school children,
aged 7-11 years from schools from across Somerset, Wiltshire and Dorset
invited to participate.

Somerton Branch was again well represented this year by myself and Mark
Gullick.  We talked about the Yellow Legged Hornet, and demonstrated how to
make up frames up to go into a hive.  We gave out lots of leaflets to both
children and teachers on the Asian Hornet and how to report it.

Suzy Perkins

Somerton Asian Hornet Lead

Somerset BKA Trustee -  Update

Year books have been printed  & have been delivered to Allison Dykes who will
arrange distribution.

SBKA Trustees authorised Lynne Ingram to purchase 1,500 Asian Hornet traps
at a vastly reduced rate of £2.93 per trap.  This will enable all SBKA members
to monitor for the YLH.   Traps will be available to all branches to collect and
give them free to members.

The County Website is in the process of being updated and will need to be
investigated as to costs etc.  The Chairman and Treasurer are currently looking
at the best way forward.

The Draft SBKA AGM minutes are on the Somerset website which gives details
of all the projects various Trustees are in the process of completing.

The next SBKA Trustees meeting is on the 12th May via zoom.

 Suzy Perkins - Somerton SBKA Trustee
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Asian Hornet Update

SBKA Trustees have authorised Lynne Ingram to purchase 1,500 Asian Hornet
traps at a vastly reduced rate of £2,93 per trap.  This will enable all SBKA
members to monitor for the YLH.   Traps were available for all branches to
collect this weekend.  I collected Somerton’s order of 50 additional traps and a
container of Trappit.  This means that any members that don’t have a trap can
collect it from the apiary.

If we need additional Trappit I can  order via Lynne.  Nick Potts Yeovil YLH team
leader has offered to lead workshops for members to make their own traps.

There is a YLH stand at the Bath and West Show again this year.  If anyone
would like to volunteer to help on the stand this year please contact Lynne
Ingram direct at lynneci@hotmail.co.uk

I have been able to obtain small empty Jam pots from Dobbies garden centre
to put in the traps.  They are available to collect when you pick up  traps.

Martin Smith from BDI gave a zoom talk and demonstration on the 21st of April
to all County AH team leaders on the Yellow Legged Hornet – Co-ordinators
Map.  The Somerton Branch area is divided up into 1 Kilometre monitoring
squares.  The aim is to try and get people to put up traps in each of the square
as possible across the County to monitor for the YLH.  If you would like to
monitor an area please let me know so I can allocate a square(s) that you can
actively monitor..

Suzy Perkins - Somerton Asian Hornet Lead

Fuel Contingency plans

With the blockade of the Strait of Hormuz showing no signs of easing, the cost
of fuel is bound to rise even further ((£1.89 per. litre for petrol in Castle Cary).
It may therefore prove difficult for some members to get to the apiary to help
with managing the association hives.

If you live reasonably close to the apiary and think that you could lend a helping
hand, please let Julian Marter know at juliandjulian@hotmail.co.uk

We will all be very appreciative.

mailto:lynneci@hotmail.co.uk
juliandjulian@hotmail.co.uk
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Eric’s Emporium will be open every third Saturday 9.00 - 10.30
until further notice

Revised frame & foundation prices

If you have any queries regarding availability of stock, or when goods can be
collected from the apiary, contact Richard Lockyer at this dedicated email
address emporium.somertonbees@gmail.com
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Eric’s Emporium

As the seasons gets underway, there is news from the Emporium:

So that more members can take advantage, we have agreed to open the
apiary on the 3rd Saturday of the month, from 9.30 – 10.30 for a trial period,
April, May, June and July.  We will see how many people turn up.  Also, there
will be someone there on the usual Tuesday mornings (10.00-12.00), and also
when the beginners’ practical is running - normally on the 1st Saturday,
10.00-12.00.

 We have our usual supply of frames/foundation – and were lucky enough to
purchase a large amount from a retiring beekeeper, so we have been able to
(slightly) reduce our prices – as attached.

Freeman and Harding have pointed out that the earlier we order jars, the
less delay. Also, obviously we don’t know what’s going to happen with
transport costs/diesel availability, so good to get our order in ASAP.  Please
order to emporium.somertonbees@gmail.com, by 3rd May, and prepay.
Prices are as follows:
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Swarming and the swarm list

In view of the large amount of winter losses, you may want to re-stock using a
swarm, or two. As in Joe’s article, you can put out your own bait hive, but if you
add your name to the swarm list, you will be informed of any swarms near you
which need a new home. .However, the onus is on you to collect -AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE. If I can’t get hold of you, I will simply go to the next on the list. The
prime reason is that swarms tend not to hang around long before they move
on.

Contact Stewart Gould at somertonbees@btinternet.com with your phone
number.

April’s committee Meeting

We were small in number but had a very positive April meeting in which we
had the opportunity to discuss certain items on the agenda in depth. We
continue to make good progress with actions needed after our recent fire
assessment. We also discussed the extended use of the apiary building and
facilities that we may need to develop in the future and further extended our
knowledge of WCs and septic tanks!

It seems that Somerset Food Trail will not take place this year and so we have
decided to hold an Open morning on Sunday 21st June 2026, where we will
open up the apiary to the general public and have hive inspections, Honey
tasting, trying on beesuits etc. This may be the opportunity for members of
Somerton Branch to sell honey. We responded to the County’s plans for
updating the SBKA website by listing features we would like for our Branch
page and also discussed the Beginners course. We also discussed forthcoming
events and the future Winter talks programme. Other discussion items will be
covered in other articles within this newsletter.

mailto:somertonbees@btinternet.com  
mailto:somertonbees@btinternet.com  
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Follow up to questions from the Bumblebee Conservation Trust Talk

it was so rewarding to speak to
such a knowledgeable and en-
gaged audience. Thanks to your
generosity I was able to forward
£68 to BBCT from sales and do-
nations, and any donation you
make for the talk itself will be
gratefully received.
I have followed up on the ques-
tions I couldn’t answer, namely
predation of bumblebees by
Asian hornets and whether the
decline in Great Yellows is thought to be as a result of climate change.  I also
asked about bumblebee survival under water.  Miranda from BBCT sent the
following reply:
In terms of Asian hornets, there's a great paper here
(https://www.nature.com/articles/s42003-023-05329-5#Sec7) which de-
scribes interactions between Asian hornets and bumblebees. The research
found that although hornets target bumblebees, they were entirely unsuccess-
ful. Bumblebees appear to have a strategy of dropping to the ground, which
dislodges the hornet and then they fly away. The Trust is not concerned about
them in terms of bumblebee predation but continues to be informed by re-
search as it emerges. I've heard Richard Comont, the Trust's Science Manager,
make reference to a Channel Islands study that did find some evidence of
successful predation on bumblebees. However, bumblebees exist in much
lower densities and are dispersed across the landscape than honeybees do so
the impacts are likely to be much reduced.
In terms of the Great Yellow bumblebee, their loss is largely due to loss of
habitat. Although they were more widespread at one time, they were never
present in high numbers, and the loss of habitat is likely to have just fragment-
ed populations which then died out over time. It's difficult to say whether they
are more successful where they are now specifically because of the climate as
we don't have other populations, further south, to compare them to.
Great questions, I hope that helps.

Kath Thornton
Bumble Bee Conservation Trust
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Dates for your diary

Visit to Buckfast Abbey Bees
Saturday 16th May 2026

Apiary Open Day
Sunday 21st June

An opportunity for interested members of the
public to come and see what we do

NO ENTRY CHARGE
Cakes and coffee extra

Free Summer Workshop 1
Preparing Honey for sale and showing

Wednesday 12th August, 7pm,
At our apiary

Free Summer Workshop 2
Preparing Wax for sale and showing

Wednesday 19th August, 7pm,
At our Apiary

Somerton Beekeepers Honey Show
& Artisan Market

Saturday 19th September, 12–5pm
Keinton Mandeville Village Hall

TA11 6ES
Novice judging from 9am,

All New Beekeepers welcome to attend.

mailto:Chair.somertonbees@gmail.com

