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Although entries were affected by the chronically bad beekeeping season,
among other things, it didn’t mean the standard was lower, as this entry from
Rob Harrison attests. The judges at our recent Honey Show were so impressed
that they awarded him the Best entry in show award. In Honey Shows with
more than 100 entries they can, at their discretion, also award a Blue Ribbon.
Rob’s photographs were adjudged to be well worthy of this accolade. On top
of all this praise, winning a blue ribbon affords Rob free passage to the
National Honey Show at Sandown Park, near Esher in Surrey - to be held this

year from 24t - 26t October. We wish him well.
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Somerton Beekeepers’ 2024 Honey Show

The sun gods certainly looked down kindly on us for this years Somerton Beekeep-
ers’ 2024 Honey show at Keinton Mandeville Village Hall. Gale force winds and
thunder and lightening had been forecast, but apart from one short sharp shower
in the morning the skies stayed dry. This made for the usual good atmosphere and
spending was brisk in the Honey tent and around the Artisan market.

There was a reasonable amount of entries in the end, around 240 overall, but this
was down on previous years and 100 of those came in the week leading up to the
event. It was a family affair in the Novice classes with Dawn Morgan taking first
place and Tim Morgan taking the runners up spot. The Somerton trophy for most
points overall went to David Rose, but the best exhibit in the show was won by Rob
Harrison for his series of photos. Congratulations to all our winners, see the full list
below and to our local MP, Sarah Dyke, for once again giving up her time to present
the prizes.

The current Honey Show committee have made the difficult decision to step down
and want to pass the baton on to a new team. Everyone comments on what a great
day it is, but the work that goes in is immense and it seems that the number of
willing volunteers goes down every year. Those that helped this year, and there
are too many to mention, but you know who you are, thank you. This event is
Somerton’s show case, an opportunity to not only have some friendly competition,
but to interact with the general public and inform them about all matters relating
to beekeeping, including the Asian Hornet. It’s really an event that all members
should think about getting involved with in some way. So, if you are up for a
challenge and would like to be part of a team to organise next year’s show then
please get in touch, sooner rather than later. If not, sadly there might not be a next
year!

Just a last word, if you did walk off by mistake with jars of honey or jars of pre-
serves that weren’t yours, please could you make every effort to return them.

Thank you.

Honey Show committee
Alison, David, Fred

And the 2024 winners were:

THE NOVICE SHIELD — Dawn Morgan



And the 2024 winners were:

THE NOVICE SHIELD — Dawn Morgan
Awarded for the most points gained in the Novice classes 1-10

THE NOVICE TROPHY - Tim Morgan
Runner up in classes 1-10

THE CHALLENGE CUP - David Rose
Awarded for the most points gained in classes 11-28

THE MORRIS PLAQUE - Catherine Fraser
Awarded to the runner up in classes 11-28

E C. H. LANGFORD PERPETUAL CUP — Jerry Spence
Awarded to the best exhibit in the Light Honey class 11

THE BILL HARRIS CUP — David Rose
Awarded to the best exhibit in the Composite class 20

THE PEARCE COOKERY PLATE - Karen Rose
Awarded for the most points in the Cookery classes 29-34

THE JOHN LINDARS MEMORIAL TROPHY — Rob Harrison
Awarded for the most points in the photographic classes 41-46

THE PERKINS GOBLET — Catherine Fraser
Awarded for the most points in the drinks classes 35-40

THE SOMERTON DIVISIONAL TROPHY - David Rose
Awarded for the most points gained overall in classes 1-48

ALLCOMERS’ CLASSES PRIZE GIFT VOUCHER - Rob Kingsnorth
Awarded for the most points in classes 49-59

CHILDRENS AWARD - Max Landigran
Awarded for the best exhibit in Children's classes 60—63

ALLCOMERS’ HONEY CLASSES — David Rose
Awarded for the most points in classes 64-74 PTO
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THE ALAN BROMLEY AWARD & National Honey Show Blue Ribbon — Rob Harri-
son
Awarded for the best exhibit in the Show

Best in Show and Blue Ribbon

Rob Harrison receiving the Alan Bromley cup for the photography classes and
the Blue Ribbon, for ‘Best in Show’ from Liberal Democrat MP Sarah Dyke.



David Rose, winner off several prizes,
with MP Sarah Dyke

Rob Kingsnorth accepting
the Allcomers’ prize

Our Raffle Organisers
Lizzie & Dave Reynolds
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Tim Morgan winner o the Novice Cup

Accepting the Novice Shield
on behalf of his wife Dawn

A visit from the Green Man




Dear Members,
Show time! :
| want to start by thanking the Honey Show "™
committee for organising another outstand- &-
ing show this year. Having seen some of the
organisers in the week leading up to the .| ®
show, | know just how much time, effort and
goodwill goes into making the show such a
success. You are an amazing team! Thank
you also to all the volunteers who quietly offer their help and do so much to
contribute to the day. We are very fortunate to have you in our association.
FINALLY, thank you to all of you who supported the show by taking the time
and trouble to enter and attend the show...without your entries, there would
be no show! The quality and standard of entries was truly impressive. What
better way to promote, to any show visitor, the delights and benefits of bee-
keeping!

Joys of Honey..
In this month, another day is approaching in which you are encouraged to
promote and show off the joys, taste and uses of your honey. The BBKA’s

National Honey day is on 215t October. The aim of the day is to promote and
celebrate, to the wider public, the benefits and uses of honey by asking
beekeepers to publicise their honey, honey products and any tips or honey
recipes that they may have. We would love to receive any of your photos etc
for our Facebook Page. Please email them to me at gillianislip@gmail.com and
| will forward them to our Facebook page administrators. More savvy social
media users can use #NationalHoneyDay #LocalHoney #Beekeeping.

This is also an opportunity to campaign for improved honey labelling that first
and foremost details which honey is produced in the UK. At present many
members of the public are unaware of the worldwide fraud affecting imported
honey or that consumers are currently able to buy products labelled ‘honey’
that contain corn syrup as well as chemicals. Some imported honey has never
been collected by a bee!

On that note it is beholden on us to take our own honey labelling seriously to
ensure it is fully compliant with regulations. This has been detailed previously,
in our own newsletters, but there was also a helpful article in the September
edition of the BBKA news on pages 12-15.
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The AGM is approaching and there will be some vacancies on our committee.
If you feel you would like to have the opportunity to steer the work we
undertake as a local association, and you have skills that may be helpful, we
would love to hear from you. Please get in touch for an informal chat so that
you can find out more about what is involved. No obligation to go ahead if it is
not for you! Contact either Alison Clewes (our secretary) or myself. Both
contact email addresses are on the back page.

Finally I do hope you are finding that your colonies are healthy and strong and
that your winter preparations are in place, so that your bees have enough
protection and stores to survive through the months that lie ahead.

Happy Beekeeping!
Gillian Islip
Chair, Somerton and District Beekeepers

Skep making course

A small but select group of Somerton members

met on Sunday 22" September at the divisional
apiary. | must say | found it very relaxing and
therapeutic, albeit a little frustrating at first!

| had the choice of either continuing with my
existing skep, originally started at the Royal Bath
&West Show over 25 years ago!!! or start from
scratch. | chose the latter, as | had no idea how
to start. Thanks to the expert guidance of Vanessa Woodford from Taunton
Beekeepers Association | now have the base of a new skep to be continued at
our next training session.

Thanks very much to Vanessa for making our day fun and informative. I think |
may have found a new addiction. Also many thanks to my dear wife Suzy for
all her work in organising the course. I'm looking forward very much to com-
pleting my new skep, and my 25 year old skep too.

Bernie Perkins



News from the Antipodes

A Bee Supermarket is opening at Ambury Re-
gional Park near Auckland, New Zealand, to feed
one of our best pollinators and educate young
gardeners during the school holidays. It will liter-
ally be a supermarket where bees can go shop-
ping for food in a miniature garden where the
aisles and shelves will be stocked with flowers to attract them, with a checkout area.
The supermarket will be outside and surrounded by hedges.

September is Bee Awareness Month and is promoted by Apiculture New Zealand to
encourage Kiwis to plant more bee friendly plants and to stop using deadly pesticides,
depleting bee hives and populations. The Ministry of Primary Industries does an
annual bee survey and found in 2023 that New Zealand lost 12.7% of honeybee
colonies over winter, mainly due to the varroa mite. (Bee colony loss survey/MPI)

HPIL SAVOIE/NPL/ONE SHOT / STUFF WINTER LOSSES SURVEY

This was lower than losses in 2021 and 2022, and improvements were likely due to
regular pest and disease inspections and control, and more vigilant reporting to the
pest and disease hotline (0800 80 99 66).

The Bee Supermarket is the brainchild of Woolworths, urban beekeeping
business Bees Up Top, and Ambury Park, based in Mangere Bridge, Auckland. The
supermarket is designed to coincide with the school holidays, September 28 to Octo-
ber 6, and bee experts will be on hand to teach children about the best flowers to
plant in their home gardens to attract and feed bees. These include lavender, purple
aster, foxglove, borage, harakeke, hebe and manuka.

PIXABAY / NZ GARDENER

There will be a scavenger hunt, educational activities and goodie bags to give out.
Ambury Park also has a working farm, coastal trails and bird watching areas.
Woolworths general manager of fruit and marketing, Ryan McMullen, says bees
pollinate 70% of all crops eaten by humans. But bee populations are declining be-
cause of pesticides, climate change and habitat destruction.

Aotearoa is home to 27 native species of native bees, he says, and Woolworths
wanted to make young people aware of their importance to the food chain and
ecosystems.



Apiinvert. Syrup ready to feed bees. Unlike sugar solution it requires no mixing, more
readily accepted and less work required for the bees to invert (not wasting energy),
more close to a natural food.

13kg 1-4boxes £26 each, 5 + boxes £25 each

Apifonda. If you are venturing on a Queen rearing project this fondant is what you
need. Very similar to Apiinvert, it is a paste not a liquid. If a colony becomes light
through the course of the winter a dollop of fondant could well be the difference
between life and death of the bees.

1x 2.5 Kg bag £5.00, 1 box 12.5 Kg £25, 2 + boxes £24 each

The Apiinvert can be fed as a 'gee up' in the spring, emergency feeding during the 'June
gap' and of course at the end of the season when preparing for winter.

National Foundation Available at excellent prices.

Deep wired, Shallow wired, Shallow unwired and cut comb.

For any of the above please ring :- 07812738793, 01458 272114 ( leave a message )
email redrascald44@gmail.com

Click & Collect

www.mikes-bee-supplies.com
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Cash or Card
(no cheques) .
:"":E] [ [P} Find us at

72 Wembdon Hill
Wembdon
Bridgwater
Somerset.
TA6 7TPZ




From the apiary

With all the honey extracted, twelve supers in all, we are now concentrating
on feeding. After combining hives two and four we are left with eight colonies
to take into the winter. Six are being fed syrup, the remaining two, after hefting
were adjudged to have enough stores but they have been given wet supers to
clean out. We will of course check all colonies for stores every week.

Varroa boards were put on all colonies and after seven days a count of fallen
mites was made, in all cases the mite count was low, so it was decided to skip
the autumn treatment but still carry out the winter oxalic acid treatment later
on in the year.

A note of heath & Safety.

Having taken bees from hive one for the observation hive, which was used at
the honey show, when | took them back | put on a bee suit, gloves etc. but |
thought a smoker wouldn't be required as the bees were passive when we
removed them. | couldn't have been more wrong! When | removed the crown
board the bees EXPLODED out of the hive and immediately surrounded me. |
"calmly" replaced the crown board and went with my entourage to get a
smoker. By now the smoker was largely useless, so | pushed on putting the
bees from the observation hive back in their home and tried to retreat to
safety. After many minutes of smoking myself to disperse the bees | managed
to get into the Bee Space and close the door quickly behind me. | got out of my
bee keeping gear, had a coffee and a kit-kat then tried to leave, however | was
immediately joined by the bees, so | quickly retreated and closed the door
again. It was only on the third attempt that the bees allowed me to leave with
only two stings. The morale being, ALWAYS visit your bees fully equipped no
matter how passive they were when you last visited them.

Just to remind everyone that we meet every Tuesday between 09:30 and 12:00
to look after the bees and apiary grounds. Everyone is welcome, even if you
only have questions or want to talk to other bee keepers. Tea, coffee and
biscuits are supplied. Eric's emporium is also open for frames, foundation and
jars at very competitive prices.

Julian Marter.
07836655647
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Eric’s Emporium
Supplies available from the apiary

There is a stock of frames, foundation and jars at the apiary which are available
for purchase every Tuesday morning and on Saturdays when there is a New
Beekeepers’ practical session. The stock of jars is rapidly decreasing and won’t
be topped up until lat July. Check with Eric McLaughlin if you wish to visit.

All frames and foundation are for National hives

DN4 - Deep National Hoffman frames - £0.75 each
10 frames - £7.50
11 frames - £8.25

DN4 frames are self spacing Hoffman pattern

Standard wired brood foundation £1.50 per sheet
£15.00 for 10 sheets
£16.50 for 11 sheets

SN1 Shallow National frames £1.20 each
10 frames - £12.00
11 frames - £13.20

Wired Super foundation £9.50 for 10 sheets
£9.50 or 10 sheets
£10.45 for 11sheets

SN1 frames are straight sided and will need plastic/metal spacers

Honey jars
1 1b (454g) round jars - metal lids - 72 per box. £38.88 (2 boxes left)
120z (340g) round jars - metal lids - 72 Jars per box £42.48 (12 boxes left)

120z. hexagonal jars - metal lids - 33 jars per tray £15.18 (27 trays left)
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Extension to the Apiary building

|
Existing Building Proposed Extension /'/
/1
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Now, you would think that adding an extension to an existing storage
building, but doing no other work - no removal of hedging, no felling of
trees, no increase in vehicular traffic, no outdoor lighting or any other
change or increase of use would be a simple thing to get through the
planning process.

That’s what | thought too. | made the original application and did the
drawings, but this time | couldn’t seek the guidance of a planning officer.
Somerset Council South planning dept. don’t take telephone calls or accept
personal visits to their offices. Furthermore, you can’t deliver your applica-
tion or send it by post. You have to submit through the online planning
portal. You can make an initial submission and they will judge its suitability
for a small fee of £85.00. On the other hand, you can make the application
at a cost of £684.00. That’s what | did and it was thrown back as being in
need of about 50 petty adjustments.

Fortunately our members Ashley & Joan Middleton have offered us 2 hours
of their planning consultant’s precious time. This extremely generous ges-

ture is being taken up, and | am meeting with him on 9™ October, so that
we can hopefully put the lid on this application and get things moving.

Stewart Gould
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Recipe or fondant

This is, basically, a recipe for fudge, but without butter or flavouring. The
addition of a little citric acid or lemon juice will invert the sugar, turning it into
fructose and glucose. This will slow down the speed at which it spoils and
dissuade it from going completely solid. This recipe will take 1gm of citric acid,
which is the amount contained in 20g of lemon juice.

You will need 1 large saucepan 1 hand or electric mixer (or a large spoon), a
Cooking thermometer & moulds (semi transparent take-away food containers

are ideal)

1 kg granulated sugar, 300ml water, 20g of lemon juice. Pour sug-
ar, water and lemon juice into saucepan and bring to the boil,
stirring occasionally.

Remove lid and check temperature with cooking thermometer,
continue on a rolling boil with lid off until temperature reaches
234°F (112°C).

Remove from heat and cool to around 160°F (71°C).

Whip with mixer (preferably electric) until mixture begins to be-
come opaque and creamy in colour.

Mix until it becomes difficult to do so.

Pour into containers and replace lid, otherwise it will attract
moisture.

Allow to cool undisturbed. If you can remember sugar mice, that
is what it should look like, but a little softer to the touch.

To feed bees, remove lid & place inverted tubs over the feed
hole in crown board, immediately above brood chamber. Place
an eke on crown board and replace roof. An eke is a frame about
50mm high and the same outline as the hive. It simply ekes out a
little room to put things in.

It is the stirring while cooling that ensures it doesn’t set like a rock. Just like
soft set honey, stirring stops the crystals from bonding to each other.

Note: If you intend to store your fondant, keep it in tightly sealed containers
in a cool and dry place. Don’t feed too much to the bees at one time, as it will
attract moisture, become gooey and run through the feed hole.

If you are buying fondant, make sure that it contains no additives which could
be harmful to bees.
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Dates for your diary

Talk from Clare Densley & Martin Hann
of Buckfast Abbey Bees

Thursday 315t October
7.30pm
Edgar Hall, Somerton
TA1l 6SB

Somerton Beekeepers AGM
Somerton Parish Rooms
TA11 7NB

Wednesday 27" November
7.30pm
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President
Jackie Mosedale
01458 241146

Chair
Gillian Islip
gillianislip@gmail.com
01458 241562

Vice chair
Michele Wilson
michelewilson1747 @gmail.com

Secretary
Alison Clewes

pansypots@icloud.com

Treasurer
Sarah Griffiths
s_e_lund@hotmail.com

Membership Secretary
Alison Dykes

Librarian
Sarah Kent
01749 670423

Honey Show sub committee
David Rose, Alison Dykes

Newsletter Editor
Stewart Gould
01749 860755
somertonbees@btinternet.com

Events Programme
Position vacant

County Trustee
Suzy Perkins

Deputy Delegates
David Rose

Apiary Manager
Joe King
01749 890357

Extraction Equipment Loan
John Speirs
01458 241831
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