
 

Please send any copy for the July 2024 edition to me by the 15th June 2024  

Email: sophieprestige@gmail.com  

  

Chair’s Annual Report to Members  

This has been a very significant year for both me as your new Chair and for the 

Somerset Beekeepers Association Charity (SBKA).  Significant for me, simply because I 

identified a serious personal liability issue for our Trustees at our first meeting and that 

quickly became an unexpected and very time-consuming challenge to remove. It was 

significant for the SBKA Charity as the only practical solution to remove the Trustee 

personal liability was convert to a CIO (Charitable  

Incorporated Organisation) charity.  That meant going through the process of creating 

a new charity from scratch, getting the Charity Commission’s consent to register it and 

then moving everyone and everything from the old charity and into the new.  Easy to 

say but much harder to achieve in reality.  

The new SBKA Charity constitution was finally drafted by the middle of November and 

permission was sought from our Trustees to submit it to the Charity Commission at the 

November old style Council Meeting.  Our application was submitted in early January 

and was unexpectedly approved and registered by the Charity Commission just 3 days 

later co-incidentally on the very same day of our January Council Meeting.  Our Trustees 

on being told of the situation then voted to move everyone and everything into the 

new SBKA CIO charity with immediate effect and in the process removed the personal 

liability issue.  

This was a very significant step, and we must acknowledge everyone’s goodwill in 

making this happen so quickly.  Our old SBKA charity had been in existence for 44 

years and prior to that as an association of Somerset Branches since 1906.  This is 

quite some history we need to look after.    

We have all had to make a leap of faith and whilst there has been some simplification of 

the old rules the intention going forwards is simply to make the organisation’s 

administration as simple and straightforward as possible.  

However, as a Charity we are going to have to pay more attention to the governance 

expectations of the Charity Commission and that must include a process of annual 



evaluation of how the SBKA Charity “furthered its purpose” and has met its “public 

benefit obligations”.  

Little is going to change in the new SBKA CIO Charity, but we do need to raise the 

profile of the fact we are a charity.  Branches need look at their programmes of 

activities and relate them to the purpose of the charity in their minutes and reports.  

We have also adopted the Charity Commission’s naming conventions.  So please, no 

more references to “Council Meetings” which are now “Trustee Board Meetings”.  No 

more references to “Divisions” as we are all members of the “Branches” of the one 

SBKA Charity organisation.  Also, we just have “Trustees” so please, no more references 

to “our Rep”, “our Delegate”.  We the Members just appoint “Trustees” at our AGM’s 

and we the Members delegate the responsibility of running the SBKA Charity to all 

those Trustees collectively.  Our only obligation as Members and/or as Trustees is to 

look after our Charity.  

In bringing this report to a close may I thank everyone who volunteers in the SBKA 

Charity for their generosity in giving their time because without you we have no Charity.  

Finally let us remember the SBKA Charity’s purpose is and always has been:  

“to advance the education of the public and beekeepers in the craft of beekeeping and 

promote the importance of bees in the environment.”  

Kind regards  

  

  

Simon Mills  

SBKA Charity Chair  

chairman@somersetbeekeepers.org.uk  

 

The David Charles Award  

In the February edition of BBKA News there was an article announcing that a couple of 

new awards had been instigated. One of those was the David Charles Award, an honour 

reserved for the association with the highest number of passes in the Basic Certificate, 

proportionate to membership numbers. Many people remember David, but there will be 

those who are wondering who on earth this person was to have a BBKA award named 

after him.  

  



David Charles passed away in late 2000 at the age of 85. He had been very active until 

a few months before this and was an inspiration to generations of children he taught, 

and beekeepers he inspired.      

It was in 1960 while on a one year at Newton Park College, in Bath that he had the 

opportunity to develop a latent interest in beekeeping. I*n September 1961 he was 

appointed to a teaching post in Slough, and he was pleased to find there was a school 

beekeeping club. He took over the running of the club within a couple of years. He joined 

Buckinghamshire Beekeepers’ Association, became a committee member and was soon 

Honorary Secretary of Slough Beekeepers’ Society.  

In 1968 he was appointed as a Head of Department at St. Dunstan’s School, 

Glastonbury. It was at this point that he became a member of Somerset Beekeepers’ 

Association.  

Whilst helping at division and county levels with SBKA David busied himself with studying 

for the British Beekeepers’ Association examinations and in 1972, after passing the 

senior examinations, became a Master Beekeeper, being awarded the prestigious Wax 

Chandlers prize for the student with the highest marks. From 1986-1989 and 19921995 

David served as President of Somerset BKA. For many years David was a BBKA examiner.  

1975 saw an expansion of David’s involvement into national beekeeping activities with 

his election to the BBKA Executive Committee, where he remained very active until 1994. 

During this period, he was keen on improving communication with the membership and 

assisted Harrison Ashforth with the BBKA NEWS notes. He became responsible for 

creating the current BBKA NEWS, which he edited for a number of years. The culmination 

of his time on the BBKA EC was his election as President for his final two years in office. 

Subsequently, in recognition of his very considerable contribution to the BBKA, he was 

elected an Honorary Member.   

After retirement as a schoolteacher in 1989, his beekeeping activities continued 

unabated as the following year saw his appointment as part-time Somerset County 

Beekeeping Adviser, based at Cannington College; a post he held for over four years. 

During this period, he established an apiary, ran educational courses and an adult bee 

diseases advisory service.  

2002 marked ten years as a committee member of the National Honey Show with 

editorship of the Schedule having been his responsibility for much of the time. He was a 

keen and successful exhibitor for many years. David lectured on horticulture and 

beekeeping, demonstrated practical beekeeping and judged honey across the country for 

over thirty years.  

Quite a man, and now you know.  

Stewart Gould  

(Somerton Division of Somerset BKA)  

 

  



  

Devon Apicultural Research Group February talk 

Managing a Research Apiary at Exeter University. By Zoë Mack.  Research 

Technician/ Beekeeper.  

Zoë is the research technician and beekeeper for the Centre for Research in Animal 

Behaviour (CRAB) lab, which sits under psychology at the Streatham campus, University 

of Exeter. Her talk was about how she manages honeybee colonies specifically for 

research purposes.   

Zoë on the right with Agnieszka Kazmar, Lab Technician.  Showing the new observation 
hive in use, on the right-hand side.  

Her talk opened up a discussion about 

the aims of beekeeping and techniques 

used as well as the reasons for using 

them… going back to first principles. 

Showing examples of research leads to 

discussions about ethics, note-keeping, 

queen-rearing and future research 

studies.  

Project planning, financial planning and 

understanding the student’s needs and 

requirements throughout the year enable 

Zoë to plan her apiary accordingly. 

Queens are reared in-house using their own stock queens.  

The Streatham campus is also developing its gardens and grounds to become a haven 

for wildlife. They are in the early stages of creating a botanical database for the 

grounds. Zoë has designed a new observation hive for the students making it easier to 

collect data- better for the bees, the beekeeper 

and the students.  

New research projects suggested by Zoë have 

come out of the new apiary setup.  

This was a fascinating talk about how differing 

requirements are met and the type of research 

undertaken with the care of the bees taking first 

place. A delicate balancing act!  

Anyone who wants to know more about the  
University and their research can visit their 

website:  
https://www.exeter.ac.uk/research  

Worker bees at the observation hive entrance.  



  

  

Royal Bath & West Show  

30th May – 1st June 2024  

Bees & Honey Section  

Stewards  

Dear All,  

How time flies, here we are again looking for half day stewards to help us in the Bees & 

Honey Marquee.  

Many of our helpers from last year’s show have already expressed an interest to join us 

again this year.  

We are seeking general stewards to help throughout the marquee, including the children’s 

section, candle rolling, honey sales table, general stewarding and helping members of 

the public.  Also most important, keeping an eye on exhibits.  Sadly, over the last few 

years we have had a few items disappear from displays!  

Many of our helpers last year weren’t even beekeepers, so you needn’t think this is 

directed exclusively to beekeepers.  

In return you will receive free admission to the show, spend half a day stewarding and 

the rest of the day enjoying all the show has to offer with main ring events, livestock 

displays, food and drink and our very own Pilton Festival Big top with live music 

throughout the day (Glastonbury)  

What better way to spend a summers day  

We are looking for stewards for mornings and afternoons. 9am to 1.30pm & 1pm to 

5.30pm.  

I know many of you have helped us in past years, and we look forward to welcoming 

you back again for our 2024 show.  

Show dates 30th, 31st May & 1st June.  Thursday, Friday & Saturday   

Many thanks in advance.  

Bernie & Suzy Perkins    

Royal Bath & West Bees & Honey Stewards  

Email berniepm@gmail.com   

Bernie mobile: 07948408770     Suzy mobile:  07914069078  

 



  

Bath and West Show 30th May – 1st June 2024 

The new schedule for the Bath and West Show Honey Tent is now out, and available at 

https://www.bathandwest.com/bees-honey-competition. This will give you both the 

schedule and the entry form. There is a County Shield to be fought for, last year 

Wiltshire won it, we need YOU to enter some entries this year, to win the County Shield 

back from Wiltshire.  

Get your cake baking, mobile making and wax and honey entries ready. The schedule 

has something for everyone to enter, you don’t have to be a beekeeper to enter.  

Entries need to be delivered to the tent on the 29th May, in the afternoon, or the 

morning, before 8am, of the 30th May. Want some help on making sure they are show 

ready? Contact me on bridget_knutson@yahoo.co.uk, and I’ll help you.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Examinations Secretary report March 2024.  

The following people have all taken exams at the end of the summer, and in the 

November 2023 module exams. Congratulations go to all of these. A lot of hard work 

has gone into these exams. Results for the March exams will appear later this year.  

 

Keith  Harrison  Somerton  Basic Certificate  2023-08- 

30  

Credit  

Ian  Ames-White  Somerton  Basic Certificate  2023-08- 

31  

Credit  

Sam  Landrigan  Somerton  Basic Certificate  2023-08- 

31  

Credit  

https://www.bathandwest.com/bees-honey-competition
https://www.bathandwest.com/bees-honey-competition
https://www.bathandwest.com/bees-honey-competition
https://www.bathandwest.com/bees-honey-competition
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Ruth  Ames-White  Somerton  Basic Certificate  2023-08- 

31  

Pass  

Jim  Elliott  Taunton  Module 5  2023-11- 

18  

Credit  

Bridget  Knutson  Wedmore  Module 9  2023-11- 

18  

Pass  

Anne  Pike  Taunton  Module 5  2023-11- 

18  

Pass  

Jenny  Squire  Taunton  Module 3  2023-11- 

18  

Credit  

Cathy  Edge  Mendip  Module 5  2023-11- 

18  

Credit  

  

If you want to take any of the BBKA exams, then please contact me, 

bridget_knutson@yahoo.co.uk for further details or look on  

https://www.bbka.org.uk/general-help for further details and the syllabi for all the 

assessments.  

  

  

  

  

Portrait of a Skeppist  

 

By Kate Lynch  

  

Late last year I had a phone call from Countryfile asking if I would do some willow 

charcoal drawing on camera.  I have made a career of drawing people at work in 

Somerset – including beekeepers - and I immediately thought of Diana Robertson who 

makes wonderful straw bee skeps. Since the filming was to take place in January in 

uncertain weather, her workshop would make an ideal location, also very visual with 

bundles of straw and piles of skeps. I have watched Diana at work over the years, 

stuffing a section of cow horn with straw and using a turkey bone to make a channel 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/general-help
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for the cane which binds the coils together. It is an ancient skill and her quiet devotion 

to her craft is mesmerizing. I phoned Diana straightaway and on a freezing day in 

January the Countryfile crew arrived to film us. We were very nervous, but the young 

team helped put us at ease, and after a convivial lunch around Diana’s dining table, we 

squeezed into the shed for filming. Diana set to with her coils of straw and I perched in 

the corner drawing - and as I drew the basket grew. I have been drawing with charcoal 

for many years – one of the most ancient of drawing materials - I love its soft velvety 

marks, smudging it and using an eraser to draw back into the tones.  The crew asked 

us chat in a relaxed way while we worked - a big ask since we were so self-conscious!  

The programme went out on Sunday 28th January and included willow growing and 

basketmaking in Somerset, as well as featuring Diana and myself. It was a celebration of 

the craft of bee skep making and also the locally grown Somerset willow charcoal for 

drawing.  

Kate Lynch    

  

  



  

BBKA member offer: There is a greetings card of Kate’s finished drawing of Diana which 

has an extract from an interview with Diana on the reverse.  The cards are blank inside, 

15x15cms, with envelope.  £2.50 each or 5 for £10 to BBKA members with free p&p. 

Please message Kate through her website www.katelynch.co.uk.  

BBKA members may remember Kate from her documentary project illustrating Somerset 

beekeepers and her book ‘The Beekeeper and the Bee’. Members may also know Diana 

from her long association with the Somerton Beekeepers Association. 
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Awards 
  
In recognition of being members of the BBKA for 40 years, Sharon and Malcolm Blake 
(Yeovil branch) were presented with their BBKA Long Service Awards from Anne Pike, 
President.   
  
SBKA Honorary Membership Awards were presented to Suzette Perkins and David 
Bates, both from Somerton Branch; Jacqui Taylor from Yeovil Branch and David Eaton 
from Frome Branch also received the award which will be delivered to them. 
 

 

Somerset beekeeping Oscar 

2024 Nomination for West Country Honey Farm Awards  -  Lionel Horler 

South East Somerset BKA 

 

The winner of this year’s most prestigious annual award for Somerset beekeepers is 

Lionel Horler from Castle Cary. 



He received the West Country Honey Farms Award in recognition of his outstanding 

contribution to the craft from last year’s winner, Stewart Gould, at the county’s annual 

meeting.  

Lionel, who has been keeping bees for nearly 50 years, led a team from the South East 

branch to set up an apiary at Hook Valley Solar Park on the outskirts of Wincanton.  

What was once a muddy and disused corner of the site has been transformed into a 

thriving apiary, with 12 colonies and a building where members can meet. Opened in 

summer 2021, it has already been used for training sessions and raising new colonies 

for those completing their beginners’ course.   

Lionel found national fame when he appeared alongside fellow Somerset resident Sarah 

Beeney collecting and hive a swarm for her tv series about living in the country. 

As well as being an active swarm collector, he also heads the branch’s Asian hornet 

team and is actively recruiting more members and raising the profile of the threat the 

yellow-legged hornets pose to honeybees and pollinators.  

Lionel Horler has kept bees for nearly 50 years, starting in Winkleigh, Devon before 

returning to his home county of Somerset, where he has been an active member of the SE 

Division for over 20 years.  He attended the beginners’ course, then run by Gerald Fisher, 

in 2002 and has now been running the course himself since 2014.  He has inspired many 

‘newbies’ to start their bee keeping journey and always been there to help and offer 

advice.  He ensures that all newcomers have access to a mentor, to provide support, 

especially in the first season, but recognising that everyone needs some help at some 

time, however long their bee keeping career has been! 

Lionel has always been passionate about passing on his knowledge and enthusiasm to 

others and was the driving force in establishing a Bee Keeping Club at Ansford School in 

Castle Cary.  He is constantly in demand as a speaker for many local groups and he 

contributes regularly to the Castle Cary newsletters as well as our own division 

newsletters. He has even appeared on television as a mentor for Sarah Beeney and was 

shown collecting a swarm to introduce into her hive. He regularly hosts apiary visits at his 

own site and is always eager to share his experiences as well as listen to other opinions. 

He passed his Basic Exam in 2007 and joined the microscopy course run by Quantock 

division to enhance his diagnostic skills.  In 2014 he liaised with Bee Inspector Simon 

Jones to run a successful Bee Husbandry Day. He leads the Asian Hornet Action Team for 

the SE Division and is currently expanding the team to increase awareness of the threat 

in the locality. 

Lionel plays an active role in swarm collection in the locality, being particularly busy last 

summer, and will always use the time spent with the member of public who has called him 

in to teach them about bees and their habitats. 

Lionel served as County Delegate for 7 years until 2014 and is always prepared to help 

and attend meetings should the current delegate be unable to go. He has been vice-chair 

and chair of the SE division, stepping down at the 2023 AGM to spend more time in the 

garden.  However, he is still very much an active member and contributor to the club, 

teaching the beginners and continuing as AHAT co-ordinator. 



He has played a major role in organising the SBKA stand (and still does so) at the Bath 

and West Show for many years, setting up, manning and then taking it all down.  He is an 

excellent ambassador for the Association with his incredible depth of knowledge and 

understanding of bees and his quiet manner engaging with everyone. 

Lionel is always there to help run the SESBKA Stall at various local events talking to the 

public about bees, honey production & Asian hornets. In fact, everything, and anything to 

do with bees. He uses these events to enthuse others and encourage more people to 

attend the introductory course in January each year. 

His most recent major contribution to the SE Division has been the formation of the 

Divisional Apiary at Hook Valley Solar Park on the outskirts of Wincanton.  Lionel led the 

team engaging with energy firms and contractors to turn a muddy disused corner of the 

site into the thriving apiary today, with twelve colonies and a storage shed with enough 

room for people to meet inside. This was officially opened in summer 2021 and has 

already been used for training sessions and raising new colonies for those completing 

their beginners’ course.  Thanks to Lionel’s unstinting support, hard work, and 

encouragement the Apiary now provides the perfect opportunity for all members, at all 

levels of experience, to learn and experiment with different methods of beekeeping, types 

of hives, queen rearing etc. It is planned to develop this facility further and have more 

visits there this year and introduce evening midweek sessions. 

Finally, a quote from one of our longest standing members, Bob Jones: 

I can only say that I have known Lionel since he first came to this area, and found him 
unfailingly helpful, especially with those new to beekeeping, patient, and always ready to 
give freely of his time. Lionel is a lynchpin in the bee tent at the Bath and West Show, 
runs the beginners' course year after year, and keeps himself forever available whenever 
there is cry for help from anyone in our Beekeeping fraternity. I would wholly support his 
recognition for this award; I can think of no-one more deserving. 
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