Sourcing materials for the traps

My husband normally trawls the internet to check prices before we buy and we buy
in bulk.

Slush puppy cups - bought in 1000 units - as we know we will use them at some
time. The last purchase was from Starlight packaging; important to get the ones
which DO NOT have the round precut holes; 160z

Electrical conduit was left over from a building project - but | wonder if any
beekeeping electricians may have some offcut??

Correx sheets - Wicks or other builders’ merchant; bought in 2.4m x 1.2m sheets

Wire from Tool station or Screwfix; Screwfix wire has fewer coils so easier to work
with

Sponges from B&M or similar - 1 x car sponge can give as many as 16 sections.
Best these fit the base tightly so that no by-catch gets caught between the sponge
and trap side and drown.

To make the holes we have tried hole punches & also tried melting holes for the by
catch. This is a work in progress. We are aiming to trial a washer glued to the
outside of the lid, over the entrance, to restrict the size for our summer exercise. We
want an entrance which will let in the AH but not the native European hornet.

We know our trap works, so it is difficult to introduce changes without trialling them
first; we cannot afford to do anything which means our traps do not work as well.

The label we have added to our traps this year to comply with BBKA insurance
guidance.We used Avery Waterproof labels 99 x 57 mm code E - FPL - 99x57 - R.
These labels need to be printed using a laser printer.

If you choose to use the label, as it comes, we would be more than willing to change
the contact details and email back a template from which you can print.

To produce your own template, you need to set up an Avery Account. Create your
label using the correct type of label blank and then save it. This then becomes the
template from which you can print.

It's not difficult to do, just time consuming, but once you have this master copy if you
wish to amend one label on the sheet it will automatically change all the rest. You
then save this changed version as a separate template.



